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CHAPTER I 


DI3TRICT ' BARI^^BAIMKX 


Th® Di«^ric^ 

District Efarabanki if'. Western part of the State's 
Eastern districtSu On its East are districts Bahraich and 
Gonda, on its West is district Lucknow, on North is Sitapur 
and on its South are districts Rae Bareli, Sultanpur and 
Faisabad. Its boundairies lie in between river Ghaghra on the 
South-East and river Gomti on the South-West. 

The district has a geographical area of 4462 sq. kms . 
divided into seven Tehsils and 17 Development Blocks for the 
purpose of administration and development. Besides one Zila 
Parishad, 2 Nagar Palikas and 10 Town areas and one Census 
Town, the district has 2087 revenue villages. Among them 
2052 are inhabited and 35 uninhabited. There are 1556 Gram 
Sabhas and 153 Nyaya Panchayats. During 1992-93, 8775 
hectares land was under forests. 

Po pulsation 

The total population of the district is 24,32,980 
Among them 13,09,439 were males and 11,23,541 females 


according to Census 1991. The population is heavily 
concentrated in the rural areas (90.76 per cent). The 
percentage of urban population is, therefore, significantly 
low (9.24 per cent) as against the state’s 19.84 per cent. As 
per Census 1991 there were 4,42,090 families living in 
4,33,879 houses. Thus, 8,211 families had no independent 
house to live in. In comparison to the state (473) 550 

persons were living in per sq. km. area. The decennial 
population growth in the district was significantly lower 
(21.62 per cent) than the state's (25.16 per cent) during 
1981-91. There were 853 females per thousand males. Of the 
total population. Scheduled Castes constitute 27.02 per cent, 
Backward Castes 49.81 per cent and Muslims 20,45 per cent, 
which is significantly higher than the percentage of their 
poipulation in the state (21.04 and 15,9 per cent 
respectively). 

The main workers, constitute 33.91 per cent of the 
population of the district, slightly higher than the state’s 
29,73 per cent. Their proportion in the rural areas of the 
district was 34.47 per cent as against 30.52 per cent in the 
state, while they constitute 28.41 per cent in the urban 
areas as comptared to 26.56 p-er cent in the state. Among the 
total workers 79.9 per cent were engaged in primary sector, 
5.5 per cent in secondary and 14, 6j per cent in the tertiary 
sectors. The female workers in the district constitute 8.97 


per cent of their population 
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Among those engaged in primary sector (79.9 per cent) 
64.2 per cent were farmers. The economic condition of a vast 
majority of them was eKtremely poor. According to 
Agricultural Census ■1990-91, we find that the size of 80.5S 
per cent of total agricultural land holdings was only upto 
one hectare. They covered only 43.88 per cent of the total 
area under cultivation. Another 13.22 per cent of the 
holdings were in between one hectare and less than E hectare. 
Thus, 93.8 per cent of the total number of holdings were of 
less than 2 hectares. The area under these holdings was 
72.31 per cent of total agricultural land in the district. 

During 1992-93 the percentage of net irrigated area was 
76.78 per cent of the net area sown. The district has a 
network of 1406.9 km. long Canal through the Sharda Sahayak 
Development Project through which 48.68 per cent of the net 
irrigated area was covered. Another major source is 
tubewell, public as well as private, which covered 48.94 per 
cent of the net irrigated area. There are 200 public 
tubewells and 52,310 private pump sets. Among other sources 
are wells, ponds and pumping sets which together irrigated 
2.38 per cent of the land. 

During 1992-93 there were 40 registered private 
industrial units employing 4,000 workers; one large industry 
under Public Sector employing 1,030 workers; and, 846 Smstl 1 
Scale Units employing 1 ,951 'worker’s'. Thus, the district has 
an almost insignificant industrial base as far as employment 
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opportunities are concerned. The number of workers engaged 

in cottage industry was significant, i.e. 17,000 largely due 
to handlooms. 

By 1982 all the 13 towns in the district had been 
electrified. Till 1993-94 besides 722 Harijan Bastis 994 out 
of a.050 inhabited villages had been electrified. The length 
of melted roads in the district is 1,177 kms . fl total of 

l-ia0 villages are linked with roads for all seasons. In 

1993-94 the number of Post Offices in the district was 369, 

■ out Of Which 344 were in rural and ■ 12b in urban areas. 

DurinQ the same year '1 oo'^ t « i « r- i.T 

i,OOd telephones were available in the 

rural and 2,047 in the urban areas. 

The district had 155 branches of' different categories of 
Banks in 1992-93. Among them 39 were belonging to different 
nationalised Commercial Banks, 22 Cooperative Banks, 4 Land 
Development Banks and 90 Rural Banks. Besides, Credit 
Cooperative Societies were 153 in 1993-94. A Total of 
2, S4, 611 persons were their members. 

The district has 27.02 per cent n-r ti-o •. . ■ 

l-er cent of the population of 

Scheduled Castes and about half of its population consists of 
Backward Castes. A large population is landless and poor. 

various poverty alleviation programmes are attempting to 
improve their conditions, particularly of those living below 
the poverty line. During 1994-93 a total of 7,834 families 
assisted under the Integrated Rural Davelopment 
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Programme. Among them 6,212 families were of the Scheduled 
Castes. Under tlie Jawahar Rosgar Yojana employment was 
generated for 23,000 mandays. During the same year the 
number of houses constructed under Nirbal Varg Avas Yojana 
and Indira Avas Yojana were 905 and 1,151 r es pe c t i ve ly . 

As regards the facilities for medical and public health 
and family welfare are concerned, we find that in 1993~-94 
there were 3 Allopathic Hospitals - all in urban areas, 2 of 
them also had separate Hospitals for the treatment of 
patients of Tuberculosis, Fileria and Maleria; 18 Homeopathic 
Hospitals, 17 in rural and 1 in urban areas? 20 Ayurvedic/ 
Unani Hospitals, 17 in rural and 3 in urban areas; 72 Primary 
Health Centres? 21 Family Welfare Centres, out of which 16 
were in rural areas; and, 406 Sub-rCent r es . It is, however, 
to be noted that 58.52 per cent of the sanctioned posts of 
Physicians were in position in the district. The biggest 
short-fall was in Allopathic Physicians who were only 44.8 
pier cent of the total sanctioned posts. Eiesides, there were 
1,050 Private Physicians, 268 Allopiathic, 229 Ayur vedi c/Unani 
and 553 Homeopathic. The average population per Sub-Centre 
in the district was 5,968 While per CHC/PHC 33,655. As per 
the norms stipulated by the Government of India there should 
have been one Sub-Centre per 5,000 population and per CHC/PHC 
30,000. 

The provision of safe source of drinking water has been 
made in all the 2,052 inhabited villages through India Mark- 
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II handpumps. Besides, people also'use wells for drinking 
water. The drinking water is provided through pipe-lines in 
the areas of 2 Nagar Parishad and one city. 

Under the Integrated Child Development Project there is 
a provision of distribution of nutritional food among 
children below 6 years, pregnant women and breast feeding 
mothers. The project has covered 10 out of the 17 blocks in 
district., They are : Harakh, Haidergarh, Dewa, 
Dariyabad, Masauli, Siddhaur , Trivediganj , Ramnagar, 
Banikoder and Mindoora. There were a total of 918 centres. 
In each of the centres an Aanganwadi worker and an helper 
were working. During 1993-94 nutritional food was 

distributed among 45,492 children and 10,704 women. The 
numbti of benef iciairies, however, declined during 1994-95 to 
34,416 children and 9,132 women, as due to non-availability, 
the nutritional food was not distributed in five blocks 
namely, Haidergarh, Dewa, Harakh, Dariyabad and Hasauli. 
This shows the extent of concern of the agencies for the 
scheme and the target population in the district- 

In the area of family planning the district can claim a 

batter position as 36.97 per cent of the eligible couples 

were effectively protected by modern methods during 1991 - 92 . 

The district was placed at 25th position among the 63 

districts of the state. Among those effectively protected 
21.45 per cent had opted for the Sterilisation while 15.52 
per cent had preferred spacing methods. Thus, we can safely 
deduce that in Ba ra ban ki more people were conscious of the 
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need of limiting th€f family than those in a larger number of 
districts. 


The district Barabanki is poorly placed in the area of 
literacy. It occupies 56th rank among the 63 districts of 
Uttar Pradesh. Against 41.60 pier cent of literates in the 
state the district Barabanki has 30. 4S per cent. The gap 
between the literacy rates of the state and Barabanki is of 
11.18 per cent. The comparative literacy rates for Barabanki 
and Uttar Pradesh are as under 5 . 


Table 1 : LITERACY RATES BY SEX AND RESIDENCE 


Populcit ion 

Barabanki 


Total 


30.42 . 

41.60 

Rural 


28.53 

36 . 66 

Urban 


48.87 

61.00 

Hale 

(Total) 

43.00; 

' « * f 

55 . 73 

Female 

(Total ) 

15.41 

25.31 

Male 

(Rural) 

41.51 

52 . 1 1 

Female 

(Rural) 

12.96 

19.02 

Male 

(Urban) 

57.79 

69.98 

Femal e 

( U r ban ) 

38 . 68 

50 38 



As stated above the difference in the state and the 
district literacy rates was that of 11. 18 per cent. From the 
Table 1 we find the differences were higher in case of Males 
(12.73 per cent) as compared to females (9.90 per cent) ‘in 

1 i f 

the total population. The differences between the literacy 
rates of the steite and the district in respect of urban 
population (12.13 per cent), urban males (12.19 per cent) and 
rural males (10.6 per cent) were wider than in the case of 
total rural population (8.13 per cent), urban females (11.7 
per cent) and rural females (6.06 per cent ) . 

Within district Eia.rabanki and within Uttar Pradesh the 
differences in per cent literates were as under s 


Tabl e 2 ! PERCENTAGE DIFFERENCE IN LITERACY RATES' 


Population 


Bar a bank i 


Uttar Pradest 


Male 

- Female 

(Total) 

27.59 

30 . 43 

Male 

- Female 

(Rural ) 

28.55 

33.09 

Male 

- Female 

(Urban) 

19.11 

19.60 

Urban 

- Rural 


20 . 34 

24 . 34 

Urban 

- Rural 

(Male) 

16.28 

17.87 

Urban 

- Rural 

(Female ) 

25 . 72 

3 1 . 36 
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Table 3 5 BLOCK-WISE LITERACY RATES IN DISTRICT BARABANKI 
(CENSUS 1991 ) 


Block 

Total 

Literacy Rates 

Male 

Fenuale 

Bank i 

33.13 

46.39 

17.04 

Masauli 

33 . 48 

48.79 

15.69 

Dewa 

29.72 

43.17 

13.24 

Harakh 

31.54 

46.29 

13.91 

Fatehpur 

32.44 

44.91 

17.45 

Suratganj 

22.91 

32 . 04 

11. 06 

Ramnagar 

29.10 

40.75 

14.74 

N indoor a 

25.04 

36 . 60 

10.82 

Dar iyabad 

27.69 

40.79 

1 1 . 98 

Pure Dal£\i 

22.73 

33.18 

10. 11 

Mawai 

22.25 

34.40 

■j ^ 99 

Rudaul i 

25 . 40 

38.87 

9.84 

Banikodar 

31 .59 

46.75 

13.35 

Haidergarh 

26. 17 

39.93 

10.23 

Trivediganj 

35.20 

51.28 

16.44 

Siddhaur 

29.45 

43.27 

13.02 

TotalC Rural) 

28.53 

41.51 

12.96 


Since Eflock Sarauli Ghausp'ur was created after tVie last 
Census the da.tci pertaining to 'this block is not available., 
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The data shows that among the 16 blocks nine had higher 
litercicy rate them among the total rural population of the 
district. Tlie eight blocks had higher literacy rates among 
their male population than among the total ruraT males in the 
district. In nine blocks the literacy rates among their 
female population were higher than the literacy rates among 
rural females of the di s t r i ct . 


Elducmt 1 on4iii 1 BceriArlo o-f th® Diatrict 

The educational scenario of district Barabanki during 
1994-95 is presented in Table 4. 

■Table 4 : EDUCATIONAL SCENARIO OF DISTRICT BARABANKI 


No. of No. of No. of 

Schools . , Students Teachers 


Educational Lavel 

Total 

Girls 

Total 

Girls 

Total 

Fernal es 

Junior 

Basic 

1680 

(Mixed) 

313654 

114373 

4842 

9 1 0 

Senior 

Bas i c 

248 

49 

65059 

18050 

1354 

216 

Higher 

Secondary 

53 

5 

45177 

1 1406 

543 

83 

Degree 


3 

(Mixed) 

2696 

N. A. 

49 

- 


The educational scenario of the district indicate the 


reason for the district occupying 56th place in literacy 
among 63 districts of the state. The number of educational 
institutions at all levels is insufficient. At least 93 
villages have no Junior Basic Schools in nearby areas avid 
children of these villages have to cover a distance of 
atleast 3 kms . to reach school. Similarly children belonging 
to 486 villages have to walk for about 5 kms. to reach Senior 
Basic School. Similarly the number of Higher Secondary 
School serving to the population of 2,05S inhaxbited villages 
and 14 towns may be termed as insufficient. 

The estimated population in the age group 6-11 and11”14 
years of the district was 3,98,563 and 2,55,844 respectively. 
On the basis of this population 78.70 per cent of children 

were enrolled in Junior Basic and only 25-43 per cent ‘in 

* * ! 

Senior Basic Schools. As compared, the percentage of 
children in these age groups enrolled in the stsite was 91.32 
and 27.47 respectively. 

A comparative picture of Junior Basic Schools in 
Barabanki and Uttar Pradesh over a period of three years is 
presented in Table 5. 

The comparative picture of district Barabanki and Uttar 
Pradesh indicate the following features s 

(a) As against Uttar Pradesh, the percentage of children 
enrolled among the total children in 6--11 yea\rs age* 
group has been significantly lower in Efa rabcxnk'. i . 


Table 5 : COMPARATIVE POSITION OF JUNIOR BASIC EDUCATION 
IN BARABANKl AND UTTAR PRADESH 


Year of 

ch i 1 dren 
enrolled 
in JBS 

No . of 
schools 

Average 
No. of 
students 
per 

school 

Average 
No. of 
Girls 
per 

School 

Average 
No. of 
Teach- 
ers per 
School 

Average 
No. of 
Female 
Teach- 
ers per 
School 

Average 
No. of 
Students 
per 

Teacher 

District Barabanki 






•1991 “92 69.53 

1584 

174.94 

63 . 04 

2.99 

0.57 

58.60 

■1993-94 73.96 


181.28 

64 . 68 

2.94 

0.56 

61.56 

1994-95 78.70 

1680 

186.70 

68 . 08 

2.88 

0.54 

64.78 

Uttar Pradesh 







1991-92 80.91 

78085 

189.80 

71.02 

3.39 

0.62 

55.99 

1993-94 85. 82 

79522 

197.67 

74.81 

3.37 

0.62 

58.72 

1994-95 91.32 

82023 

203 . 92 

78.88 

3.29 

0 . 60 

61.91 


(ta) Average number of all students as well as girls per 
school has been lower in Barabanki as compared to Uttar 
Pradesh, 

(c) Average number of all teachers as well as female 
teachers per school has been lower in Barabanki as 
against Uttar Pradesh. 

(d) Average nL^mjber of , students per teacher has been higher 
in Barabanki as compared to Uttar Pradesh, 


13 



A further analysis of the data indicate that in 
comparison to Uttar Pradesh progress in the field of primary 
education in Barabanki has been positively significant except 
in the case of enrolment of girls and appointment of female 
teachers. The increase in number of Junior Basic Schools in 
Barabanki was E.65 per cent in 1993-94 over 1991-92 as 
against 1.84 per cent in Uttar Pradesh. The increase in 
1994-95 over 1993-94 was 3.32 per cent in Barabanki against 
3.15 per cent in Uttar Pradesh. 

The increase in enrolment of boys in Barabanki was 6.37 
per cent in 1993-94 over 1991-92 and in 1994-95 over 1993-94 
by 6.41 per cent c^s against Uttar Pradesh’s 6.07 and 6.41 per 
cent respectively. The increase in enrolment of girls, in the 
district was 5.32 per cent as against 7.28 per cent in the 
state in 1993—94 over 1991-92, The increase of girTs 
enrolment in 1994-95 over 1993—94 in district Barabanki and 
Uttar Pradesh was the same, i.e. 8.75 per cent. 

The number of teachers in Barabanki increased by 1.25 
per cent in 1993-94 over 1991-92 and 1.13 per cent in 1994-95 
over 1993-94 while in Uttar Pradesh the increase in their 
number was by 1.12 per cent and 0.93 per cent respectively. 
The increase in number of female teachers in the district was 
by 0.78 per cent in 1993-94 over 1991-92 and in the state by 
0.96 per cent while in 1994-95 over 1993-94 the increase in 
ti'ie district was by 0.78 per cent and in the state by O .. 89 


per cent. 


Tho Selected Slocks 


The basic characteristics of population as per Census 
1991 of the block selected in Barabanki for the study are 
presented in Table 6 . 


Table 6 : SOHE^ CHARACTERISTICS OF POPULATION OF 
SELECTED BLOCKS 


Block 

Po pula™ 
t i on 

Sche- 

duled 

Castes 

(7.) 

Back- 

ward 

Cc\s tes 
(■/.) 

Literaicy Percentage 

Male Fen'iaie Total 

Mavai 

128745 

25 . 64 

47 . 53 

34.40 

7 . 99 

22 . 25 

Banki 

140146 

23,82 

55.62 

46 . 39 

17,04 

33, 13 

T r i vedi gan j 

129653 

36.52 

41 .94 

51.28 

16.44 

35.20 

Siddhaur 

143145 

39.30 

42,17 

43 . 27 

13.02 

29.45 

Ban ikodar 

135782 

32 . 55 .. 

40 H 40 

46.75 

13.85 • 

3 1 . 59 

District Total 

(Rural ) 

2208102 

28.82, 

49.81 

1 i 

41.51 

12.96 

28.53 

As stated 

earlier about 91 

per cent 

of the 

po pula'i 

iion is 


living in rural areas. More than three-f ourths of them 
belong either to the Scheduled Castes (28.82 per cent)Qr the 
Other Backwrd Castes (49.81 per cent). The composition of 
the population itself indicate that a vast majority of them 
were' economically poor. Besides, most of the Muslims (Z0„45 
per cent) were also economically poo r and so c. i a. 1 1 y b a c t; w a r d , 





3 kg. 
wheat 
p . ni . per 
student 


^Figures for 1992-93 from Bankhikiya Patrika of the Di 


Informat ion 


E^ank i 


Banikodar 


Block 

Mavai Siddhaur 


i vedi gan. 


No. of Villages 

89 

106 

94 

168 

No. of Gram Sabhas 

78 

102 

104 

118 

No. of Nyaya Panchayats 

9 

9 

10 

11 

Females per 1000 males 
1991-91 Population 

864 

859 

862 

861 

Growth Rate 

22.2 

21.7 

22 . 1 

2,2. 1 

Density of Population 
Estimeited Population in 

623 

559 

477 

550 

6-1 1 years 

26887 

21890 

25950 

20590 

Junior Basic Schools 

101 

92 

82 

89 

Senior Basic School (Total) 

12 

11 

11 

12. 

Senior Basic School (Girls) 

4 

1 

3 

3 

High School/Intermediate* 

- 

2 

2 

5 

Degree Colleges# 

— 

— 

— 

— 

'/. Enrolled in JBS 

Students per Teacher in 

92.07 

88.47 

90.71 

88 . 66 

JBS 

56.01 

57.81 

118.88 

68 . 89 


Schemes in operation 
for Girl child 
Schemes for SC children 


Schemes for ST children 


Schemes for Muslim 
children 


857 

21.9 

558 


Scholar- 

ship 

Scho lar- 
s h i p 


Scholar- 
shi p 

Scholar- 

ship 


90.00 
71 .56 


Scholar- Scholar- Scholar- 
ship ship ship 

Scholar- Scholar- Scholar- 
ship ship ship 


Scholc^r- Scholar- Scholar- Scholar- Scholar- 
ship ship ship ship ship 

(Not for (Not for (Not for (Not for (Not for 

all) all) all) all) all) 


Schemes for All Students 3 kg. 3 kg. 3 kg. 3 kg. 

wheat wheat wheat wheat 
p.m. per p-m. per p.m. per p.iTi. per 
student student student student 
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Table 7 : SOME INFORMATION ABOUT THE SELECTED BLOCKS 


The socio-economic backwardness is reflected in the loW 

* * i 

literacy rates of the district (30. 4E per cent) which placed 
the district in 56th position among the 63 districts of the 
state. The literacy rate for the rural part of the district 
was S8.53. In the area of female literacy the district 
occupied 57th position (15.41 per cent). The femaile literacy 
rate in rural areas of the district was 12.96 per cent which 
placed it on 48th position in the state. 

Among blocks selected for social assessment study 
Trivediganj had the highest literacy rate among the total 
rural population followed by block Banki (which had the 
highest percentage of litereites among females), Banikodar, 
Siddhaur and Mavai. Block Mavai had the lowest percentage of 
literates among females in the district. 

The block-wise information provided by the district 
officials of the Education Department is presented in Table 7 

Tti® Sel®ct®cl Villaiges 

Out of a total of 17 blocks, five were selected for the 
present study. From each of the blocks two villages were 
selected on the basis of discussion with the block level 
Educational Officials, The village were selected keeping in 
mind (a) a sizeable population of disadvantaged groups, 
especially from the perspective of education, i.e. the 
Scheduled Castes and Muslims; and (b) where the situation 
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with regard to enrolment/drop-aut of girls and disadvantaged 
children was either especially bad or particularly good. 

The villc^ges selected from the five blocks are listed in 
Table 8 . 


Table 8 : SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SELECTED VILLAGES 


Block Villages Population 7. of No-of Enrol— Primary 

Lite- child— ment School 

Total SC Muslim rates ren in raxte — — - 

(App- 6-11 (Appro;<) Pub- Pri- 
roK.) years lie vate 


Mawai Newara 

2800 

815 

1365 

38.0 

414 

82 . 85 

■Yes 

No 

, Kondra 

1800 

518 

878 

20.0 

263 

61.60 

Yes ■ 

No 

Bank i J inhaul i 

1900 

310 

1200 

22.0 

292 

66.78 

Y © s 

Yes 

Mohammad pur 
Chowki 

2400 

275 

1462 

36.0 

422 

80.81 

Yes 

Yes 

Tri vedi- Pokhara 

2500 

980 

54 

27.0 

405 

68.40 

Yes 

Yes 

ganj 

Saha war 
Dharaul i 

1535 

620 

27 

38.0 

218 

82.57 

Yes 

No 

Siddhaur Usman pur 

2200 

885 

775 

31.0 

327 

79.20 

Yes 

Y e s 

IMasirwapur 

750 

330 

350 

21.0 

115 

61.74 

Yes 

No 

Ban i k 0 da r I b r a h i ma ba d 

1614 

240 

, 315 

37.0 

220 

83.18 

Yes 

No 

Bhikarpur 

1525 

445 

175 

26.0 

215 

63.26 

Yes 

No 
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The data presented in Table 8 is based on the 
information provided by the Gram Pradhan/Members of Gram 
Sabha/knowl edgeabl e persons- The four villages f i om bio(..k 
Trxvediganj .and Siddhaur were selected keeping in view the 
high Scheduled Castes population while the villages from 
block Banki and Mawai were selected on the basis of higher 
population of Muslims as the officials estimated that the two 
blocks had a fairly large Muslim population. The villages 
from the remaining block, i.e. Banikodar were selected 
keeping in view the miKed character of population. 

The population in the village Pokhara and Bahawar 
Dharauli of block Trivediganj had about 39 and 40 per cent 
respectively of Scheduled Castes. The proportion of persons 
belonging to the same castes in the population of Usmanpur 
and Nasirwapur of block Siddhaur was about 40 and 44 per cent 
respectively. 

The Muslims constituted of about 63 per cent of 

population of village Jinhaulj and 61 per cent of Mohammadpur 

Chowki of block Banki. In block Mawai about 49 per cent of 

the population of village .Newara and Kondra belong to 

, 11 

Muslims. 

The village data shows a positive trend in relationshxp 
between literacy rate and enrolment rate. There is also a 
Significant indication that higher enrolment rate is not 
necessarily the result of the eKistence of a private school 


in the village. 


CHAPTER IX 


eOCXO-ECONOMXC PROFILE OF THE 
3AMPL.E RESPONDEHTO 


The educcktion of a child depends on many things, the 

socio-economic background being one of the important. In 
this chapter, a brief profile of the socio-economic 
conditions of the sample respondents, i.e., their guardians 
is provided. The present social assessment study was 

designed to cover the sample households from the villages 

selected for this purpose, so as to get an idea of the 

attitude and opinion of the parents about the education of 
their chi Idren . 

For the purpose of the present study. Focus Group 

Discussions were held. Two villages from each of the five 

blocks were selected for this purpose. From each village 10 

households were also selected by simple random sampling 

basis. The heads of these households were interviewed to 

find out the conditions of schooling of their children, their 

* * f 

attitude towards the school system of education and the 
education of their children in general and girls in 
part i cular . 

Age and sex are important social variables that 
influence the attitude of parents towards their children’s 
education. Of the total respondents 46 per cent were males 


so 


Table 1 : SEX-WISE AND AGE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF SAMPLE RESPONDENTS 
OF BARABANKI DISTRICT 


Block Villages Respondents Age Group of Respondents 

Male Female Total Upto 30 31-45 46+ 

Male Female Male Female Male Female 


Mawai Newara 


6 4 10 1 

(60.0) (40.0) (100) (10.0) 


5 3 

(50.0) (30.0) 


( 10 . 0 ) 


Kondra 3 7 10 

(30.0)(70.0)(100) 


1 7 2 

(10.0) (70.0) (20.0) 


Banki Jinhauli 4 6 10 1 1 35 

(40.0) (60.0) (100) (10.0)(10.0) (30.0X50.0) 


Mohammadpur 5 5 10 

Chowki (50.0) (50.0) (100) 


2 5 3 

(20.0) (50.0)(30.0) 


Trivedi- Bokhara 3 7 10 

ganj (30.0) (70.0) ( 100) 

Sahawar 7 3 10 1 

Dharauli (70.0) (30.0) ( 100) (10.0) 


1 3 6 

(10.0) (30.0)(60.0) 

6 3 

(60.0) (30.0) 


Siddhaur Usmanpur 46 IQ 

(40.0) (60.0X100) 


1 4 5 

(10.0) (40.0)(50.0) 


Nasirwapur 3 7 10 

(30.0)(70.0)(100) 


3 7 ' 

(30.0) (70,0) 


Banikodar Ibrahitnabad 5 5 10 

(50.0) (50.0) (100) 


5 5 

(50.0) (50.0) 


Bhikarpur 6 4 10 

(60,0) (40.0) (100) 


6 4 

(60.0) (40.0) 


46 54 100 3 5 41 48 2 1 

(46.0X54.0) (100) (3.0) (5.0) (41. 0X48. 0)( 2. OX 1.0) 


Total 


2-1 

and 54 per cent females. In this manner both the sexes have 
an almost equal representation in the study. Most of the 
respondents, i.e., 89 per cent (41 per cent males and 48 per 
cent females) belonged to the middle, i.e. 31— 45 years age 
group. 8 per cent of the respondents were young, below 30 
years of age. Only 3 per cent of the respondents were 
elderly, i.e. above 46 years of'age (Table 1). 

The caste of a child in our socio-economic system 
determines his opportunities for education. In the 10 
villages of Barabanki 35 per cent of the respondents 
interviewed were Scheduled Castes. SO per cent of the 
respondents in village Dharauli (Block Trivediganj) and 70 
per cent in village Usmanpur and Nasirwapur (Block Siddhaiur) 
belonged to this ceiste. 40 per cent of the respondents were 
Muslims. In village .Jhinauli (Block EJanki) all the 
respondents were Muslims and 90 per cent in village 
Mohammadpur Chowki of the same block were of this community. 
12 per cent of the respondents belonged to Other Backward 
Castes and only 13 per cent belonged to the General or Upper 
Castes (Table 2). 

The educational qualifications of the head of household 
and its members determines the attitude towards eilucation of 
the children to a gresit extent. This is because education 
brings enlightenment and enthuses the parents. In the sample 
villages of E^arabainki 67 per cent of the respondents were 
illiterate suggesting a miserable state of education in the 
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Table 2 : CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS 


E^l o ck 

Villages 

General 

Scheduled 

OBC 

Muslims 



C ^ s *t © s 

Castes 



Mawai 

Mewara 


- 

4(40.0) 

6 (60.0) 


Kondra 

1 ( 10.0) 

2(20.0) 

1 ( 10.0) 

6(60.0) 

Ban k i 

J inhaul i 

- 


, • ■■ 

10(100) 


Mohammadpur 

Chowki 


1(10.0) 

- 

9(90.0) 

T r i V e d i - 

Bokhara 

3(30.0) 

6(60.0) 

1 ( 10.0) 


ganj 

Sahawar 
Dharaul i 

2(20.0) 

8(80.0) 

! f 

_ 


Si ddhaur 

Usman pur 

- 

7(70.0) 

3(30.0) 

- 


Nas i rwapur 

- 

7(70.0) 

- 

3(30.0) 

Sanikodar 

Ibrahimabad 

4(40.0) 

2(20.0) 

- 

4(40.0) 


Ed'iikarpur 

3(30.0) 

2(20.0) 

3(30.0) 

2(20.0) 

Total 


13 ( 13.0) 

35(35.0) 

12(12.0) 

40 ( 40 . 0 ) 


sample households. Of the illiterates 21 per cent were males 
and 46 per cent were females. Of the 33 per cent literate 
heads 20 per cent had been educated upto the primary level 
(14 per cent males and 6 per cent females). Another 6 per 
cent (all males) had been educated upto the High School level 
and 7 per cent (5 per cent males, 2 per cent females) had 
been educated above the High School level (Table 3). 
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Table 3 : EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND OF RESPONDENTS 


Block 

Villages 



Educational 

Background 




11 1 iterate 

Literate Upto Primary 

Upto 

High 

School 

Above High 
.School. 



Male Female 

Male 

Fe- 

male 

Male i 

Ferriale 

Male Fe- 
male 

Hale .Female 

Hawai 

Newara 

2 4 

(20.0) (40.0) 


- 

2 

(20.0) 

- 

1 

(10.0) 

1 

(10.0) 


Kondra 

1 6 
(10.0) (60.0) 

- 


2 1 
(20.0) (10.0) 



Bank! 

Jinhauli 

4 6 

(40.0) (60.0) 


- 

- 

- 




Mohammad pur 
Chowki 

3 4 

(30.0) (40.0) 



.1 1 1 
{10.0)(10.0)(10.0) . 


Trivedi- 

ganj 

Bokhara 

2 4 

(20.0)(40.0) 



- 

3 1 

(30.0) (10.0) 

- 


Saha war 
Dharaul i 

3 3 

(30.0)(30.0J 

-■ 

« i 

2 

(20.0) 

- 

1 

(10.0) 

1 - 
(10.0) 

Siddhaur Usmanpur 

1 5 

(10.0)(50.0) 


- 

1 

(10.0) 

- 

- 

2 1 
(20.0) (10.0) 


Nasirwapur 

2 7 

(20.0)(70.0) 

- 

- 

1 

(10.0) 


- 

- 

ianikodar 

Ibrahimabad 

2 4 

(20.0)(40.0) 


- 

3 

(30.0) 



- 1 
(10.0) 


Bhikarpur 

1 3 

(10.01(30.0) 

— 

— 

2 1 2- 
(20.0) (10.01(20.0) 

1 

(10.0) 


21 46 

(21. 01(46. 0) 


14 6 6 

(14. Oi (6.0) (6.0) 


5 2 

(5.0) (2.0) 


Total 
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The occupation of the respondents determines their level 
of income and in turn it determines their capability to 
support the school going children. Of the total respondents 
in the sample villages, 37 per cent were wage labourers and 


= OCCUPATIONAL BACKGROUND OF RESPONDENTS 


Bloc k 

V i 1 1 a g e s 


Occupation 





Culti--* Wage 
vators Labour ness 

Service House- 
wife 

•Other 

Mawa i 

Neweira 

2 3 
(20.0) (30.0) 

5 

(50.0) 

- 

- 



K 0 n d r a 

4 3 

(40.0) (30.0) 

1 

(10.0) 


2 

(20.0) 


Ban k i 

J in haul i 

6 

(60.0) 

1 

(10.0) 

- 

o 

O 

■ . '■ 


Mohammadpur 

Chowki 

1 3 

( 10.0) (30.0) 

2 

(20.0) 

1 

( 10,0) 

3 

(30.0) 


Tr ivedi- 
ganj 

Bokhara 

3 

(30.0) 

3 

(30.0) 

1 

(10.0) 

3 

(30.0) 



Saha war 
Dharaul i 

3 5 

(30.0) (50.0) 

- 

2 

(20.0) 

- 

- ■ 

Siddhaur 

Usman pur 

3 3 

(30.0) (30,0) 


2 

(20.0) 

2 

(20.0) 

, 


Nas i rwapur 

7 

(70.0) 

. 1 

(10.0) 

- 

2 

(20.0) 


)an ikodar 

Ifarahimabad 

2 2 
(20.0) (20.0) 

1 

(10,0) 

1 

(10.0) 

4 

(40.0) 

~ . ' 


Bhikarpur 

2 2 
(20.0) (20.0J 

; 2 
'(20.0) 

- 

4 

(40.0) 

- 


17 37 16 7 23 

C17.0)(37.0) (16.0) (7.0) (23.0) 


Total 


the 
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another 17 per cent were marginal cultivators. Among 
women respondents about 43 per cent were housewives. 16 per 
cent of the total respondents were in trade/fausiness and only 
7 per cent were into service (Table 4). 


s distribution OF FAMILIES OF SAMPLE 


Block 

Village 


Income (Annual) 




UptO 

8000 

800 I'- 
ll 000 

11001-- 

18000 

18001 + 

Mawai 

Newarai 

- 

5(50.0) 

3(30.0) 

2(20-0) 


Kondra 


6(60.0) 

4(40.0) 


Bcink i 

J inhaul i 

1(10.0) 

6(60.0) 

1(10.0) 

2(20.0) 


Mohammad pur Chowk 

i -- 

3(30.0) 

5(50.0) 

2(20.0) 

Tr i vedi- 
gan j 

Bokhara 

Sahawar Dharauli 

*** ■ 

4(40.0) 

4(40.0) 

4(40.0) 

5(50.0) 

2(20.0) 

1 ( 10.0) 

Si ddhaur 

Usman pur 

- 

7(70.0) 

2(20.0) 

1 ( 10.0) 


Nas i rwapur 

- 

9(90.0) 

1 ( 10.0) 

— 

Janikodar 

Ibrahimabad 

■ 

2(20,0) 

6(60-0) 

2(20.0) 


Ethikarpur 

3(30.0) 

1 ( 10.0) 

6(60.0) 

- 

Total 


4(4.0) 

47(47.0) 

37(37.0) 

12 ( 12.0) 



Since a large number of the respondents were either wage 
labourers, marginal cultivators or housewives, one cannot 
expect a high annual income in the households. A large 
number of families of respondents belonged to the lower 


income 


group, i.e. they earned between Rs.8,000 to ■11,000 


annually. Thus, 51 per cent of the families of the 
respondents were below poverty linei'- 37 per cent belonged to 
the lower middle income group earning between Rs. 11,000 to 
18,000 annually while 12 per cent of the respondents’ 
families were comparatively better off earning above 
Rs. 18,000 annually. 4 per cent of the respondents’ families 
can be classified as very poor since they earned less than 
Rs.S,000 annually (Table 5). 






CHAPTER XXX 


PROBLEM XDENTXFXCATXON AND MEASUREB 
3UGGE3TED BY PARENT3 


The objectives of the Social. Assessment Studies was to 
understand the basic problems with regard to education of 
children belonging to the socially and educational ly backward 
groups, i.e. the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and 
Muslims, in general and the girl child in particular. 

Besides conducting Focus Group discussions in the 
selected villages a sample of ten households was also 
selected for interviewing their heads through ax structured 
Interview Schedule. The procedure adopted for selecting the 
sample of blocks, villages and the households was as under. 

Since the data on enrolment and drop-out rates at the 
block level was not available, we selected the blocks on the 
basis of a higher proportion of population of the socially 
and educationally backward groups. The district had S7 . 02 
per cent of the Schedule Caste (1991 Census) and 20.45 per 
cent of the Muslim population (1981 Census). We, therefore, 
selected two blocks each having larger proportion of the 
Scheduled Castes and Muslims while the fifth block was 
s®lect®d on basis of the mixed character of its 
population. There were no Scheduled Tribes in the district. 
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Thu., block Tcivodi,3anj and Sidhor ware salectod for 

a larger proportion of the Schaduled Caste. 

blocks Bank! and Maiuai uere selected for their 

havirng higher proportion of Muslim. „hile Banikodar „as 

-1-ted a. a e,iked population Mock in .hich neither the 

chtduUd Castes nor Muslims had any significantly sizeable 
population. 

T„o Village, per block were selected after discussion. 

With the block level education official*- Ti- « 

u r T j. (. 1 a i s . 1 1 , (,i criteria for 

selecting the villages was : (a/^ c -i wt 

(a) a sizeable population of the 

ghdup on the basis „f „hich the concerned block 

i<*-tified.- and lb, the percentage of children in years 

^ge group enrolled in school One nP ti 

"uoi. One of the villages was 

selected on the basis nc i- • t 

d->is of high and the other with low 

enrolment rates. qinr-a ' ' 

‘eta on village-wise enrolment rates 

was not available, the onininn nP +i- j 

opinion of the education officials 

forced the basis of selection of th4 villages. 

Froe, each of the villages a sample of ten households 
selected and their heads interviewed. The selection of 

U- households was done on purposive randos, basis 

as only those households were selected which had school going 

age Children,, who were either enrolled in schools, had been 

enrolled in the past but dropped out, or, who had never been 

enrolled. 
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Eft r Q 1 m g» n t. 


The Table 1 shows that in the one hundred households of 
the ten selected village of the district there were 304 

Children in 6-11 years age group, i . a . an average of 3 

children per family. Among them 194 children (63. S per cent) 
were enrolled in schools. The enrolment rates for boys were 
7i...3 and girls 5b. O, The difference in the enrolment rates 
boys and girls were found very significant in the two 
villages of block Banki, village Sahawar Dbarauli of block 
Trivediganj and village Nasirwapur of block Sidhaur. 


Block Village 


Children Enrolled Per Cent Enrolled 
Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total 


MAWAI 

Newra 

16 

14 

30 

f 1 

10 

8 

18 

62 « 5 

57.1 

o 

o 


Kodra 

15 

17 

32 

11 

11 

22 

73.3 

64.7 

68.8 

BANKI 

J inhaul i 

17 

13 

30 

11 

6 

17 

64.7 

46.2 

56.7 


Mohammadpur 

Chowki 

16 

11 

27 

10 

4 

14 

62.5 

36.4 

51.9 

TRIVEDIGANJ 

Shahawar 

Dharauli 

13 

17 

30 

9 

3 

12 

69.2 

17.7 

40.0 


Bokhara 

15 

16' 

31 

11 

13 

24 

73.3 

81,3 

77.4 

SIDHAUR 

Usmanpur 

15 

19 

34 

14 

16 

30 

93.3 

84.2 

88.2 


Nasirwapur 

19 

15 

34 

12 

1 

13 

63.2 

6,7 

38.2 

BANIKODAR 

Bhikerpur 

16 

13 

29 

14 

11 

25 

87.5 

84.6 

86.2 


Ibrahiroabad 

13 

14 

27 

10 

9 

19 

76.9 

64.3 

70.4 

TOTAL 


155 

149 

304 

112 

82 

194 

72.3 

55,0 

63 « 8 


In Table 2 we have shown the caste— wise enrolment 


rates 


in the total of 100 •families of 10 villages of the district. 
It shows that the enrolment rates among the children 
belonging to the general Hindu castes and the other Efackward 
castes were identical, i.e. S4.E per cent and 85.7 per. cent 
respectively. The enrolment rates for girls among the 
families of the OEiCs was higher than among the higher castes 
(General). Another significant aspect of the data was that 
the enrolment rates c^mong the children, boys as well as 
girls, belonging to the Scheduled Castes, and Muslims were 
equal and significantly lower than those among the children 
of General Hindu and OBC families. 


Table 2 : CASTE-WISE AND SEX-WISE NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN 
SCHOOL GOING AGE, NUMBER AND PER CENT ENROLLED 
IN SCHOOLS IN THE TEN SELECTED VILLAGES 


Caste 

Children 

F am i 1 i e s 

Boys Girls 

in 

Total 

Children Enrolled 
inSchools 

Boys Girls Total 

General 

16 

22 

3_a 

15(93.8) 

17(77.3) 

■32 ( 84.2) 

Scheduled 

Caste 57 

56 

113 

38(66.7) 

26 ( 46 . 4 ) 

64 (56.6 ) 

0 . B . C . 

IS 

17 

35 

16(88.9) 

14(82.4) 

30(85.7) 

Musi ims 

64 

54 

I 

118 

i 

43(67.2) 

25 (46.3) 

68(57.6) 

TOTAL 

155 

149 

304 

112(72,3) 

82 ( 55 - 0 ) 

194(63.8) 


Among the 100 households surveyed, 110 out of 304 
children (36.2 per cent) in 6—11 years age group were out o-i- 


' : « ■ 
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per 


the schools. Among girls, the non-enrolled were 45.0 
cent while among boys such children constituted of 27.7 per 
cent. The reasons for non-enrolment of children belonging to 
different caste groups are given in Table 3. 


^ ^ DIFFaBIT CASTE GSOIFS IN Tf€ 

TEN SELECTED VILLAGES CF THE DISTRICT 


Reasons for 
Non-Enrolient 


General Caste S.C. 


{Multiple Responses) N=110 
O.B.C. Musliffis Total 


Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls 

(N=43)(N=67) 


Long distance of School 

Child lack interest 

No utility of Education 1 3 


7 

(23.3! 

13 11 

(68.4){36.7) 


- 7 

(10.4) 

51 18 12 

(29.4) ( E.3)(16.3){17.9) 


Poor Economic Condition 
of family 

Too early to send school 

Insincere teachers in 
School 

Inconvenient School timings - 


3 2 2 21 5 9 

(100.0)(60.0) (10.0)(100.0)(M.7) (11.1) ( 2.3)(11.6)(13.4) 

23 2 3 17 15 38 41 

( 100.0) (76.7) ( 100.0) ( 100.0) ( 100.0) (38.4) (88,4) (61.2) 


5 2 

(26.3) (6.7) 


3 

(17.6) 


8 2 
(18.6)( 3.0) 


Needed for family 
Occupation 


1 


( 100 . 0 ) 

Needed for Household (fork - 


Needed for Care of - 

Siblings 

No lady teachers in School - 


19 

( 100 . 0 ) 


2 

( 100 . 0 ) 


17 28 39 8 

(100,0)(71.S)(90.7)(11.9) 


5 

(100.0) 

- 22 
(73.3) 

3 

(100.0) 

- «. ■ 

30 

(44.8) 

's 

(100.0) 

- 16 
(53.3) 

2 ' 
(66.7) 

27 

(69.2) 

- 50 

(74.6) 

3 

(60.0) 

# ( 

- 16 
(60.0) 

f 

1 

(33.3! 

9 

(23.1) 

- 31 

(46.3! 
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The most important reason for non-enrolment of girls was 
their need for the care of their siblings in the family <74..6 
per cent) followed by poor economic ' Condi t i on of family ( 61 .S 
pef cent), „„ lady teachers in school < 46.3 per cent, and 
their need for household worP < 44 .a per cent). It seems that 
lue to poor economic conditions the elders, male and female 
hath. have to go out to work and earn and, therefore, the 
-sponsibility Of looPing-after the infants and todlers rests 
the young school going age girls. They have also to 
undertake routine household work in the absence of their 

‘ = ’ he noted that a siceable 

propoition of the respondents alto felt Inhibited in sending 

their daughters to school in the absence of lady teachers. 

A* for the reasons for non-enrolment of boys i, 

concerned it was found that again it is the poor economic 

condition of the family which discourages sending of boys to 

school. A large majority of the respondents maintained that 

ey were needed for the family occupation (TO . 7 per cent) 

and their poor economic condition <88.4 per cetn) does not 

permit them to send their children to school and lose direct 
or indirect earnings. 

The other reasons indicating their attitude towards 
education include -child lack interest in education- <17.9 

per cent tor girls, 16.3 per cent for boys) and -No utility 

Of education’ (13,4 ner rant 

^ iJBt cent for girls, 11.6 per cent for 

tioysJ. 
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Bja-gLM-A-ajC-l,. in A^endj5^nca 

The respondents were asked whether those of their 
children who were enrolled in schools were regular in 
attending their class? The respondents reported that out of 
112 boys and 82 girls enrolled in schools 92 boys and 45 
girls were regular. Thus, as compared to 82.1 per cent of 
the boys only 54.9 per cent of the enrolled girls were 
reported as reguleir in their schools. 


Table 4 s CASTE1--WISE AMD SEX-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF REGULAR AND 
IRREGULAR CHILDREN IN SCHOOL IN THE TEN SELECTED 
VILI_AGES 


Caste 

Boys (N 

Regular 

= 112) 

Irre- 

gular 

Girls (N 

Regular 

1=82 ) 

Irre- 

gular 

Total (N 

Regular 

= 194) 

I r re- 
gular 

General 

15 


8 

9 

23 

9 


o 

o 

at 

O 


(47,1) 

(52.9) 

(71 ,9) 

( 28 ,■1 ) 

Scheduled Castes 

26 

12 

1 1 

11 

15 

37 

27 


(68.4 ) 

(31.6) 

(42.3) 

( 57 . 7 ) 

(57-8) 

(42.2) 

Other Ba c k wa r d 

15 

1 

13 

1 

28 

2 

C a s t# e ■ 

(93.8) 

( 6.2) 

( 92 . 9 ) 

( 7.1) 

(93,3) 

( 6.7) 

Muslims 

36 

7 

13 

12 

49 

19 


(83.8) 

(16.2) 

(52.0 ) 

(48.0) 

(72.1 ) 

(27 . 9) 

TOTAL 

92 

20 

45 

37 

137 

57 


(82.1) 

(17.9) 

(54.9) 

( 45.1) 

(70.6) 

(29.4) 


From Table 4 we find that about 71 pter cent of the total 
children enrolled (boys and girls both) were reported as 
regular, i.e. attending school for 21 days or more in a 
month. The proportion of regular girls was, however. 


significantly low. The highest proportion of the regular 
girls belong to the Other E-tackward Castes (92.9per cent) and 
the lowest to the Scheduled Castes <4E.3 per cent). Ail the 
boys belonging to the General castes followed by about 94 _ per 
cent of the other Backward Gasted were reported as regular. 
The percentage of regular Muslim boys and those belonging to 
the Scheduled Castes was significantly higher than those of 
the girls of the sc^me groups of families. 

The respondents were further enquired about the number 
of days their children had cxttended the school during the 
last month. The details of the caste— wise responses are 
presented in Table 5. 


Table 5 : CASTE AND NUMBER OF DAYS CHILDREN ATTENDED SCHOOL 


LAEJT 

MONTH 

IN TEN SELECTED VILLAGES 


Caste 


No. of dcxys 

attended School 




E^oys 


Girls 



11-15 

*1 6 “SO S 1 Total 

11-15 16-20 21+ Total 

General 

.. 

15 

15 

1 8 8 

17 



( 100.0) 


( 5.8X47. 1 ) (47.1) 


Scheduled Castes 

— 

12 26 

38 

5 10 11 

26 



(31.6) (68.4) 


( 19.2) (38.5) (42.3) 


Other Backward 

— 

1 15 

16 

1 13 

14 

Castes 


( 6.2X93.8) 


( 7.1) (92.9) 


Mus 1 ims 

1 

6 36 

43 

1 11 13 

25 


(2.3) 

( 14.0) (83.7) 


( 4 . 0 X 44 . 0 ) ( 52 . 0 ) 



1 19 92 

(0.9) ( 16.9) (82.2) 


7 30 45 S2 

< 8.5) (36.6) (54.9) 


TOTAL. 


112 


35 


Among the boys belonging to the Scheduled Castes 31-6 
per cent were irregular who attended their school from 16 to 
20 days in the last month. Among the Muslim boys 16-3 per 
cent were reported as irregular who had attended their school 
from 11 to 20 days during the last month. 

Among the girls 52.9 per cent of the General Castes.. 
57.7 per cent of the Scheduled Castes and 4S per cent of 
Muslims had attended their school from 11 to 20 days during 
the last month. The proportion of irregular girls belonging 
to the Other Backward Castes was lowest, i.e. 7.1 per cent. 

A further question in relation to the irregular students 
was asked, to explore about their activities during their 
absence from school. The question was *what do they do if 
they don’t attend their school?' The analysis of the data 
has been done for irregular boys and girls separately and on 
Caste basis. The data is presented in Table 6. 

t if 

For the irregular girls only the activities were 
reported in which they remained engage during their absence 
from School. The most important activity covering 94.6 per 
cent of such girls was the domestic work while the remaining 
5.4 per cent were generally engaged in looking-after their 
siblings during the absence of their mothers. 

Most of the irregular boys (75-0 per cent) remained 
engaged in agriculture related activities and another 5-0 per 
cent looked-after their cattles during their absence from 
school. A significant percentage of irregular hoys however, 




do not engage themselves in any activity (SO.O per cent) and 
just waste their time in playing with other children. 


Table 6 ; CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN AND THEIR ACTIVITIES 
WHEN THEY DON’T ATTEND SCHOOL 


Activities 


General 


S . C . 


Caste 


0 . B . C . 


Mus i iiTiS 


Total 


Boys Girls Eioys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls 


Domestic Work 


9-13 
(100.0) (66.7) 


1 - 12 - 35 

(100-0) (100.0) (94.6) 


Look after 
cattle 


( 8.3) 


(5.0) 


Care of Siblings 


2 

( 13.3) 


(5.4) 


Agriculture Re- 
lated Wor'k 


9 

(75.0) 


6 - 15 

(85.7) (75.0) 


Engagement in 
Remunerative Work 


Does Nothing; 
Just play 


2 - "1-1 - 4 

(16.7) (100,0) (14.7) (20,0) 


TOTAL 


12 15 


20 37 


After enrolment and regularity in attendance in school 
we probed about the children who had left the school without 


completing their studies. The data is presented in Table 7. 


It 
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Table 7 : SEX-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN WHO DROPPED OUT 
AND WHO WERE NEVER ENROLLED IN SCHOOL IN THE TEN 
SELECTED VILLAGES 


Sex 

No . of Children 
Dropped-Out 

No . of 
Never 

Chi Idren 
Enrolled 

Total Children Not 
Enrolled at P r e s e n t 

Boys 

S9 (67.4) 

14 

(32.6) 

43 

Girls 

48 (71.6) 

19 

(28.4) 

67 

TOTAL 

77 (70.0) 

33 

(30.0) 

110 


Out of a total of 110 children in selected 100 
households who were cut present out of schools 70.0 per cent 
had joined a school earlier but left it without completing 
their studies. The remaining 30 per cent children had never 
joined a school. The percentage of drop-outs among girls was 
slightly higher (71.6 per cent) than among boys (67.4 per 
cent). A further analysis of the data indicate that the 
highest percentage of children leave their studies in Class 
II which gradually declines in Classes III, IV and V, In 
Table 8 we present a detailed data on caste-wise and class- 
wise distribution of drop-outs among boys and girls. 

We find that a significantly larger pecentcuge of 
children in all the caste categories, except the Scheduled 
Castes, had left their studies in Class II. Among the 
Scheduled Castes drop-outs a lartger percentage had left 
studies in Classes III and IV. 


38 


Table 8 s CASTE-WISE AND CLASS-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN 
WHO DROPPED--OUT OF SCHOOL IN TEN SELECTED VILLAGES 


Caste 

Class in 

I II 

which 

III 

Dropped 

IV 

V 

Total 

Bovs 







General 


1 




1 



( 100.0) 




( 3.5) 

Scheduled Castes 

- 

2 

3 

■ . 5 


10 



(20.0) 

(30.0) 

(50.0) 


(34.5) 

O.B.C. 

... 


■1 

— 


1 




( 100.0) 



( 3.5) 

Mus 1 ims 

1 

10 

2 

1 

3 

17 


(5.9) 

(58.8) 

(11.8) 

( 5.9) 

(17.6) 

( 58 . 5 ) 

TOTAL 

1 

13 


6 

3 

29’ 


(3.4) 

(.44.8) 

,(20.7) 

(20.7) 

( 10.4) 


Girls 







General 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 


(20.0) 

(20.0) 

(20.0) 

(20.0) 

(20.0) 

(10-4) 

Scheduled Castes 

5 

4 

5 

3 

2 

19 


(26.3) 

(21.1) 

(26.3) 

( 15.8) 

( 10.5) 

(39.6) 

O.B.C. 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

2 



(50.0) 

(50.0) 



( 4.2) 

Muslims 

4 

7 

5 

3 

3 

22 


(18.2) 

(31,8) 

(22.7) 

( 13.6) 

( 13-6) 

(45.8) 

TOTAL 

10 

13 

12 

7 

6 

48 


(20.8) 

(27.1) 

(25-0) 

( 14.6) 

( 12.5) 


TOTAL CHILDREN 







General 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 


(16,7) 

(33.3) 

(16.7) 

( 16.7) 

( 16.7) 

( 7.8) 

Scheduled Castes 

5 

6 

8 

8 

2 

29 


(17.2) 

(20.7) 

(27-6) 

(27.6) 

( 6-9) 

( 37 . 7 ) 

O.B.C. 

- 

1 

2 

- 

_ 

o 

<ud 



(33.3) 

(66.7) 



( 3.9) 

Muslims 

5 

17 

7 

4 

6 

39 


(12.8) 

(43.6) 

(17.9) 

(10.3) 

( 15.4) 

( 50 . 6 ) 


11 26 18 13 9 77 

(14.3) (33.8) ,(33.4) (16.9) (11.7) 


TOTAL 


39 


Th. data regarding drop-„ut= a., on, boy. and gi.l, ahou.a 

that about 4S per cent of drop-out boys as against S7 per 
»"t Of gicis bad left their studies in Class II. The 
percentage a,„ong girls drop-out, „as .1 as against about only 

^ a.ong boys „bo left school fro. Class I. « higher 

p r o po r t i c> n o 1" o i r 1 r\ ^ ■" " 

■ per centi). than boys (20.7 per cent) 

hed left their studies fro. Class III. one-fifths 

<dO./ per cent, of the drop-outs a.ong boys as against „ 6 

per cent a, song gins had left their studies in Class iv. 

while 10.3 per cent of bov<n -md -ip 

- ■ ' among girls had 

left their school in just the l^o-t 

just t(,c last year of the primary 

classes. 

Half the Scheduled castes drop-out boys left their 

studies in Class IV while 30 per cent had left the school i„ 

Class III. ,r,e Scheduled Castes drop-out girls the 

percentage of those who had left t f- « • 

"o had left their school in Class I r,nd 

III was 'higher, l.e. 26.3 per cent each. 

Among the children belonging to the Other Backward 
Castes Who had left their studies incomplete 100.0 per can, 

bC boys and 50 per cent Of gins left in Class III. yhe 

remaining 50 per cent of the girls had dropped-out In Class 
II. 

Aniong the drop—out childron i-r.i • 

P X, Children belonging to the General 

Castes 100 per cent of boys had left in n 

yi:. naa left in Class II while 20 per 

cent of the girls had left their ct.. 4 - 

studies in each of the five 

classes. 
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About pef cent of the drop-out Muslim boys and 32 per 

cent girls had left their studies in Class II. About 23 per 

tent of girls as against 12 per cent of boys had left in 

Class III and 18 per cent of girls as against about 6 per 

cent of boys had left their schobl’ during the first year of 
their schooling. 

The reasons, as explained by the respondents, for 
leaving the stodies incomplete by the children in their 
families are given in Tables 9 and 10. 


Table 9 


caste:-wise distribution 

AMONG BOYS. 


OF REASONS 


FOR DROP-OUT 


(Multiple Responses) 
Caste 


Reasons 


General S.C. Q.B.C. 

(N=1) (N=10) (N=1) 


Muslims Total 

(N=17) (N=29) 


Inability to bear I -jQ . 

School expenses < 100.0) ( 100.0) ( 10o’o) ( 10o"o) (10o!o) 


Earning to improve fam— i 10 i i/ 

ily’s economic condition ( 100.0) ( 100.0) < 100.0) ( 9471 ) ( 96 ^ 3 ) 


No utility of school 
education 

Child’s lack of Interest 1 

( 100 . 0 ) 

Harsh behaviour of Teacher — 


I r regular /Uncommi t ted 

Ttacher 


6 

( 60 . 0 ) 


4 

( 23 . 5 ) 

10 

( 34 . 5 ) 

3 

(30.0) 

- ' 

9 

( 52 . 9 ) 

13 

( 44 . 7 ) 

2 

( 20 . 0 ) 

-- 

7 

( 41 . 2 ) 

9 

( 31 . 0 ) 

2 

(SO.O) 

- 

5 

( 29 , 4 ) 

7 

( 24 , 1 ) 


A total of S9 boys belonging to the families of the 
respondents had dropped-out from schools. Among them 17 
belong to Muslim, 10 to the Scheduled Castes and one each to 
the General and Other Backward Castes. 

The reasons for drop-out reflect the poor economic 
conditions of the families as all the respondents expressed 
their inability to bear school related expenses while 96,3 
per cent maintained that the boys had to be engaged in 
gainful employment, to improve the family’s economic 
conditions. There were also some education and school 
related reasons in leaving the studies incomplete. The 
education related reasons included 'Child’s lack of Interest’ 
and ’No utility of School Education.’ The responces related 
to about 45 per cent and 35 per cent of drop-out children 
mentioned the two reasons respectively. Among the school 
related reasons were 'Harsh behaviour of Teachers' and 
’Irregular and Uncommitted Teachers' which were mention by 
the respondents in relation to about 45 per cent and 31 per 
cent of drop-out boys. 

In Table 10 we present the reasons for leaving the 
studies incomplete by girls belonging to the families of 
respondents. , i f 

Like the reasons given for leaving the studies 
incomplete by boys the reasons for dropping-out of schools by 
girls Indicate economjc compulsions as a major cause. The 
reasons for dropping-out of girls indicate that almost all 


reasons FOR DROP-OUT - 

, . .■ . ( \ " , ■ 

(Multiple Responses) 


Reasions 


1 n a b i 1 i t y to bear 
School expenses 

Domestic Work 

Looking after Siblings 

Opposition in family 
over sending of young 
girls to school 

No lady teachers in 
School 

Teacher’s indifferent 
attitude 

Irregular/Uncommitted 

Teacher 

No utility of school 
educat i on 




Caste 



General 

(N=5) 

s.c. 

(N=19) 

0 . B . C . 

(N=2) 

Musi irns 
(N=22) 

Total 

(N=4a) 

4 

(80.0) 

18 

( 94 . 7 ) 

2 

( 100.0) 

21 

(95.5) 

45 

( 93 . 8 ) 

5 

( 100.0) 

18 

(94.7) 

2 

( 100.0) 

22 

( 100.0) C 

48 

100,0) 

5 

( 100.0) 

18 

(94.7) 

2 

( 100.0) 

22 

( 100.0) 

47 

(97.9 ) 



( 10 . 5 ) 


( 4 . 5 ) 

( 6 . 3 ) 

3 

( 60 . 0 ) 

9 

( 47 . 4 ) 

1 

( 50 . 0 ) 

10 

( 45 . 5 ) 

23 

( 47 . 9 ) 

2 

( 40 . 0 ) 

3 

( 15 . 8 ) 

- 


5 

( 10 . 4 ) 

4 

( 80 . 0 ) 

10 

( 52 . 6 ) 

1 

( 50 . 0 ) 

2 

( 9 . 1 ) 

17 

( 35 . 4 ) 

— 

6 

( 31 . 6 ) 

- 


6 

( 12 . 5 ) 


the respondents mentioned ’Inability of bear school 
e,xpenses , 'Domestic work’ and 'Looking-after siblings.’ The 
reasons indicate poor economic conditions of the households, 
irrespective of their caste or religious background. The 
elder ladies in these households go out of their houses to 
work and in their absence the responsibility of the routine 

household work becomes that of the young school-going age 
girls. 
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The other important reasons were school related- The 
reason behind drop-out of about 4S per cent of girls was ’No 
lady teachers in School’ while in case of about 35 per cent 
of drop-out girls it was also due to ’ Irregular/Uncommitted 
teachers' which discouraged them, to continue their studies in 
school . 

As stated earlier a total of 110 children (43 boys and 
67 girls) were not enrolled in schools. They belong to 54 of 
the 100 families selected for interview of their heads. All 
the respondents replied positively when they were asked 
whether they 'would like to send their non-school going 
children to school and see that he/she completes studies?’ 

The next question that was asked related to the 
conditions, under which it will be possible for them to (a) 
enrol their non-school going children; (b) see that 
regularity of their children is maintained in attending the 
school; and (c) see that the children complete their school 
education. Their conditions are presented in Table 11. 

The significant conditions mentioned by the respondents 
•for tlie enrolment of their non-school going children were : 
(i) Free supply of books, stationery and uniform and stipend 
to all children belonging to the poor families (57.4 per 
cent); (ii) dedicated and regular teachers/adequate behaviour 
of teachers/teachers with good manners (S7.S per cent); (iii) 
Education must have practical ut i 1 i ty/ t e chn i cal edu cat ion and 
subject of home-science for girls (S5.9 per cent); (iv) 
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Ia.bLe.-i3. = RESPONDENTS’ CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH EDUCATION OF" 
THEIR CHILDREN WOULD BE POSSIBLE 


(Multiple (Responses) 


Condi t ions For 

Regularity 

Complet ing 

Enrolment 

in Attend- 

Education., , 

(N 

=54) 

ance (N=54)(N=54) 

School at convenient distance 

6 

6 

5 


( 11 . 1 ) 

(11. 1 ) 

( 9.3) 

Free supply of books, statio- 
nery & uniform and stipend to 

31 

23 

1 

children of poor families 

(57.4) 

(42.6) 

(1.9) 

Dedicated and F^egular Teachers/ 
Adec|uate behaviour of Teachers/ 

15 

16 

4 

Teachers with good manners 

(27.8) 

(29.6) 

( 7.4) 

School must have some lady 

5 

9 

1 

Teachers 

( 9.3) 

(16.7) 

( 1.9) 

Education must have some pract— 
cal utility/technical education 

14 

15 

50 

and Home Science for girls 

(25.9) 

(27.8) 

(92.6) 

School timing & holiday pattern 
should match the routine life 


3 

1 

in village 


( 5.6) 

( 1.9) 

Introduce play-way method of tea 

_ 



ching in early classes/teaching 

a 

20 

5 

through recreational activities 

(14.8) 

( 37 . 0 ) 

( 9.3) 

Separate School for girls 

10 

3 

2 


(18.5) 

C 5.6) 

(3.7) 

Facility of learning Urdu/Ava- 

11 

15 

12 

ilability of Urdu Teachers 

(20.3) 

(27.8) 

(22.2) 


Facility of learnign Urdu/avai labi 1 i ty of Urdu teachers (EO-3 
per cent); and (v) Separate school for girls ('IS. 5 per cent). 
Among the major conditions expressed by the respondents were 
5 one, related to their weak economic condition for which 
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they demanded free supply of learning material as well as 
uniform for school going children; two, conditions related to 
the school, i.e. dedicated and regular teachers with good 
manners and facility of learning Urdu; the rest of the two 
conditions were related to the policy with regard to the 
primary education; i.e. education should have practical 
utility for which technical education even in primary classes 
was suggested and separate schools for girls. 

As for maintaining regularity in attendance the major 
conditions exptressed by the respondents included : <i) free 
supply of learning material, uniforiTi and stipend to children 
of poor families (42.6 per cent); (ii) play-way method of 
teaching in early classes/teaching through recreational 
activities (37.0 per cent); (iii) dedicated and regular 
tee^chers with good manners (29.6 per cent); (iv) education 
should have some practical utility (27.8 per cent); and (v) 
facility of learning urdu (27.8 per cent). For regularity in 
attendance a larger proportion .of the respondents wanted the 

, It 

teaching in lower classes be through play-way inethod/recrea- 
tional activities as compared to the percentage of 
respondents laying this condition for enrolment of children. 
The percentage of those demanding facility of teaching of 
Urdu as condition for regularity in attendance of their 
children also increased to 27.8 as , against 20.3 cent of 
respandents putting this, condition for enrolment of their 


children 


The most important condition that may make it possible 
for them to see that their children complete studies was that 
the education must have some practical utility/technical 
education and home science courses for girls. This condition 
was emphasized by 9Z.6 per cent of the respondents followed 
by S2.2 per cent saying that the school should have 
facilities for learning urdu and teachers must be available 
in schools to teach this language. ^ 

The next question put to the respondent was that 'Is any 
of your school going child/girl getting any assistance from 
school?' Out of the 194 children enrolled in school 85-1 per 
cent were reportedly getting some assistance while 14.9 per 
cent were not because they were enrolled in private schools. 
The respondents identified two kinds of assistance that their 
children were getting : the children studying in Junior Basic 
School (85.1 per cent) were getting 3 Kgs. wheat per month in 
place of mid~day meal. Although there were general 
complaints from parents, participants in the focus group 
discussions and the teachers that the distribution of wheat 
had been very irregular, and was generally distributed once 
in three months, and the quantity lost due to non- 
distribution was not compensated. Despite this serious 
shortcoming in the scheme teachers as well as gram sabha 
members feel the scheme has made an impact on atleast the 


enrolment of children. 
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Another assistance that about 30.0 per cent of the 
.students were getting was the stipend a Rs. 12.00 per month. 
All the Scheduled Caste children studying in Junior Elasic 
Schools were getting the stipend while 10 per cent of the 
children belonging OBC and 7 per cent of the Muslims were 
also getting this assistance. The data is presented in Table 


Table 12 : CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL. GOING CHILDREN 
GETTING ASSISTANCE FROM THEIR SCHOOL IN THE TEN 
SELECTED VILLAGES 

(Multiple Responses) 


Type of Assistance 


Caste 

General S.C. O.B.C. Muslims Total 


The respondents were enquired about their attitude 
towards the schooling of their children by asking ’on whose 
schooling you put more stress?’ The options to this question 
were ’on daughters* s choo 1 ing/sons ' / bo t h . ’ 


•I 
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A larger percentage of the respondents <46.0 per cent) 
stressed on the schooling of sons and daughters both while 
37.0 per cent of the sample maintained their stress was on 
the schooling of sons. Only 4.0 per cent of the respondents 
stressed on the schooling of daughters. A significant 
proportion of the sample (13.0 per cent) added a new option 
’None' which reflect their apathetic attitude towards the 
education system itself which they probably do not consider 
useful in the present socio-economic conditions. 

The caste-wise distribution of responses are presented 
in Table 13. 


I gble 13 : CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES STRESSING 
SCHUOI_ING OF CHILDREN 


Caste 

St re 

s s on t he Sc h o o 1 i n g o f 


Daughters 

Sons 

Both 

None 

Total 

General 

E 

2 

a 

1 

13 


(15.4) 

( 15.4) 

(61.5) 

( 7.7) 


Scheduled Castes 

- 

18,^ 

12 

5 

35 



(51.4) 

(34.3) 

(14.3) 


Other Backward Castes 

1 

3 

8 


12 


(8.3) 

CE5.0) 

< 66 . 7 ) 



Muslims 

1 

14 

18 

7 

40 


(E.5) 

(35.0) 

(45.0) ' 

( 17.5) 



4 

37 

46 

13 

100 


(4.0) 

(37.0) 

(46.0) 

( 13.0) 
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The caste-wise distribution of: responses indicate that 
two-thirds of the respondents belonging to the Other Backward 
Castes and per cent of the General castes maintained 

that they put equal stress on the schooling of sons and 
daughters both. As compared to them, 45,0 per cent of the 
Muslim respondents held this view. More than half of the 
Scheduled Castes respondents (51.4 per cent) and 35.0 per 
cent of the Muslims were stressing for the schooling of sons 
only, A significant response from 17.5 per cent of the 
Muslims and 14.3 per cent of the Scheduled Castes was that 
they do not stress on the schooling of either the daughters 
or the sons. A large percentage of respondents belonging to 
the Scheduled Castes and Musliiris preferred schooling of sons 
only. A sizeable section among the two groups was ailso 
averse to school education of their children. 

As mentioned eau'lier 83.0 per cent of the respondents 
had stressed on the schooling of either their sons alone or 
sons and daughters both. We enquired about their reasons for 
stress on schooling of sons. In Table 14 we present th.e 
same . ' ' • 

The stress on schooling of sons was due to the fact that 
they were considered bread earners for the family (100.0 per 
cent) as well as for themselves (98.8 per cent). Nearly two- 
thirds of the respondents believed that their sons will 
maintain them in their old age. The same proportion of the 
sample also felt education o,f sons enhances the prestige and 
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Table 14 : CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS AND THEIR 
REASONS FOR STRESSING SCHOOLING OF THEIR SONS 

(Multiple Fiesponses) 


Reasons 

General 

(N=10) 

Caste 

S.C. O.B.C. 
(N=30) (N=11) 

Musi ims 
(N=32) 

Total 
( N=a3 ) 

He is to earn his bread 

•10 

29 

11 

32 

82 ■ 


( -100.0) 

(96.7) 

(100.0) 

(100.0) 

(98.8) 

He has to add to 

•10 

30 

11 

32 

. 83 

Family's Income 

( 100.0) ( 100.0) 

( 100.0) 

( 100.0) ( 100.0) 

He hc^s to maintain 

6 

23 

6 

19 

54 

parents in old age 

(60.0) 

(76.7) 

(54.5) 

(59.4) 

(65.1) 

His Education enhances 

6 

20 

6 

22 

54 

status of the family 

(60.0) 

(66.7) 

(54.5) 

(68.8) 

( 65 . 1 ) 

Community, give prime 






importance to Sons' 

4 

11 

2 

10 

27 

Education 

(40.0) 

(36.7) 

(18.2) 

(31.3) 

( 32 . 5 ) 

No daughter 


3 

1 

5 

9 



(10.0) 

( 9.1) 

( 15.6) 

( 10.8) 


status of the family while about one-third of the resp>ondents 
were following only the customs of the community which gives 
prime importance to sons' education. . 

^ ‘ ■ ■ l' .T ' 

The caste-wise differences in the stress for son’s 
schooling indicate that a higher percentage of the 

respondents belonging to the Scheduled Castes considered the 
son's schooling as a measure of social security for them 
during their old age and that a higher proportion of Muslims 
and Scheduled Cctstes respondents stressed on the schooling of 



sons because they believed the son's education enhances 


prestige and status of the family 


Further, 37 per cent of the respondents had stressed on 


schooling of sons only. They were, therefore, asked about 


chooling of their daughters 


In Table 15 we present their multiple responses in 


found that all the respondents thought 


that the respon 


ibility for 


means of livelihood 


rests on husband and the daughters have to depend on her 


spouse for all of her requirements. Next, 97.3 per cent of 


Table 15 


CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS AND THEIR 
REASONS FOR NOT STRESSl\vi<l5 ON SCHOOLING OF THEIR 
DAUGHTERS 

(Multiple Responses) 


Caste 


Reasons 


General S.C. O.B.C. Muslims Total 
(N=2) (N=1S) (N=3) <N=14) <W=37) 


Marriage is the 'be-all & 2 17 3 14 36 

end-all 'in daughter's life ( 100.0) (94.4) ( 100.0) ( 100.0) (97.3) 


Daughter depends on her 
spouse for her livelihood 


( 100 . 0 ) ( 100 . 0 ) ( 100 . 0 ) ( 100 . 0 ) ( 100 . 0 ) 


Difficult to diges 
tents of education 


con 


Daughter's education does 2 11 1 10 24 

not add to status of family(100.0)(61.1) (33.3) (71.4) (64.9) 


A suitable match for edu- 
cated daughter is problematic 


No daughter 


who stressed on Schooling of 


Res pondent 
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the respondents also supported the above contention by saying 
that "Marriage is the ’be-all and, end-all’ in daughter’s 
life." This, however, indicate that the parents consider 
marriage of their daughters as the sole aim and that marriage 
is treated as a culminat ion of daughter’s career. 

About three-fourths of the respondents also felt that it 
was difficult for their d&nighters to digest contents .of 
education. This reason goes against the abiities of their 
daughters which they probably consider inferior to their 
son’s capabilities. Since the respondents consider their 
daughters’ permanent home was that of their spouse’s they 
felt' that schooling of daughters does not add to the status 
of the family. About 65 per cent of the respondents 
subscribed to this view. About one-thirds also said that to 
find out a suitable match for an educated daughter is 
difficult and problematic and, therefore, it is better if 
they remain illiterate. We did"not find any significant 
differences in reasons on the caste basis. 

, II 

Only 4 per cent of the respondents stressed on the 
schooling of only daughters while 46 per cent had maintained 
equal emphasis on the schooling of sons and daughters both. 
Thus, 50 per cent of the sample had stressed on the schooling 
of daughters. In Table 16 we present the caste-wise 
distribution of respondents and their reasons for giving 
importance to daughter’s education. 
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The Table 16 shows that all the respondents felt that 
education makes girls self-reliant and confident; 82 per cent 
also felt it increases employment opportunities; 58 per cent 
maintained that by educating daughters will ensure educc^tion 

■ Table 16 s CASTF£-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS AND THEIR 
REASONS FOR IMPORTANCE TO DAUGHTER'S EDUCATION 

(Multiple Responses) 


Caste 

Reasons General SC OBC Muslims Total 

(N=10)(N=12) (M=9) (N=19) (N=50) 


Educated girls remain self- 10 12 9 19 50 

reliant and confident (100.0) ( 100.0) (100.0) (100.0) ( 100.0) 


Increases 
tunit ies 

employment oppor- 

( 

6 12 
60.0) ( 100.0) 

6 

(66.7) 

17 

(89.5) 

41 

(82.0) 

Educated daughter can get 
higher bride price/Mehar ( 

2 

20.0) 

3 

(25.0) 

4 

(44.4) 

10 

(52.6) 

19 

(38.0) 

Lesser amount of dowry for 
educated girl ( 

1 

10.0) 

4 

(33.3) 

4 

(44.4) 

9 

( 47 . 4 ) 

18 

(36.0) 

Ensure education for 
further generations ( 

7 

70.0) 

9 

(75.0) 

4 

(44.4) 

9 

(47.4) 

29 

(58.0) 

Education 
ove social 

of girl can impi — 
status of family 

1 

(10.0) 

3 

(25.0) 

1 

(11.1) 

3 

(15.8) 

8 

(16.0) 

Education makes girls con- 
scious of their legal rights 
in the society 

4 

(40.0) 

5 

(41.7) 

2 

(22.2) 

3 . 

( 15.8) 

14 

(28.0) 

It prepare 
making in 

them for decision 
all wa Iks of life 

-8 

(80.0) 

9 

(75.0) 

i|. 

( m 

5 ■ 

(26.3) 

26 

(52.0) 

It brings 
nes 

health conscious- 

4 

(40.0) . 
' ! 

— 

1 

( 1 1 « 1 ) 

2 

(10.5) 

. 7 

(14.0) 

Education 

marriage 

can hike age of 

1 

( 10.0) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

( 2.0) 

No Son 


3 

(30.0) 

4 

(33.3) 

E 

( S£ » S ) 

1 

( 5 . 3 ) 

10 

( 20 .. 0 ) 
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among children of the next ‘generation; and, 5S per cent felt 
schooling will prepare them for decision making in every walk 
of life. 

Caste-wise, all the respondents belonging to different 
groups maintained that education makes girls self-reliant and 
confident; all the respondents belong to the Scheduled Castes 
and about 90 per cent of Muslims ftilt it increases employment 
opportunities; 75 per cent of SC and 70 per cent of those 
belonging to the higher castes said that it will ensure 
education for the next generation; SO per cent of the High 
Castes and 75 per cent of those belonging to Scheduled Castes 
thought education of girls prepares them for decision making 
in all walks of life, such as in the family, panchayats and 
legislatures. They may also be prepared for leadership role 
in the society . 


Desire -For Ch ai.n in Present. , 

Edu c^»^ i.on ay.. s . 

The respondents were asked whether they wanted any 
change to be brought about in the present education system of 
the school. Three-fourths (74 per cent) of them replied in 
‘'yes*. The highest proportion of them belonged to the high 
castes (84.6 per cent) followed by those belonging to the 
other Backward Castes (83.3 per cent), Muslims (72.5 per 
cent) and the Scheduled Castes (68.6 per cent) ((able •!/). 


■nn' 




55 


Jablg. IZ s CASTEZ-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS DESIRING 

CHANGE IN THE PRESENT EDUCATION SYSTEM 


Caste 


Des i r e change. 

Yes ' No 

Total 

General 


11(84.6) 

2(15.4) 

13 

Scheduled Caste 


24(68.6) 

11(31.4) 

35 

Other Backward Caste 

i 

1 i 

10(83.3) 

2(16.7) 

12 

Mus 1 ims 


29(72.5) 

11 (27.5) 

40 

TOTAL 


74(74.0) 

26(26,0) 

100 

Those desiring change 

to ' be brought 

about in the 

presen t 


education system were probed -Further and asked to speci-Fy the 
changes they desire. Their multiple responses are presented 
in Table 18. It shows tha\t 35.1 per cent oF them wanted the 
education must have practical utility which helps them in 
their occupations; 32,4 per cent -Felt vocational and 
technical education was more important and necessary; 25.7 
per cent wanted the education system should have some 
mechanism of immediate econonuc returns? 23 per cent wanted 
the education should be imparted through recreation and play; 
and 9.5 per cent wanted emphasis on practical education than 
only through books. 
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Tab.l,g,.„18 : CASTb-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS DESIRING 
DIFFERENT TYPES OF CHANGES IN THE PRESENT EDUCA- 
TION SYSTEM 

(Multiple Responses) 


Type of Change Desired 

General 
(N=1-1 > 

Caste 

S.C. O.B.C. 
(N=24) (N=10) 

Mus 1 ims 
(N=E9) 

Tot a 1 
( N=74 ) 

Education must have pra- 

2 

7 

4 

13 

26 

ct i cal utility 

(18.2) 

(29.2) 

(40.0) 

(44.8) 

(35.1) 

Emphasis on practical than 1 

2 

.3 

1 

7 

only bookish education 

(9.1) 

(8-3) 

( 30 , 0 ) 

(3.4) 

(9.5) 

Education through recrea- 

5 

7 

•1 

4 

17 

tion and play 

(45.5) 

(29.2) 

( 10.0) 

(13.8) 

(23.0) 

Vocational and Technical 

3 

7 

3 

1 1 

24 

Education 

(27.3) 

(29.2) 

(30.0) 

(37.9) 

(32.4) 

Education system should 

have some immediate eco~ 

6 

- 

4 

9 

19 

nomi c returns 

(54.5) 


(40-0) 

(31.0) 

(25.7) 


Thus, it seems a majority of the respondents desiring 
change in the present education system had in their mind that 
the existing system of ’education through books’ is of 
little use and, therefore, most "of their replies centred 
around the idea that it should be practical in nature and 
have utility in the occupations of tj-ifir children. It seems 
they were seriously concerned about their poor economic 
conditions and, therefore, wanted immediate returns from the 
education ignoring the fact that education upto only primary 
level has very little scope for it. 


I I 
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Caste-wise analysis of responses shows that a larger 
piercentage of tiuslirri and Other Backward Castes respondents 
desired that the education must have practical utility and 
that vocational and technical education ’is more important for 
their children. The responses of those belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes followed a similar pattern. A majority of 
the respondents from the high castes felt the education 
system should have some immediate econorriic returns while 45.5 
per cent of them desired the education should be imparted 
through recreational and play-way method. 

Another question related to the earlier one was 'do you 
want any change to be brought about in the present 
curriculum?' A total of 31 per cent of the respondents 
replied in affirmative. Caste-wise, they included 23 per 
cent of the High Castes; 23 per cent of the Scheduled Castes; 
17 per cent of the Other Backward Castes; and, 45 per cent of 
the Musi ims . 

They were asked to specify the changes that they wanted 
to be introduced in the curriculum. In Table 19 we find 
that about 26 per cent of the respondents wanted the 
curriculum should include chapters on festivals of different 
communities and states; about 23 per cent each suggested 
chapters on admini st rat i ve fiinctionlng at different levels 
and teaching of Urdu language;' about 19 per cent of each 
wanted some chapters on Health care and places of pilgrimage 
of different religions while about;. 13 per cent of each felt 


that chapters providing knowledge about new agricultural 
machines, tools, seeds, fertilizers and pesticides and on 
general knowledge and new scientific inventions will be 
useful . 


IiyLle._19 : CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS DESIRING 
CHANGES IN THE PRESENT CURRICULUM 

(Multiple Responses) 


Caste 


Curriculum should include 
include topics related to 

General 

(N=3) 

, » 

SC 

{N==8) 

I 

OBC 
( N=2 ) 

Mus 1 i rns 
(M=18) 

T o t-a 1 
(N=31 ) 

Nationalism & Heroes of 
Freedom Movement 

- 

■1 

(12.5) 

■■ 

2. 

(11.1) 

3 

( 9.7) 

Knowledge about new machine 
seeds, fertilizers & pesti- 
cides for agriculture 

5 

1 

(12.5) 

1 

(50.0) 

cl 

(11. -I ) 

4 

( 12.9) 

Administrative Funct i on ing 
at different levels 

1 

(33.3) 

3 

(37.5) 

- 

3 

( 16.7) 

7 

( 22 . 6 ) 

General knowl edge/New 
Scientific Inventions 


- 

- 

4 

(22.2) 

4 

(12.9) 

Health Care programmes 

1 

(33,3) 

1 

( 12.5) 

1 

(50.0) 

3 

( 16.7) 

6 

( 19.4) 

Teaching of Urdu 

E 

(66.7) 

2 

(25.0) 

1 

(50.0) 

2 

(11.1) 

7 

(22.6) 

Places of pilgrimage of 
different religions 

1 

(33.3) 

2 

(25.0) 

- 

3 

( 16.7) 

6 

(19.4) 

Festivals of different 
Communities and States 

1 

(33.3) 

3 

(37.5) 

1 

(50.0) 

3 

(16.7) 

8 

(25.8) 


The caste-wise variations in the responses suggesting 


modifications of the curriculum by including topics/subjects 
in the courses of studies indicate that of those suggesting 



cnange/ moai 1 1 cat i ons in the curriculum belonging to higher 
castes two-thirds .(66.7 per cent) wanted teaching of urdu and 
one-thirds each inclusion of chapters on admin i s t rat i ve 
functioning different levels; health care prog remrnas ; on 
places of pilgrimage; and, festivals of different commun i t i ( 3 s 
and states. Among the scheduled castes 2J7.5 per cent each 
suggested topics related to administrative functioning at 
different levels and festivals of different communities and 
states while 25 per cent of each wanted teaching of urdu and 
chapters on places of pilgrimage of different religions.. 
Among the Other Efackward Cadtes resjsondents 50 per cent of 
each wanted chapters providing knowledge about agricultural 
mach ines/too 1 s , seeds, fertilisers and pesticides; health 
care programmes; festivals of different communities and 
states; and, teaching of urdu language. Among the Muslim 
respondents 22.2 per cent wanted inclusion of chapters on 
general knowledge/new scientific inventions while •'16.7per 
cent of each suggested chapters on administrative functioning 
at different levels; health care programmes; places of 
pilgrimage of different religions; and, festivals of 
different communities and states. 


iQ r t. 


The respondents were asked ' do you want any change to b< 
brought about in the society which will encourage the girl 




IK 


I 
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to go for education?' The purpose behind this quest ion vi^as 

to .‘find whether s (,a) the ' respondents were in ' fa,vour ..of 
girls^ education and ' they-' want a social movement . for 
spreading ' education among girls without which girls in a- 
large, number may not be able to get ...an opportunity for'' 

educational and social advancement; and <b) they feel that 
the present so c i o-cul tural environment is not encouraging the 
girls to go for education. The Table 20 presents their 
responses. 


Table 20 : DISTRIBOTION OF RESPONDENTS DESIRING CHANGE IN 
SOCIETY IN FAVOUR OF GIRLS EDUCATION 


Caste 


Desire change 






?- 


fWli, 


Total 



General 

7(53.8) 

6(46.2) 

13 

Scheduled Castes 

17(46.6) 

16(51.4) 

35 

Other Backward Castes 

5(41.7) 

7(58.3) 

12 

Musi iiTis 

13(32.5) 

27(67.5) 

40 

TOTAL 

42(42.0) 

58(58.0) 

100 


We find that 42 per cent of the respondents expressed 
their desire for such a change in the society. Caste-wise, 
about 5'4 per cent of the respondents belonging to the higher 
castes followed by about 49 per cent of the Scheduled Castes, 
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42 per cent of the Other Eiackward Castes and 33 per cent of 
Muslims expressed their desire for a change in the society in 
favour of girls' education. 

Those who thought that changes be brought about in the 
society which encourages the girls to go for education were 
asked to specify the changes they would prefer. The Table 21 
presents their suggestions in this regard. 


Table 21 : CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS DESIRING DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF CHANGES IN THE SOClElTY IN 'fAvOUR OF GIRLS EDUCATION 


(Multiple Responses) 


Type of Changes Desired 

General 

(N=7) 

S.C. i 
(N=17) 

Caste 

O.B.C. I 
<N=5) 

Muslims 

(N=13) 

Total 

(N=42) 

Change in socio-cultural environment 
in favour of girls and their education 

5 

16 

3 

6 

30 

through mass movement involving impo- 

(71.4) 

(94.1) 

(60.0) 

(46,2) 

(71.4) 

rtant persons of all communities' 

Equal status to Boys and Girls will 
help them get equal opportunities in 

3 

4 

1 

4 

12 

the society 

(43.9) 

(23.5) 

(20.0) 

(30,8) 

(28.6) 

Practices such as Purdah and early 
marriage should be discouraged so 

2 

8 

2 

11 

23 . 

that Girls get an opportunity to go 

(28.6) 

(47.1) 

(40.0) 

(84.6) 

(54.8) 

for education 

People have to be convinced that 
educated girls have many advantages: 
will get a better spouse/may study 


14 

1 

5 

20 

further and be able to get a respe- 


(82.3) 

(20.0) 

(38.5) 

(47.6) 

ctable job/can look-after the family 
in a better way 







62 


About 71 per cent of the respondents felt that there was 
a need for a mass movement in support of education for girls. 
They thought the existing socio— cultural environment was not 
sufficiently in favour of girls* education due to certain 
prevailing prejudices or circumstances such as for the 
educated girls the parents face more difficulty in finding a 
suitable match/since they have to live with their husbands 
after marriage the respionsibility of maintaining the family 
is that of their husbands/educated sons enhance the prestige 
of their parents/only sons have to look-after their parents 
in old age/poor parents can hardly afford the cost of 
education of their sons, it is, therefore, not possible to 
spend on girls' education- 

A very high proportion of the Scheduled Castes 
respondents (94-1 per cent) followed by 71.4 per cent of the 
high Cc\stes, 60 per cent of the Other Backward Castes, and 
46.2 per cent of Muslims held the above view. 

About 55 per cent of the respondents thought that Purdah 
system and early marriage discouraged sending of girls to 
school. They were of the view that most of the parents do 
not like to send even their 7-S years old girls to scl'iool. 
Their stand becomes more rigid if the school is located 
outside their village. A sizeable section of the people also 
do not like sending girls to a co— ©'ducational school. Those 
holding such a view included 84.6 per cent of Muslims, 47.1 
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per cent of the Scheduled Castes, 40 per cent of Other 
Eiackward Castes and 28.6 per cent of the high caste 
respondents. 

About 48 per cent of the respondents felt that the 
people have to be convinced about the advantages of education 
among girls. The major advantages about which the people 
have to be convinced included : (a) the educated girls were 
likely to get a better spouse and for such girls the parents 
may have to arrange only a reasonable Dahez /the Mehar amount 
for such girls may be h ighe r Caste-wise , a significantly 
higher proportion of the Scheduled Castes (82.3 per cent) 
respondents held this view while ^£ 5 . 5 per cent of Muslim and 
20 per. cent of the Other Backward Castes respondents 
suggested this meaisure. 

About 29 per cent ofthe sample desiring a change to be 
brought about in the society in favour of girls' education 
suggested that the boys and girls both should get equal 
status in their families. ^ If they are given equal treatment 
both will have equal opportunities. Thus, the people have to 
be convinced that their daughters are in no way inferior to 
their sons and both needs equal attention. Caste-wise, 42.9 
per cent of the respondents belonging to high castes, 30.8 
per cent to Muslim, 23.5 per cent to the Scheduled Castes and 
20 per cent to the other Backward Castes suiggested this 
change to be brought about in the outloot: of the people. 


64 


gA^|3Lt; ^Q .. r , 'tr A V sh^rtism q r P r omo l r> . r^ 

Qn — euamii_« 3_ C h i i d r- «f»r% 

The main objective of the present study is to have 
fie r ce pt i ons , opinions and suggestions of the parents 
regarding specific problems in the education of girls in 
generc^l and the children from the disadvantaged groups in 
particular. The di sadvantaged groups, especially from the 
perspective of education, in the state of Uttar Pradesh, have 
been identified as Scheduled Castes, Muslims and Scheduled 
Tribes. 

Thus, the last question in the Interview Schedule for 
parents included was ’What mors supportive mechanism you are 
expecting which can promote education for your children?! 
This question was asked from 'all thb 'respondents in relation 
to girls education and from the respondents belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Muslirris for education 
among their children in particular. Their responses are 
presented in Table 22. 

Out of a total sample of 100 respondents 91 expected the 
support for promoting education among girls. They related to 
mainly to three aspects : (a) the supply of certain 
materials; (b) curriculum? and (c) teachers- About 40 per 
cent of the respondents were expecting the schools will have 
female teachers while 33 per cent felt training in 

handicrafts, tailoring, embroidery and knitting will promote 
education among girls. Employment oriented education using 
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Table gg : DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS EXPECTING SUPPORT FOR 
PROMOTING EDUCATION AMONG CHILDREN 

(Multiple Responses) 


Expecting Support 


For 

Education 

sm 

o 

Girls 

(N=91> 

SC Childr- 
en ( N=35 ) 

Muslim 
Children 
( N=40 ) 

14(15.4) 

18(51.4) 

12(30.0) 

11( 1g. 1 ) 

... 

5(12.5) 

36(39.6) 

9 ( E5 . 7 ) 

18(45.0) 

30(33.0) 

9(E5.7) 

12(30.0) 

9( 9.9) 

12(34.3) 

17(42.5) 

: 12(13. g) 

} { 

2( 5.7) 

8(20.0) 

18(19,8) 

9(25.7) 

8(20.0) 

5( 5.5) 

- 

6(15.0) 

8( 8.8) 


15(37.5) 


Free supply of books and 
Stationery 

Stipend to all girls in School 

Female Teachers in Schools 

Training in handicrafts, tailor- 
ing, embroidery and knitting 

Free supply of uniform to poor 
children 

Awards to meritorious Students 

Employment oriented education 

Use of Play-way method of 
teaching 

Appointment of Urdu Teachers 


local raw materials was considered helpful by 19.8 per cent 
of respondents in the spread of education among girls while 
15-4 expected free supply of books and stationery may be 
helpful; 13.E per cent of them thought awards to meritorious 
girl students can promote education among them while 1S.1 per 
cent of the respondents payment of stipend to all school 
going girls may help them significantly. 
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Aa regards the promotion of education among children 
belonging to the Scheduled Castes 51.4 per cent of 


respondents from the same castes thought free supply of books 
and stationery can promote education among their children. 


ine other iiisasures mentioned by them included : fr 
of school uniform to poor children (34 .3 per cent ) ; 


a 1 n 1 n g 


in tailoring, handicraft 


embroidery and 1 


cent ) 


appointment of female teachers in schools (35.7 


cent); and 


oyment oriented education (25.7 


The measures which can promote , education among children 
belonging to Muslim families as mentioned by the respondents 
of this community included s appointment of female teachers 


chools (45.0 per cent); free supply of school uniform to 


poor children (42.5 per cent); appointment of Urdu teachers 


schools 


cent ) 


handi crafts 


tailoring, embroidery and knitting (30.0 per cent); free 


upply of books and stationery (30-0 per cent) 


awards 


meritorious students (20.0 


cent ) 


empl oyment 


oriented education (20.0 


cent ) 



CHAPTER IV 

ROCUe GROUP DIBCUS3XOIM 

As per the guidelines of the Social Assessment Studies 
on the education of Children belonging to the socially 
disadvantaged group in general and girls in particular Focus 
Group Discussion was conducted in all the ten selected 
villages of the district. The participants were identified 
pirior to the conduct of the discussion. They also included 

, t / 

some females as it was thought that their o pin i ons/ s ugge st i on 
may be useful particularly in relation to girls education. 
Persons of different age-groups, educational and o c cupat iona 1 
background were included in the group. All of them had 
school going age children in their families. They were 
either enrolled in the school, enrolled earlier but dropped- 
out or never enrolled. The selection of the participants was 
made on the basis of the same criteria which was adopted for 
selecting the concerned village, e.g. persons from Scheduled 
Castes were selected if the village was selected on this 
criteria and the Muslim participants were selected if the 
village was . selected on the basis of their sizeable 
poplation. The discussion was conducted in a peaceful 
atmosphere and effort was made that other persons do not 
interfere during this exercise. 
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The V i 1 lags--wi ae details of the participants of each 
group cire mentioned along with the summary of discussion. 
The participants in the discussions were advised to speak on 
their own behc'lf and also on behalf of their community and 
village as a whole as some of therrt were also 
V i 1 1 ag e / c ommun i ty leaders. The issues placed for discussion 
of the groups are? listed in Appendix 1. The summary of the 
discussions is presented in the following pages. 


'i . vxll-age: newara 

Focus group discussion was held in village Newara of 
block Mawai. The block was selected since it had a high 
proportion of Muslims in its population and the village was 
also selected on the same co'ns ide rat i on . Therefore, all the 
ten participants in the discussion were Muslims. The 
discussion was held in the village on October S3, 1996 and 
lasted for three and a. half hours from 10.00 AM. 

The background of the participants in the discussion is^ 
given in Table 1 . 



Table 1 


PARTICIPATED IN FGD AT VILLAGE NEWARA 


Edu.c 

tion 


c cupat i on 


Nishat All 


M 35 Muslim Inter Cultivation Block Pramukh 


Rush da Hashmi 


F 46 Muslim M.A 


be rv 1 ce 


Shara^at Husain M 55 Muslim H.S 


Munnawar Khan 


Cultivation Member 

Pane hay at 

Housewife Parent 


Afsar Jahan F 40 Muslim - 

(BC) 

Mohd. Muslahuddin M 50 Muslim H.S 


Service 


Fatima Khatoon F 30 Muslim Vlllth Housewife 


Savitul Nisan 


Housewife 


Mohd. Sarwar 


M 55 Muslim Vlllth Cultivation Parent 


Khan M 32 Muslim Inter 


The group comprised si:< males and four females 


Four of 


was block Pramukh 


them were teachers 


one 


while one was member of the Gram Sabha. The summary of the 


discussion is given below 


The first question put to the par t i c i p^s-nt s wa 


consider education as imparted by school 
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your children?’' Most of the participants agreed that school 
education was important for their children. Shri Muslahuddin 
and Shri Munnawar Khan further elaborated that it was 
important because education helps the children to stand on 
their own feet and it also helps them get respect in the 
society. Shri Liaquat Ali Khan and Smt . Fatima Khatoon 
further added that education is as important for girls as it 
is for boys. Educated children do betteV in every field and 
school education forms a basis for further studies. On the 
other hand, Shri Nishat Ali said educated girl gets a spouse • 
from better family and they are also cible to manage their 
family in a better way. Mohd. Muslahuddin, however, said 
that many of the parents usually stress on the education of 
boys, because they have to work and run the family. Girls, 
however, do not get jobs in the village even after schoolin.g. 

In addition parents are tod poor which prevent them to send 
their daughters to school as they are required to help them 
in household activities. On this there was considerable 
discussion. In the end the group suggested that the 
government should run an effective scheme for removing 
illiteracy among the adults. The parents of the school-going 
age children should be familiarised with the benefits of 
education. When enquired whether of those enrolled in 

schools boys were more regular or girls, Shri Sharafa.t 
Hussain and Shri Liaquat Ali replied that in comparison to 
girls, boys were more regular. This was because parents 
engage the girls in household work and do not encourage them 
togotoschoolregularly. 
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The next issue was 'Why are girls being taken out of 
school more quickly than boys?' Srr.t . Rushda Hashmi was of 
the view that poverty prevents parents from continuing 
education of their girls even if they initially enrol them. 
However, Shri Munnaur Khan was of the view that there is no 
need to educate girls. They do not have to do jobs and when 
they grow up they have to look after their families. Smt. 
Fatima Khatoon and Mohd. Sarwar added that the girls in their 
village do the entire household work, they prepare the food, 
look after siblings and collect fodder for animals. There 
was a considerable discussion on this issue. Shri Nishat Ali 
said that poverty prevented'the pdr'ents from sending their 
children, particularly girls to school for five long yed^rs. 
Shri Liaquat Ali. also agreed to this. Smt. Fatima Khatoon 
said that she regularly sends her daughters to school without 
any let-ups. But, sometimes they themselves do not like to 
go when they see girls from other families were not going to 
school. They, therefore, also weint to avoid and enjoy. She 
thought that many a girls in the village who had been 
irregular in school eventually dropped— out. All the people 
in the group said that they had not taken their girls out of 
school. But if girls are withdrawn by some parents it is 
because they are needed to do household work, help their 
mothers in cooking meals and collect fodder for animals. 

The participants in the discussion suggested that the 
parents should be familiarized with the social benefits of 
education for girls. They should be convinced that there is 


no difference between daughters and sons and that they rnust 
give chance to girls to complete at least primary education. 
They should also not put the burden of looking after siblings 
on their school going age children. The responsibility of 
household work for girls must be avoided during school hours. 
This would encourage the children in general and girls in 
particular to go to school. 



Issue number 4 was 'the specific problems that the 
children of identified socially di sadvantaged groups 
(Scheduled Castes and Muslims) face in terms of schooling'. 
Shrl Nishat Ali said that the main problem in the schools was 
that the teachers were not able to' give proper attention to 
all the children. This was because the children were large 
in number. Smt . Hashmi was of the opinion that the children 
belonging to economically poor families were generally weak 
in the class because due to their involvement in household 


work they generally do not complete them home work and, 


ther ef 0 re , 


lag behind others. 


Further, their illiterate 


parents were also not capable of helping their in completing 
their assignment given in the class. Eiut Mohd. Sarwar did 
not agree with this. He said that although children help out 
at home but the work is not so much that they cannot do their 


school homework. Hence, this is no excuse for irregularity 


or their. poor perfor man ce in the class. Generally, in the 
school, he thought, children from poor families were nol 
given due attention equal to those belonging to better-of- 


f ami lies. 


Another problem, that Smt, 


Sav i tul 


14 i san 
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mentioned w^s delay in supply of study material. Poverty 
prevented the parents of the socially disadvantaged group to 
provide books and stationery to their children in time. She 


said this was a seriou 


problem which hindered the 


solve the problem of non-attention of teacher 


cussion suggested par ent-teacher 


mee 


booh 


they 


the government 


should supply the material to all childr 


belonging to identified socially disadvantaged group 


Issue number 5 raised for discus 


What are the 


ion wa 


problem 


of the group face , 1,0 terms of teachers 


attitude and peer group 


■^tt i tude? 


To this Smt, A 


said that the teachers were not able to give proper attention 


consideration of caste or religion but due to large number of 


students 


chool. The other participants in the 


observation 


The next issue (no. 7) for discussion was ’What are the 


problems the children in general and girls in particular face 


In this context Smt 


in terms 


Fatirria Khatoon said that the school had many shortcomings 


aid that although the 


chool was in the 


was situated at one end of the village and wa« 


the people who lived at the other end. The road to 


school was also bad and became water-logged during the rainy 
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season. Thus the children find it difficult to reach the 
school during such period. There was also lack of a toilet 
and there was no safe source of drinking water in the school 
which posed a serious difficulty. The school did not have a 
play ground so the children, especially the girls were not 
able to play. The participants, particularly Shri Sharafat 
Hussain, Shri Muslahuddin, Smt. Hashmi were very critical 
about the lack of such basic facilities in the school 
situated in such a large village. Shri Nishat Ali who is 
Block Pramukh promised to look into the matter and try to 
solve the problems that the children were facing. 

The next issue related to the existence of welfare 

schemes for school going children (No.S). Mohd. Sarwar 

informed that the children belonging to the socially 

disadvantaged groups get a stipend of Rs.1E per month and the 

entire amount of stipend for a year is paid at the end of the 

school session. Shri Munnawar Khan added the^t there was also 

a provision of 3 Kgs. wheat per month per student. A number 

of participant's were, however, critical about the operational 
♦ 

aspect of the scheme. They said that the wheat was not 

distributed regularly due to the lax attitude of the 
supplier. Often they get the wheat after S— 3 months. Smt. 
Hashmi clarified that stipend to all Scheduled Castes 
children was given but among Muslim students only some were 
getting. Shri Sharafat Hussain suggested that the Pr-adhan 
should have control over the supplier so that wheat can be 
distributed regularly. 
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The next issue taken up (No. 9) was very important. it 
related to the expectations of the participants front the 
school system. Shri Munnawar Khan said that the school 
should have sufficient number of teachers so that every child 
gets their proper attention and that each class must have a 
separate teacher. He also said that the school should create 
interest for studies in the child so that he/she is 
encouraged to study further. For this, he emphasised that 
the school should have one room for each class, the teachers 
should be regular and trained. Shri Nishat Ali suggested 
supply of adequate quantity of mid-day meals to the children. 
Smt . Afsar Jahan expected the school to provide study 
material to the children belonging to the poor families. 
Shri Liaquat Ali Khan suggested that the school should have a 
play ground and games material. Smt. Hashmi desired that all 
children should get equal treatment, |>y teachers in the school 
irrespective of their socio-economic background. Shri 
Muslahuddin thought the school curriculum should include 
teaching of English also while Shri Liaquat Ali felt that 
introduction of technical training in schools will enhance 
their utility. Mohd. Sarwar said that the holiday pattern 
must match the agricultural season as at that time children 
are requqired to help their parents. Shri Sharafat Hussain 
felt all the basic amenities should be available in the 
school and that the location of the school should be easily 
approachable. Everybody present in the discussion supported 


these views. 
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The next issue for discussion was 'What are the ways to 
overcome the constraints? To this Smt . Fatima Khatoon 
suggested that the best way to solve most of the day to day 
problems was to talk about them with the teachers of the 
school. Mohd. Muslauddin supported this view point and added 
that if parents take interest in the school they together 
with teachers can create an environment in the village in 
favour of school education of children in general and girls 
in particular. Together, they can solve many problems of the 
school c^nd improve its M/orking. f-'arents can also influence 
Gram Sabha to take interest in the working of the school. 
They can also, help in maintaining the school building 
proper ly . 

The last question proposed for the discussion was about 
the ways the community can participate in overcoming the 
constraints. Shri Sharafat Hussain and Shri Sarwar said that 


i t was 

imiportant that 

t I’-i e 

parents are 

i m p r e s s e d 

by 

the 

leaders 

of the village 

and 

of the i r own 

community 

not 

to 

engage 

their children in 

household work 

and in the 

care 

of 


younger children at least during school timings. They were 
of the view that the community leaders can make the parents 
understand the importance of school education for girls. 
They could thus convince the parents that it was in their 
interest to send their daughters to school rather than 
deprive them on the pretext of their own poverty or their 
help and support required in household activities. 


2- VXL-LAGiE KONORA 

Focus Group Discussion was held in village Kondra of 
block Mawai . Since the block was selected on the basis of 
its high percentage of Huslim population the village was also 
selected on the same criteria. Therefore, all the ten 
participants in the discussion also belong to the same 
coiTHTiun i ty . The discussion held on October S&, '1996 at '10.30 
AM lasted for about four and a half hours. The background of 
the participants in the discussion is given in Table 2. 

Table 2 : PROFILE OF PARENTS PARTICIPATED IN FGD AT VILLAGF KONDRA 


Name 

S e K 

Age 

Cast e 


Educci" 
t i on 

Occupation 

Pos i t i on i 
Vi 1 lage 

Anishul Nishan 

F 

35 

M u s 1 i m 

<BC) 

Ilnd 

Hous ewi f e 

Up-P radhan 

Abdul Majeed 

M 

55 

Muslim 

(BC) 

Vth 

Cultivation 

Panchayat 

Member 

Nanhey 

M 

40 

Mus 1 iiTi 

( BC > 

_ 

Cultivation 

Parent 

Shafi Ahmd. Khan 

M 

35 

Muslim 

(BC) 

VIII 

Service 

Teacher 

Abdul Qayurn 

M 

58 

Mus 1 iiTi 

(BC) 

VIII 

Cultivation 

Parent-^ , 

Shake el 

M 

45 

Musi im 


Vth 

Cultivation 

a rent 

Jameel 

M 

40 

Mus 1 im 


- 

Trade 

Parent 

Chunn i 

F 

42 

Mus 1 im 

(BC) 

- 

Labour 

Parent 

Asia Khatoon 

F 

35 

Mus 1 im 



Housewi f e 

Parent 

Aneesun Nisan 

F 

40 

Muslim 



Housewife 

Parent 


As is evident the group consisted of six males and four 
females. One of them was Up-Pradhan of the Gram Sabha while 
one was the meiriber of the Gram Sabha. The summary of the 
discussion is given below. 


RemultB o-F DigcuLSsAon 

The first question put to the participants was 'do you 
feel education as imparted by schools to be important for 
your children?’ Most of them replied positively- The female 
participants in general and Smt . Chunni in particular 

stressed the importance of education by saying that if the 
children in the family can read and write, they can at least 

read the letters that they get and they do not have to go to 

others for this purpose. They can also convey important 
message through letters to their near and dear ones. They 
can read posters, hoardings and even newspapers. In addition 
an educated mother can look after her family in a better way. 
Shri Abdul Majeed was of the view that education is equally 
important for both boys and girls. On this, there was 
considerable discussion. Smt. Anishul Nishan said that a 
number of parents had no problem in sending 6-7 year old 

daughter but do not like to send their daughters of above 

that age to the school. For them, observance of social 
customs was more important. Shri Shafi Ahmad Khan observed 
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that there are some parents who are conservative and do not 
like to send their daughters to school. But, Shri Nanhey 
painted out it was not because they were conse r vat i ve , it is 
the fear from the unsocial elements of the village. He 
further said that environment of the village is not good. 
Some of the young boys, who do nothing, tease girls. This 

happened a number of times. This prevents parents from 

sending their daughters to school. But, even the uneducated 
parents want to educate their daughters, in spite of the 
above difficulty. A number of participants particularly Smt , 
Aneesun Nisan supported his view. Shri Abdul Qayum specified 

that piorents prefer to enroll both boys and girls, hut boys 

are naughty and do not listen to their parents and do not do 
the household work they are told. So parents prefer sending 
them to school regularly. However, girls are sensitive, they 
help their mothers in the household work and so often miss 
their school. Ultimately they become irregular and stop 

going to school. Shri Shakeel differed with Shri Qayum on 

this point and said that most of the parents were sending 

both their sons and daughters to school regularly so that 

they can get 3 Kg, wheat per child per month. Shri Abdul 
liajeed, however, agreed to the observations of Shri Abdul 
Qayum that generally boys were' more regular in their 
attendance. This is because the girls help in the household 
work like cooking and washing, and looking after siblings. 
When there is a festival or occasion in the family they are 
stopped from going to school as their help is needf'd in the 
household work . £3mt . Anesun Misan said that in the absence 
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o-f good clothes girls feel shy in attending the school 
whereas boys can wear' even torn clothes but not girls. So 
poverty of parents hinders the attendance of girls. To this, 
Srrit , Nisan suggested that the government must provide free 
uniforms at least once a year to all the school going girls. 

fo the next issue for discussion "Why are girls being 
taken out of school more quickly than boys?’ Smt . Asia 

Khatoon, while initiating the discussion observed that ours 

is a conservative society and we have to abide by the social 
customs and norms. Although the views were changing, but it 
may take some time. Some parents still feel that school 

education for girls was not important. At the most they 

teach Quran, theology and urdu at their homes m 'W* ince 
adequate facility for teaching of urdu was not available in 
the school they had no attraction of the school educatio-n. 
After one or two years they withdraw them for studying Quram 
and Urdu at home. Shri Jameel, however, added that this does 
not affect the girls of 6~7 years age who study in some 
primary classes. This affects the older girls of 8~10 years 
who go in for higher classes. Smt. Khatoon continued and 
said that in Muslim society the girls from about -lO years 
have to observe Purdah , and that they cannot move about 
freely. On this Shri Abdul Qayum intervened and said that 
some parents do want ‘to educate their daughters till, at least 
class 10th but their village school does not have higher 
classes and they are against sending their daughers to fat- 
flung schools, Smt. Asia Khatoon said that girls are 


needed 


81 



to do the household work like washing, cooking, etc. and so 
they are not able to attend' s choo 1 . However, Smt , Aneesurn 
Nisan disagreed and said that because of only the household 
work parents do not prevent girls from going to school. She 
added that poverty is a major cause of non-enrolment and 
drop-out. She said that parents cannot afford to buy books 
and stationery for their children. At this fjoint Srnt . Chunni 
intervened and said that for the study of boys, p'orents take 
loans because a boy will earn in future and add to the family 
incori'ie. Eiut for girls’ education p^t'ents don't make any such 
effort as they think that girls will go away after their 
marriage. On this issue there was a heated discussion with 
Shri Nanhey cont radi ct i ng and saying that now-a-days parents 
consider the educa.tion of girls equally important. Instead, 
Smt. Anishul Mishan said that girls are more interested than 
boys in studying. They do better in school but the 
ci r cumstances were not very favourable for their education. 
Poverty of parents prevents their education while for the 
sake of face-saving social custom is cited as a reason for 
withdrawing girls from school. As a solution to this problem 
most of the parents suggested that the government must run 
special schemes for the educati.on of girls and all school 
going girls must be provided free uniforms and stipend. 



Issue number 4 was about* the sfjdcific problems that the 
children of the socially disadvantaged groups (SC and 

Muslims) face in terms of schooling. Shri Jameel said that 
the biggest problems the children of the disadvantaged group 
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faced was j.'Overt,y of their parents due to which iiripo r tars ce to 
their education is not given and they get study material 
quite late. The second problem was lack of adequate number 
of teachers. Since there was no lady teacher the girls feel 
shy and the parents feel reluctant to send their daughters to 
sciiool. There is also lack of sitting facilities in the 
school due to which children have to carry their own tat on 
which they sit in the school. Thus, all children sit 
separately due to which the gap between the children of high 
castes and low castes increases automatically. 

To solve these problems' thje female participants 
especially Smt . Chunni suggested 'increase in number of 
teachers, free uniform and stipend for girls of poor 
families, lady teachers in school, government help for 
.education of girls like free books and stationery. Some 
participants also suggested that the school must also have a 
library with story books which are written in simple 
language . 

The ne;!t issue (No-7> for discussion was ’What are the 
problems the children in general and girls in particular face 
in terms of physical facilities?' To this Shri Shafi Ahmed 
Khan said that the school does not have a proper play ground, 
only little open space has been left in front of the school 
for playing which is very inadequate and unsafe. During 
rainy season the road to the school gets water-logged and so 
the children cannot go to school. There is also lack of a 
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toilet and safe drinking water in the school. Smt . Chunni 
suggested that the school should be within a distance of 1 
km. and must have a play ground. This play ground must be 
surrounded by a brick wall so that it is safe. The school 


must also 

have 

a toilet and safe 

drinking water 

■'at'" 

the 

e a r 1 i e s t . 

Shri 

Shakeel added that the funds 

.that' 

a.r e 

san ct i oned 

for 

development of the 

school must be 

fj i vcni 

• to 

either the 

s choo 1 

head master or to 

the Gram Pradhan 

S 0 

tha.t 


their optimum use can be made possible. 

The next issue related to the existence of welfare 

schemes for school going children (No-S). Sbri Abdul Majeed 
said that although they were hot -fully aware of all the 
schemes that were being run by the government, they knew that 
3 kg. wheat per month per child was given. Scheduled Caste 
children were getting a stipend of Rs.1H per month. The 

Muslim children were also going to get stipend but as yet 

none of them had got it- However, Shri Jameel complained 

that the attitude of the dealer who distributed the wheat was 
not good and he did not weigh the grain he distributed. He 
used a cam to distribute the wheal which was often only 3 
2-5 kg. instead of the stipulated 3 kg- 

To solve the above problems Smt. Chunni suggested that 
the quantity of wheat must be increased from 3 kg. to 5 kg. 
and it must be distributed by the school teachers. The 
amount of stipend must also be increased from Rs.1£^ to Rs„25 
per month and that ell Muslim children should also get it. 
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The next issue was very important and related to the 
expect^^t ions of participants from the school system. Smt . 
Anishul Nishan said that there must be one teacher for H5 
students and the school should have more female teachers than 
males. Smt. Asia Khatoon expiected the school to have a 
decent building. The village contractors should be avoided 
while giving contract for construction as he uses a lot of 
sand and being local he is able to influence pteopile not to 
complain against the poor quality construct i on - Shri Nan hey 
suggested that the school must have a pleiy ground and 
sufficient games material. Shri Shafi Ahmad Khan suggested 
that the school must have one map each of the district, state 
and India so that the children have knowledge of geography. 
Smt. Chunni observed that children of poor families 
especially the girls must get free uniforms and free books 
and stationery. Shri Abdul Qayum felt that the school 

, I ! 

building must also be maintained properly and white washed at 
least once in two years and there must also be a provision 
for health check-ups of children at least twice a year. Shri 
Jameel and Srnt . Asea Khatoon felt that teaching of Fnglish 
and Urdu will attract more children to school and that 
teachers must be provided for these subjects. They were 
supported by most of the part i ci pants . 

Issue number 10 was "what are the ways to overcome the 
constraints they experinece?" To this, Shri Shafi Ahmad Khan 
replied that there must be regular inspections in the school. 
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The SD.X (Sub-Divisional Inspector of Schools) must visit the 
school at least once a month, must talk to the students and 
their parents about their problems and must check the school 
records properly. 

The last question in the schedule related to the. ways 
the community can participate in overcoming the constraints. 
Shri Abdul Qayum and Smt . Chunni observed that some of the 
elders in the village are res pecte'd ' by most of the people. 
If they seriously try to impress upon parents to send their 
children to school, to give equal importance to education for 
boys and girls and avoid engaging girls in household work 
during school hours, it will certainly have good effect on at 
least some of the parents. 

The village elders can 'built an environment in favour of 
school education. If some enrol their children others will 
also follow during the course of time. Shri dameel felt if 
elders keep a check on who has not enrolled his children in 
school or who were detaining their girls for household work 
the parents may realise their mistake. With such efforts of 
elders for a few days in a month the environment is bound to 
change in the village. The village elders should, therefore, 
be approached and requested by the education officials for 
their active involvement in this activity. Every one of the 
participants supported Shri Qayum and Smt. Chunnl’s 
observations and suggestions. 


3- VXI_L.AGE: JXNHAUL-X 


The Eslock Bank! in the district was selected on the 
criteria of having significant proportion of the Muslim 
population. Ihe same criteria was applied in selecting the 
two villages from the Block for Focus Group Discussion. The 

village Jinhauli was one of them. The Focus Group Discussion 
was held in the village on October 28, 1996 which lasted for 
about four and a half hour from 11:0 AM. Thus, all the 
cipants in the discussion belong to this segment of popula- 
tion. The background of participants is given in Table 3. 

Table 3 : PROFILE OF PARENTS PARTICIPATED IN FGD AT VILLAGE JINHAULI 


Name Sex Age Caste Educa- Occupation Position in 

_ tion , Village 


Smt . Shari fun Nisan 

F 

40 

Mus 1 im 

(BC) 

- 

Housewife 

Gram Pradhan 

Smt » Janatul Nisan 

F 

30 

Nus 1 im 

( BC ) ' 

f -i 

'Weaver 

a rent 

Smt « £3hak i r a Ban o 

F 

45 

Musi im 

(BC) 

- 

■ Housewife 

Pane hay at 

Mem be r 

Smt. Waheedcin 

F 

50 

Mus 1 im 

(BC) 


. Hoiisewi f €r ■, 

Pane hay at 
Member 

Smt. Fahmeed Jahan 

F 

40 

Mus 1 im 



Housewife 

Par €^n t 

Mohd. Shakir 

M 

40 

Mus 1 im 

(BC) 


Trade 

Panchayat^ 
Memfoe.r ' 

Mohd. Saeed 

M 

45 

Muslim 

( BC ) 


Labour 

a rent 

Zia Uddin 

M 

40 

Muslim 

(BC) 

BMS 

Medi cal 

Parent 







Pract i t i oner 

Nida AhffiSd 

M 

42 

Muslim 

(BC) 


LabouF 

Pat ehl 

Shams uddin 

M 

45 

Mus 1 im 

(BC) 

- 

T rade 

f'-^ar ent 
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As is evident from the above table that half of the 
part i c i pants in the group were females, nine members 
belonging to Backward Castes as most of the families residing 
in the village belong to this group. Four participants were 
active in village affairs as they were associated with Gram 
Sabha. Among them were three female participants. One of 
the females was Gram Pradhan of J inhaul i. 

q-F Plscuission 

The first issue raisevl for discussion was ’do you feel 
education as impaxrted by schools to.be important for your 
children?' Initiating the discussion Shri Miaz Ahmad 
emphasized the importance of school education for children. 
Smt. Sharifun Nisan, however, saic^ ,^hat there was no doubt 
that school education was important for children. The 
parents also realise its importance but due to a number of 
reasons they were not showing interest in it. She eKplained 
that due to poverty, illiteracy and some social customs some 
of them were reluctcant to send their children to school. 
Supporting the point raised by Smt. Sharifun another female 
participant, Smt. Waheedati said that due to poverty some 
parents feel that instead of sending their children to school 
they should help them by looking after the household work or 
by working during agricultural season and contributing to 
family earnings. Since most of the parents were illiterate 



they think only about the immediate gains, Sf 


said that 


are not su. posed to tal 


they have to be proficient in household wof 


will help them in their future also “ when 


ma r r i e d 


and live with husband and in-law 


and theology wa 


important for them which was not 


s choo 1 


aome women in the village who have studied Quran 


teach many of the girls without charging any 


ome boys of the vi 


tiaulvi Saheb in the nearby village and study Quran 


snd Urdu 


3 hri Shamsuddin pointed out that some of 


the Muslim parents do not prefer to send their 8 


7’ year 


chool not because they have to obse 


because they don't want their girls to mix-up with boys 


point Smt. Shakira E-iano intervened and argued in 


school education for children in generc^l and 


particular 


emotional in her assertion that had we 


a c h a n c e to 


tudy in a school our conditions would have 


been different 


We would not have been so ignorant about 


cat we hear from others. At least we would have 


every 


realised the importance of education. It is true that every 


child cannot go to college or get a job of Babu (clerk) but a 


supported in her assertion 


Shri Zia Uddin, Smt , Fahrneed Jshan and Smt. Shakira Eiano 


In relation to the next is 


being taken out of school mrjre quickl 


boys 


due" to poverty of 


Shamsuddin 
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Fahmeed Jahan said the basic reason was illiteracy arriong 
parents duej to which they do not realize importance of school 
education for girls while Shri Zia Uddin mentioned the 
practice of purdc^h as an important reason for withdrawing 
girls from school. Smt. Shari fun Nisan said that one of the 
important reason was that the girls themselves lose interest 
in school when they see that many of the girls of their 
adjoining families were not attending the school. The 
village environment and the negative attitude of other girls 
towards school education was also respionsible for the early 
drop-out among girls. After they stop going to school they 
generally look-after the household work, take care of their 
younger siblings and the cattles. Due to poverty and 
illiteracy the parents also do not insist on cont inua».t i on of 
their school education. 

Smt . Shakira Dano suggested that parents should feel 
responsible for the household work and should do it 
themselves during school hours. She further suggested that 
parents have to be convinced that edu-cation for girls was as 
important as for boys and that the mar riage^ settlement may be 
easier for educated girls. Shri Ziauddin suggested that a 
vigorous drive needs to be .launched to convince illiterate 
parents about the desirability and utility of education among 
girls; 

The next question (No. 4) related to the 'specific 
problems the children of socially disadvantaged group (SC and 
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Muslim) face in terms of schooling.' Smt. Sharifun Nisan 
mentioned lack of adequate facility for the study of Urdu 
language- She complained that even if the school had an urdu 


unable to devote time for thi 


required to teach other subjects also. He 


concentrate on teaching of this language 


Due to 


objects the urdu teacher al 


interest in his primary 


object- Shri Ziauddin 


that if Urdu 


o taught in the school properly the 


children will find it easier to study theology and Quran 


Shri Mohd- Shake el and Shri Niaz Ahmad also 


supported the 


points raised by Smt. Sharifun Nisan and Shri Zi 


Uddin 


Shri Shamsuddin pointed out that there were only three 


teachers for about 200 children in the school 


cannot pay attention to such a large number of student 


results 


is that only good students or children belonging to 


economically better-off families are able to get teacher’s 


attention 


Those belonging to socially di sadvantaged group 


are also generally economically poor and weak in their 


studies 


They need more attention of teachers but they are 


not adequately attended 


Smt. Waheedan said that due to poverty parent 


difficult to arrange proper clothes for their school going 


girls. The girls in poor/shabby clothes feel shy in school 


remain absent from school on on 


therefore 


the other 


hool but 


lack of interest in 


for their daughter 
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helpless in this regard. Al'so, ch'iidren belonging 
■Fariiilies get their books and stationery very late, 
the intervening period they try not to attend school 


tinie they get the books some lessons are alreeidy covered 
the class. They, therefore, become weak and start lo 


interest in the class 


Smt . Janatul Nisen 


tudy material to at least girls of the poor familie 


applied by the school 


Shri Shams add in 


ugge 


belonging to economically poor famili 


should be given study material bv the school 


He thought 


there is no other possible solution to this 


b o r i 


Zia Uddin suggested that the government 


hould introduce a 


chenie under which parents should deposit some amount in 


Post Office every month for the purpose of purchasing books 


tationery and clothes for their school going children 


the beginning of the school session their deposits should be 


returned to them. An amount equivalent to their savings as 


subsidy should also be given to them. This will encourage 


poor parents to save some amount for the studies of their 


children. Shri Mohd. £>hakeel suggested that the number of 


teachers in the school should be increased 


o that 


students,' particularly those who are weak in studies are able 


to get adequate attention and support of teacher 


The next issue that was discussed quite at length 


general 


the problems that the children in 


related to 


girls in particular face in terms of physical facilitie 


aid that- there wa 


Smt. Wahidan 
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Isading tu school. Ch:i. 1 dren' have id walk through narrow and 
uneven kutcha lane. During the rainy season this lane 
remains under water. Shri Shamsuddin complained of lack of 
toilet in the school which causes hardship to girls. Shri 
Saeed mentioned the problem of drinking water as there was no 
such facility in the school. Shri Mohd. Shakeel complained 
that there was neither a play ground nor game's material in 
the s choo 1 . 

Shri Nias Ahmad suggested that an India Mark 11 handpump 
should be installed immediately and Kharanja should be laid 
in the lane leading to the school. 

As regards the schemes that were in operation for the 
school going children (No. 8) Smt . Shakira Bano said that 
education in the school was free while Smt. Waheedan said 
that all children belonging to the Scheduled Castes get 
stipend 3 Rs-'IE per month. She also informed that stipend is 
given to some of the iiuslim children also. £>hri Nias: Ahmad 
informed that all school going children were also given wheat 
a 3 kg. per month. 

Shri Mohd. Shakeel complained that wheat is not given 
regularly. Some time its supply is skiped for even three 
months. He suggested that either the wheat should be 
supplied regularly or the scheme should be abolished and in 
its place mid-day meal should be supplied in the school. He 
also suggested that like the Scheduled Castes children all 
the Muslim students should also “be given stip^end. 


I ne 


nex L 


issue for discussion 


was 


ar.e .their 


eKpectations -from the school system?’ Shri Hohd. Saeed 
desired tlie number of teacher should reasonasbly match the 
number of students. Smt . Sharifun Nisan wanted the school 
sliould have one rooiTi for each class. She also informed that 
the pancha.yat members have also written to the department in 
this regard. The F*anchayat will extend support if it is 
asked for. Mohd. Saeed wanted the school should have some 
facilities for recreational activities which he thought will 
attract more ch i 1 dren to j o in school. Smt. Fahmeed Jahan 
wanted the provision of mid-day meal in the school which will 
encourage parents for enrolment of their children and the 
students for remaining regular in the school. Smt. Waheedan 
felt free supply of books through school will help the poor 
parents financially and the 'chi Idr'eh from such families will 
get their study material in time. A number of participants., 
particularly Smt. Sareefun Misan, Smt. Janatul Nisan and Shri 
Niyaz Ahmad wanted the school holidays should be scheduled in 
such a manner that children remain free during peak 
agricultural season. 

The last issue for discussion was ’in what ways the 
community can participate in overcoming the const raints? ’ 
Shri Mohd. Shakeel, Shri Mohd. Saeed, Smt. Fahmeed Jahan and 
Smt. Waheedan expressed that leaders should try to convince 
the parents belonging to their own community that education 
for girls was- equally essential and the girls should not be 
engaged in household work during school hour and that the^ 
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must be sent to school. The community leaders should 
considei it as their responsibility to check in the beginning 
of the school session that girls not enrolled have been 
enrolled in school. They should also check whether they were 
attending the school regularly. , 

Smt . Shareefun Nisan, Srnt . Janatul Nisan, Shri. Mohd. 
Niaz and Shri Shamsuddin also felt that influential community 
leaders can create an atmosphere initihe village in favour of 
girls education- They can also impress upon parents that 
school education was important for boys and girls equally and 
they should not burden school going girls by the 
responsibility of looking after their siblings, particularly 
during school timings. 


» VXL.L.AGE: MOHAMMADPUR CHOWKX 


The F 

ocus'. Group 

Discussion was 

conducted 

in 

village 

Mohammad pur 

Chowki of 

Block 

Banki on 

October 29, 

1996 

whi ch 

lasted for 

about four 

and a 

half hour 

from 10:0 

AM. 

Since 


this block was selected mainly for the study of the attitudes 
of one of the socially disadvantaged groups, i.e. Muslim 
towards school education of children the same criteria was 
applied in selecting the village which had a significant 
proportion of the Muslim population. Thus, all the 




95 


parti ci pants, in the i-ocus Group Discussion were belonoinQ to 
this segment of the population. The background of 
participants is .given in Table 4. 


= PROFILE OF PARENTS PARTICIPATED IN FGD 
AT VILLAGE HOHAMMADPUR CHOWKI 


Name 

Sex 

Age 

Caste 


Educa- 

tion 

Oc cupat i on 

Position in 
Village 

Raees Jan 

M 

38 

lius I irn 

(BO 


Cycle Mech. 

Parent 

Abdul Sattar 

M 

40 

Mus 1 im 

( BC ) 


Cul t i vat i on 

Pradhan 

Hafiz tiohd. 

Zafar Sadi>g 

M 

28 

Mus 1 im 

(BC) 

Xth 

Service 

Teacher , 

Mohd. Raes 

M 

42 

Muslim 

(BC) 

VllI 

Service 

P a r e n t 

Basharat Ali 

M 

39 

Musi im 

( BC ) 

Vth 

Service 


Mohd. Afsal 

M 

25 

Mus I im 

(BC) 

Xll 

Service 

Parent, 

kallu 

M 

40 

Musi im 

(BC) 

_ 

Labour 

.Parent 

Smt. Khurshid Begum 

F 

38 

Musi im 


1 "i 

Housewife 

Parent 

Smt. Reshma 

F 

30 

Mus 1 im 



Housewi f e 

Parent 

Smt. Qaiser Jahan 



F 

28 

Musi im 

(BC) 

XII 

Service 

Teacher 


The group for discussion consisted of seven males and 
three females. Since the majority of the Muslims livin.g in 
the village belong to the Backward Castes, the participants 
included 8 members from amongst the these Castes. One of 
them was village Pradhan while two were tec^cher by 


prof ess i on 
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R t, M o -F .. . P A s c ui s *5 1 f3 n 


With regaxrd to the -first issue f a r di s cuss i on ? i.e. 'do 
you feel education as imparted by schools to be important for 
your children* most of the participants including Shri 
Basharat Ali, Smt. Qaiser Jahan and Mohd. Afsal said that 
school education was very important for children. They 
argued that it will help them in improving their conditions 
of living? in becoming more iOif^rmed about different 
programmes and schemes meant for the welfare of people? in 
improving the economic conditions of their families. They, 
however, felt that there were some parents who had not 
realized the importance of school education and, therefore, 
were not so enthusiastic about it. 


i . Smt . Reshma and Mohd. Raees said that school education 

I; was equally important for boys and girls but Abdul Sattar 

I felt that there was no utility of education for girls as even 

the educated boys were unable to secure any job. He also 

said that due to this reason many people were not tsvking 
interest in school education for girls and, were not sending 
their daughters to school. He further added that study of 
Quran, theology and urdu was more important for girls than 
■school education. 

Srnt. Raees Jahan, Smt. Khurshid Begum and Hafiz Hohd. 

Zafar felt that due to passive attitude of parents towards 

! ' ' 

I, , 

i • 

I' 

■ Tvi,. ...Jt ^ 
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girls education even those girls who were enrolled were 
irregular in school as they were detained by their parents 
for household work. E«esides, those parents who had handloom 
engage their girls for this job. Another reason for 
irregular attendance of girls was mentioned by Mohd. Af;;ai 
that girls are generally engaged to look-after their cattles 
and arrange fodder for them. 

Basharat Ali suggested the regular attendance of girls 
in school was important. They should, therefore, not be 
engaged in household activities during school timings. . For 
this the parents will have to be convinced by their elders 
that school education was important for girls also. 

To the second issue Hohd. Afzal said that due to social 
customs the parents generally withdraw their daughters from 
school when they think they have physically grown-up even if 
they are in 8-9. year age. 

Smt . Khurshid Begum saxid that parent generally pref er to 
engage their daughters in household work than their sons as 
they think girls can shoulder the responsibility of household 
work in a better way than boys- Due to their support, the 
elder females in the economically poor families are able to 
undertake job and earn, particularly in families M,'here 
handloom was the main source of earning. Hafiz Mohd. Zafar 
and Mohd. Afzal felt that more girls from economically poor 
families leave the school than those belonging to 
comparatively better — off families. Initially, they becoviie 



irregular in school as they think that helping their pa 


in improving earnings was more important. Their irregularit 


in attendance make them weak in the class and 


they 


lose interest in 


tudies and leave the school 


mt - Reshma supported by Mohd. Raee 


ma 1 n 


sive attitude of parents toward 


education of 


their illiteracy M/hich re 


early withdrawaxl of girls from school 


however 


claim that due to poverty only they were not in a 


position to continue schooling of their daughters 


suggested that effort 


hould be 


made to 


literate the parents also 


Mohd. Raees said that some 


effective prog ramme 


for improving economic: conditions of 


people in villages may also solve this problem and change th 


attitude of economically pioor parents in favour of girls 


education 


next question for discussion related to 


ocially disadvantaged 


specific problems the children of 


choo 1 ing 


group (SC and Muslim) face in terms 


ion Hafiz Mohd. Zafac 


In i t iat ing the di s cu 


contents of the text were to some extent unfamiliar for 


children and there was a need to improve and make 


He suggested that le 


reading intere 


teaching and on the importance of harmoniou 


people based on the teachings of different religions 


e m [. :< h a s i z e d t h a t w h i 1 e 


foe added- He 


•iowe V er 
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le<3sons care should be taken to include teachings of all 
religions so that children develop the Feeling oF respect For 
all religions^ He also suggested that at least some lessons 
should be in local dialect. The point was well supported by 
Mohd. Raees and Smt. Qaiser Jahan. 

Raees Jan said that due to poverty parents Find it 
^ difficult to arrange proper clothes for their school going 

daughters. The books etc. For school going children are ailso 
arranged quite late- Smt. Qaiser Jahan supported this point 
and said that children From such Families were able to get 
books after 2-3 months of the start of the school session. 

Ba\sharc\t Ali pointed out that during agricultural season 
f or during peak handlooiri season children are involved in these 

activities due to which they are not able to do home work 
assigned in the class. This also results in their irregular 
attendance. Sfnt . Khurshid Begum while supporting the above 
point also said that since most of the parents from the 
economically poor background were illiterate they were also 
unable to help their children in ’ completing homework 
assignments . 

Mohd. AFzal and Abdul Sattar suggested that avenues for* 

f f 

reasonable earnings of farmers and artisans including 
handloorn workers should be created in the village so that the < 
parents can free their children froin household activities for 
attending school. In such circumstances, they will also be 
in a position to arrange books and adequate clothes for their 

^ ^ ^ Jk 
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children. Smt. Khurshid Begum wanted the illiterate parents 
should also be made literate.' 

As regards the problems in understanding the course 
(No.&) Kallu said that use of difficult words which 
alien to children create problem in understanding the 
contents. Smt. Reshma pointed out that certain lessons were 
beyond the comprehension of children of this age group. She 
suggested use of simple words and incorporating of lessons 
keeping in view the mental level of children. ■ 

The ne!<t issue for discussion related to the problems 
that the school going children in general and girls in 
particular face in terms of physical facilities. Smt- (laiser 
Jahan informed that children in general and girls in 
particular face problem in school due to non-avai labi 1 i ty of 
toilet. Raees Jan said that the hand pump installed in the 
school was very old and defunct since a long time. Abdul 
Sattar pointed out that though there was cj. play ground the 
school did not have any game's material for children. 

The part i ci ptants suggested a toilet should be 
constructed and an India Mark II handpump should be installed 
immediately. 

With regard to eKistence.of different schemes for school 
going children (Mo. 8) all the participants were aware about 
the provision of stipend for all Scheduled Caste children. 
They also knew that some Muslim children were also gettinv 3 
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the same. The parti c.i pants also knew that all school going 
children with 80 per cent attendance were getting wheat at 
the rate of 3 kg. per month. 

Hafis Mohd. Zafar , however said that the distribution 
of wheat was not regular as normally it was given at every 
three months' interval. 

It was suggested by Smt. Qaiser Jahan that instead of 3 
kg, wheat children should be provided mid-day meal in the 
school, Eashrat Ali suggested that if the present scheme of 
wheat distribution is to continue its distribution should be 
arranged through the school Head Master and the Gram FH'-adhan. 

Smt. Khurshid Begum suggested that like the Scheduled 
Castes children, stipend should also be paid to all the 
Muslim students while Hafiz Mohd. Zafar suggested that all 
school going girls should be paid stipend. 

With regard to the next issue, i.e. what are their 
expectations from the school system, Mohd. Afzal said that 
the school building should be adequate and there should be a 
separate room for every class. Smt. Reshma desired the 
school should hi=ive adequate teachers considering the number 
of students. Mohd. Raees expected the school to provide mi d- 
day meal to students and also supply books, etc. to all 
children. Abdul Sattar emphasized the importance of games 
material for making the school attractive for children- Smt. 
Reshma wanted the schools to observe few days holidays during 
peak agricultural season- Mohd. Raees suggested the regular 
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attendance of teachers was very important for proper 
functioning of the school and, therefore, there should be 
regular checking of their attendance.' 

With regarc} to the ne:<t issue (No. 10), Mohd. Afzal, 
Abdul S«ittar and others pointed out that the Gram Sabha can 
play an iriiportent role in running the school properly? In 
influencing parents to send their non-school going children 
to school; and, in convincing people that school education 
for girls was more important as they will have to manage 
their families etfter marriage. Educated mothers can maintain 
their family in a much better way. The Gram Sabha can also 
keep a check on the attendance of teachers. Raees Jan 
suggested that the Gram Sabha should also extend support in 
case teachers need it for the improvement in school. 

The last issue for discussion was 'In what way the 
community ca.n participate in overcoming the constraints?' 
Mohd. Raees felt that village leaders and elders should take 
it as their duty to impress upon parents that they must 
ensure that the school going children were attending their 
classes regularly. Raees Jan felt that due to the compulsion 
of poverty many parents were u.nable ,tp send their children to 
school regularly but it was also a fact that many of them did 
not realize the importance of school education for their 
children. The village and the community leaders can play an 
important role in creating consciousness among them about the 
utility of education for their children. 
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Smt. Qaiser Jahan said that Gram Sabha can help 
economically poor parents by providing empiloyrnent under 
Jawahcir Roxgar Yojana after laying a condition that they will 
be given priority in the job if they commit to enrol their 
children in school and that they will not engage them for 
household work during school hours. She also suggested that 
parents should not entrust the responsibility of looking 
after younger siblings on the school going girls. They 
should also not be engaged in jobs for the purpose of earning. 


S. VXI_1_AGE: SAMAWAR DHARAUl„.I 

Focus Group Discussion was held in village Sahawar 
Dharauli of Block Trivediganj. Sig'ice the block was selected 

> I i 

on the criteria of the Scheduled Castes population the 
village was also selected on the same consideration. All the 
ten participants in the discussions, also belong to the same 
castes. The discussion held on October 3'1, 1996 lasted for 

about four and a half hour from about -1:20 PM. .The 
participants in the discussion and their background is given 



in Table 5. 
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ILE Of- PARENTS PARTICIPATED IN FED 
ILLAGE SAHAWAR DHARAULI 


Name 

Sex 

Age * 

Caste 

Educa- 

tion 

Occupation 

F^os it ion in 
Village 

Smt . Prem Kali 

F 


SC 


Labourer 

Parent 

Dhokal 

M 

45 

SC 

- 

Cultivation 

Member, BDC 

Dukkhi Prasad 

M 

30 

SC 

- 

Cul t i vat i on 

Parent 

Ramesh 

M 

2a 

SC 

Vllth 

Cul tii vat ion 
» ! 

Parent 

Sri Ram 

M 

36 

SC 

VIII th 

Cul t i vat i on 

Pradhan 

K h i 1 a r i 

M 

45 

SC 

Vth 

Cult i vat ion 

Panchayat Member 

Stikhram 

M 

40 

SC 

Xth 

Cultivation 

Parent 

Smt. Mahan ti 

F 

50 

SC 

- 

Ho us ew if e 

Pan cha.yat Member 

Smt. Ram Piyari 

F 

32 

SC 

Vth 

Housewife 

Panchayat Member 

Nankau 

M 

30 

SC 

— 

Labourer 

Parent 


As is evident the group consisted oT seven male and 
three female participants. Thus, some fathers and mothers 
were included in the group. Five of them were active in the 
affairs of the village as four of them were associated with 
their Gram SJabha and one was member of the Block Development 
Committee- 


1 he first question put to the part i c i i:>ants wa'.s 'do you 

feel education as imparted by schools to be important for 

your children?'. Most of them responded positively by 

maintaining that school education was important. The female 

participants in genera,! and Smt. Prem Kali in particular 

stressed on the point that it helps them to be good parents 

in future and in its absence children cc'.nnot improve their 

status in the society. Shri Khilari, however, pointed out 

. I i 

that children and particularly girls are required to help 
their parents in household work and the girls are required to 
take up the responsibility of household work in their in-laws 
house after marriage- They have to be proficient in that 
area. School do not provide training for sharing such 
responsibilities. On this there was a considerable 

discussion. Shri Dukhi Ram said that education for girls and 
boys was equally importamt. He was supported by Shri Ramesh 
who said that in their village the trend was changing and now 
more parents were willing to send their daughters to schools. 
Shri Sri Ram argued that there was no difference between boys 
and girls and that both should get equal chance for their 
development- Finally, Shri Khilari and other suggested that 
schooling is important but girls should get sufficient time 
to look-after household work. 

When it was enquired whether of those enrolled i\ 
schools boys were more regular or girls. Shri K h i 1 'U- i 
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reply was that boys were more regular because due to 
household work girls do not get time to do home work and 
slowly they become weak in the class. This results in 
decline in their enthusiasm for school- 

To the next issue 'why are the girls being taken out of 
school more quickly than boys’ Shri Sukhram said that some 
parents who do not attach importance to girls education also 
want their daughters do household work and look-after younger 
brothers and sisters. This results in drop-out of girls from 
schools. Simt. Ram Piyairi mept i ohed flack of lady teachers as 
an important reason whereas Smt. Mahanti added that the old 
values restrict education among girls as finding a. suitable 
match for an educated girls is problematic. Smt, Ram Piyari 
said that economic: compulsions discourage schooling of gir'is. 
The parents prefers their daughters do household or 
agricultural work rather than sending them to school and lose 
earnings. Shri Nankau supported this view point by saying 
that there is not enough to eat twice a day and in such 
conditions who can afford to lose even indirect earnings 
through their support and also spend money on their books and 
proper clothes. Shri Dukhi Prasad added another dimension to 
the di s cuss i on ■ by saying that girls are not supposed to take 
up jobs and earn. They have to do household work and after 
they get married they have to shoulder the same 
res pons i bi 1 i ty in their in-laws house. The responsibility to 
earn bread and contribute to the household income is that of 


w 
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boys.. This generated a controversy. Smt. Mahanti, argued 
that education was just as irnportant for girls as for boys 
and ^ girls must get opportunity to complete at least primary 
education. Most of the other participants agreed to the 
arguments of Smt. Mahanti. Smt, Ram Piyari strengthened the 
view by saying that girls usually do well in studies while 
boys were generally naughty and disinterested in studies. 

The pc^r t i c i pants suggested that schools should generally 
be within a distance of one kilometre? that schools must have 

, If 

some lady teachers? stipend must be given to all girls 
students and a course on Home Science must be included in the 
studies. They thought such measures will attract girls and 
encourage the unwilling parents to send their daughters to 
school. 

As regards the issue number 4., i.e. the specific 
p r o b 1 e iTi s t I'l at t h e c h i 1 d r e n of i d e n t i f i e d s o c i a 1 I. y 
disadvantaged groups (Scheduled Castes and Muslims) face in 
terms of schooling Shri Dukhi f^arri said language in books 
posed a serious problem as it was more urbs'nized whereas Smt. 
Prem Kali contested this assertion and said that language was 
not a problem' for children as it can be understood. Shri 
Ramesh pointed out that rriost of the contents of the text 
books were of no use. This was suppor'Led by Bhri Dhokal and 
Bhri Bri Ram who said the story based lessons seemed alien 
for rural children and, therefore, there was a need tha'L some 
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lessons based on special features of the district should be 
included in the text books. Shri Sri Ram also complained 
that children belonging to economically poor families do not 
get adequate attention of teachers, Shri Nankau supported 
this point. He, however, clarified that such an attitude of 
teachers was not based on any consideration of caste of 
children. Suit. Ram Fiyari pointed out that due to poverty 
the parents belonging to the socially di sadvctntaged group 
were finding it more difficult to provide proper dress for 
their school going girls. Some of girls from such families 
absent themselves from school beCau^sp of this reason only. 
Shri Sukh Ram pointed out that due to poverty such parents 
find it extremely difficult to arrange books and stationery 
in time for their children and the delay cause not only an 
hinderence in studies but also embarassment in school. Smt, 
Mahanti Devi added that since parents from such group are 
gnerally illiterate and, therefore, do not realise the 
importance of educaklion for their children. As a result, 
they do not bother much if their children do not attend 
school. They are particularly interested that girls should 
help them in the household work. i 

The issue Mo. 5 raised for the discussion was 'what are 
the problems that girls of other group face in school in 
terms of teachers attitude and peer group attitude?' Shri 
Nankau said tlu^t generally teachers attitude towards children 
belonging to poor families was not sympathetic and attentive. 
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It is not based on consi derat fnn «j.' + 

■icicratAon o+ caste or religion. The 

peer group attitude was cnrdi’.i . .n u . 

ic.1 which had no such ■Peeling o-F 

economic superiority p.rtieuiariy 

Smt. Ham Hiyari, Shri Sukh Ram and Shri Rameah agreed to the 
contention of Shri Nankau. 

If>e next issue For discussion was whether the children 

face probleme in understanding of the course. To this issue 

Smt. Prem Kali and ,om,e others said-that they «ere not facing 

any serious problem. They, however, suggested that it will 

be more attractive if rural dilert i c i 

rural uiiect used and lessons 

covering some important aspects of the district are included. 

The nekt issue (No. 7) for discussion was 'what are the 
problems the children in general and girls in particular face 
in terms of physical facilities?- Smt. Ram Piyari said that 
the village school does not have a play ground and the 
children especially girls are not able to play. smt . Prem 
Kali felt that the school is far from the residential 
locality of the village but since it is near the vill-age not 
much problem is faced by children in going to school. Shri 
Dukhi Ram added that the road to the school was safe and the 
children had no difficulty in this regard. Shri Ramesh 
informed that the school had facilities of drinking water and 
toilet. Smt. Prem Kali suggested that every school should be 
within one kilometre, have facilities of drinking water, 
toilet and a play ground and a safe road leading to It. 
These would enable girls to attend school regularly. 
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I he? next issue related to the existence of welfare 
schemes for school going children. Shri Sri Ram informed 
that children belonging to the Scheduled Castes and Muslim 
families were getting stipend a) R 5 .IS per month. Shri Ramesh 
informed thett there was provision of 3 kg, wheat per student 
per month. A number of participants particularly, Shri Dukhi 
Prasad, Shri Nankau and Smt- Ram Piyari were critical about 
the operational aspect of the schemes. They suggested 
enhance m e n t o f t he a m o u n t o f s t i p e n d an d r e g u 1 a r d i s t r i b u t i o n 
of wheat. They were critical that wheat was not distributed 
regularly and when it is distributed after two-three ntonths 
they don't get the quantity of wheat due for earlier months. 
She also suggested the^t the wheat should either be 

distributed directly by the school teacher or in lieu mid-day 
iTieal should be provided to children in the school. This, she 
thought, will encourage enrolment as well as regularity in 
attendance . 

The next very important issue (No. 9) raised for 

discussion was that 'what were their expetations from the 
school system?* Smt. Prem Kali said she expected committed, 
regular and sufficient niitTiber of local teachers in the 
school. Each cleiss should have a separate teacher. Eihri 
Dukhi Rain wanted a decent school building and a room for each 
class. Shri Ramesh expected ..the school should ’ have 
facilities for recreational activities. Shri Sri Ram 


expected the mid-day meal for children in the school- Shri 
Khilari felt the school be within easy approach and at short 
distance. Shri Sukhram expected the school to suppily the 
study material in the beginning of the session while Sent. 
Mahanti felt the school should have a play ground and supply 
of games material. Shri Namkau desired the school holidays 
should be according to agricultural seasons, cultural 
traditions and local festivals. Smt . Prem Ka.li stressed on 
the posting of at least one lady teacher in every school so 
that parents feel free to send their daughters. Shri Ramesh 
expected appointment of teachers belonging to Scheduled 
Ccistes/Schedul ed Tribes in the areas having significant 
population of these groups. 

The next issue raised for discussion was 'what are the 
ways to overcome the constraints the parents experience?' 
Shri Sukhram suggested that the school with adequate 

facilities and an attractive building should be located 
within an easily approachable distdnte so that children in 
general and girls in pA^rticular do not face any difficulty in 
reaching there. They should also feel attracted towards 
their school due to its faci 1 i ties and sympathet i c attitude 
of teachers. lie also suggested either higher amount of 
stipend for girls or financial support for arranging study 
material and clothes for them should be provided. Shri 

Ramesh added t h a t presence of la d y t e a c I'l e r s w i 1 1 e n c o u r a g e 
girls to be regular in school. Other participants also 
supported the above suggestions- , 
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leodert and alders of the viUage and of their om community 
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" PROFILE OF PARENTS F 


participated in FGD 


AT VILLAGE POKHARA 


Name 


Bex Age Caste Educa- Occupation Position in 

Village 


Eiabu 

M 

40 

SC 


Washerman 

Pa rent 

Garibey Prasad 

M 

42 

on 







w? Vi/ 


Cul t i. vat i on 

Pan f h a y a t M e m b e r 

Lalta Prasad 

M 

45 

qr 







V.f 


Ag r i . Labour 

P a r e n 't 

Gaya Baksh 

M 

40 

,sc 

- 

Labour 

Parent 

R a f ri El a t”! a d u r 

M 

42 

sc 

Vlllth 

Ag r i n 1. cU‘:?Dur 

Up— radlian 

Elant Ram 

M 

30 

sc 

Xllth 

S B r* V i c 0 

Teacher 

Smt « EJitapat 

F 

37 

sc 

...» 

Labour 

Parent 

Smt. Poonam 

F 

25 

sc 

lllrd 

Housewi f e 

F’arent 

E) rn t . D h a r a D e v i 

F 

38 

sc 

-- 

Housewife 

P a n c h ay a t M (n m b e r 

Sm t . F-'’ h u 1 J h a r a 

F 

,3.5 

sc 


Agrin Labour 

Parent * 


-I 

. ... , ■ ■ '■ . . ■■ , 

I 

3 , ^ ^ Ll.l t o-F p iiscussiort J 


IRe -First issue raised -For discussion was whether 
■{■'eel education as imparted by schools to be import. ant 
their children?. Initiating the di'scussion Shri Babu 
that school education was very import. ant For children as 


t, l“t 9 y 
•P o r 


s s i. ci 
an y 
'I Pi e i r 


/ 


improvement 


i T\ L h e j. r c: o n d i t i o n s d e p e n d 
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future depends on schooling? and, that they can benefit more 

from various government programmes if they are educated. 

Shri Ram Bahadur, however, pointed out that though school 

education was important for their children many parents are 

n o t c 0 n vine e d o f i t s u t i 1 i t y , Their poo r econo m i c c o n d i t i o n s 

discourage them from sending their children to school. They 

feel that their young boys can contribute to the family 

earnings by working during agricultural seasons and the girls 

may help by doing household work and leaving their mothers 

free to work and earn. £>hri Bahadur was su,oported fay Shri 

Gaya Baksh, Shri Sant Ram and Smt . Poonam. They fiirther 

added that the village social environment was such which does 

not convince many parents about the importance of school 

education. They want immediate monetary gains. E;mt . Dhara 

Devi supported the above points and added that many parents 

feel that since girls have to manage their own home after 

marriage they must learn how to do that. Though all of • them 

agreed that school education was important for both boys and 

girls but the socio-psychological and economic background did 

> ' ! 

not encoureuge many parents to send their children 

particularly girls to school. Even if they initially send 
them they do not take interest in their continuation. Shri 
Garibey Prasad, however, said that girls do not have to 
undertake job as their responsibility was to look after 
household work. They need not be necessarily sent to school. 
His point was opposed by most of the participants who also 
suggested that the thinking of people may change if 

consciousness about the utility of education is created among 
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-n. SatKa and ot.en ,oven„,„n, a.ancia.. Shnl Sant Ran, alaa 

.u, seated tRat tha paopXa nay ,aaZ enaonnagad ta aand t,-,atn 

c 1 1 i 1 d f* €•? n t# 0 s c f"i r\ 1 -i i 

idles under Integrated 

Rural Development FM'“nnr:3jT«Tn 

31 an, me are given to those parents on 

priority basis whose school on in-. .. 

school going age children have passed at 

leflst Class III and are still <.t„Swi 

■^1.1X1 studying m school. 

fo the next issue ’why are thp nirid; s •• 

- gills being taken o u t, q f 

--^ORlnona ,nXnRxy tdan ,.,ya • Snt. Pa„nan aaXd t,,at Xt „as 

She stressad that the thinking of parent, has to be 

Changed in favour of .ehool education for girig. she further 

added that nany parents prefer to enrol their .on.' ihan 

daughters as they think boy. have to earn and inprpve fanily 

income and status ch i 1 e gi els have, to go to other family 

after marriage. They are generally en.g«ged in household work 

With the result that even if some parents enrol their 

daughters. they do not take interest in their schooling. 

Eventually, the girls become irregular in school end in manv 

cases drop-out earlier than boys of their families. Smt^ 

Poonam was supported by other female participants also. Shri 

bant Ham who is a teacher ilso informed that boys were more 

ccgular in school than girls as the girls are en, gaged ,n 

household work while boys are generally required to help 

parents only during pe>ak an n' m 1 1 n -i i 

j 1 --r agi icultutal season. He also 

suggested that supply „f study material and sde,iuate stipend 

te all girls attending school may improve the situation. 

smt. Dhara Devi, however, said that the situation was 
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ch/^ngirig and manv mr-int 

• *7 pc-i K t*n 1/ s VM8 rs n 1 u i’ r\ *•» 4 

, • I (- giving importance to nir]'- 

education. She ale 

-1- suggested financial .up,ort in thd f„nr, 

of tree supply of study material and -tir Ir 

- lai and i.tipend for girls so 

that parents do nnt rr,.,, • ^ 

uo not consider the schoolina -,ci , , 

as ci. burden on 

them. 


on tde nenf issue <No.4, about tl,e specific p, -opiums tn. 

-Udren of identified socially disadvantaged group sued aj 
scheduled Castes and Muslim face in terms of srhoil' 
riocussion >as initiated by Shri Gaya BaPsh „h„ complain-d 

U.at ‘-^-ners were irregular and usually come to tne sebooi 

-ta. u.ey were also not paying due attention towards 

Children belonging to socially disadvantaged and economical, v 
poor families. 

Shri Lalta Prasad said that due to poor economic 
conditions of fam.iiies belonging to this group, children have 

IrO .helf.i their parents, sither di rert i \/ 

i^ncr aiiectly or indirectly, to 

improve their earnings, it re<rnit<r • 

-i i-t results in their irregular 

attendance in school. Shri S^nt Pa. 

oant Ham supported this point and 

added that children and particularly girls belonging to the 
socially disadvantaged group wer_e m,ore irregular than .those 
t>olongi„g to comparatively better-off families. Shri Ram 

Bahadur' '“'■ilo agreeing to this point also pointed out that 

due to illiteracy am, ong parents children do not get their 
'■elP in completing their home work. The outcome of this 
draw-back is that children from these famines become weak in 

their Claes. Gradually, they lose interest in studies and 
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,„„„, 

he^ ta'^Sc'iry therEfforE' on thn r «• t 

“n U,e p,etext, of their inability to 

afford proper clothes for crt-nni 

.f-s fo, school going girls due to poor 

economic conditions they do not t;^^„ • , 

^ ° interest in thp 

schooling of thpl r 

.Uuahter,. Smt. Phul Jhere nested nut 
-Mt due to laoh Of interest in education of children parent, 
—.in, hoots and stationery for thee,. This i, 

more so in the case of children roi 

children belonging to the socially 

disadvantaged group. 

To improve the «orti„, of school. Set. Sitapat su^ested 

strict, supervision and checking „f the worting „f school by 

the. education departs, ent. The discrimination a, gainst 

Children belonging to economically poor families should' also 

ha Chected. Shri GayaBatsh sug,gested that Gram Sabha 

members must tate interest in this regard so that children 

iging to the di sadvanta.ged ' group do not feel 

discriminated and deprived. Shri Garibey Prasad suggested 

that stipend to children should be paid on the basis of 

economic condition of their parents irrespective of their 

caste or religious hac, aground. s,r,t . Dhara Devi v,hila 

agr.ein,. to this suggestion added that all school going ,g.,rls 

should be given stipend irrespective of their casta 

background. Shri Ram Bahadur suggested that since education 

Of children was linked with the background of parents a 

Vigorous programme should be carried ou'!' r i ■ 

uariieu uul, through which 

parents are also educated. Such a. 


P'^og ram me 


w i 1 1 


; 


iia 

automatically improve the educatiooo, 

t-aucai-ional environment, of 

villages. oliri Sant F'Jarn and othe'Vs alsn 

u-neis also supported and 

-^ggestad that the literacy campaign should he carried out 

Ptoperly so that ite achievements do not remain on paper. 

They should he v i s i h 1 fiv -i ri no * 't i • ^ 

v.is3.uie j.n actual situation. 

The noKt issue (No. 5, for discussion nos -Nhat are the 
piohlems girls of other group face in school in terms of 
teachers- attitude and peer group attitude?- Smt . Phul Jhara 
opined that the attitude of teachers towards children in 
general cas not good. Even on minor mistakes children are 
beaten which frightens them and, therefore, they often give 
lame excuses for not attending the schoo] St.,, 
by Shri Lai ta Prasad and Shri Babu. 

As regards peer group attitude every body said' they were 
cordial and chilldren do not face any kind of discrimination 
the basis of caste or religion. Smt. Sitapat, however, 
oald that though the relations among all school .going 
Children were cordial but if children belonging to socially 
disadvantaged group go to the house of children belongirng to 
ether group to seek their help in completing home work then 
they are not helped. This is a common attitude of children 
of the other group. Shri Babu supported the observation of 
Smt. Satpatl that sometimes it really happened. 

Shri Babu Sug,ge6ted that there should also be at least 
one lady teacher in school and that all teachers should be 
trained and capable of handling children properly. Shri 
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• suggested that parents of children beion 

group should encourage their children to help t 
fellows from disadvantaged group in completing t, 
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under 
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observed the 
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Shri Babu pointed out that there was no tni 


Shri Ram Bahadur al 


o informed about lack of 
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Shri Sant F?am 


school doe 


not have 
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thought wa 


very m u c h n e e d e d f o r 
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fls regards the existence and operation of diffecent 
schemes for school going children (Issue No. a), Shri Sant Ram 

informed that all students get cheats 3 Pg. per month and 

stipend to all children belonging to the Scheduled Castes and 
to some students belonging to Huslim families was given 3 
RS.1E per month. He complained about irregular distribution 
Of wheat. He suggested that the distribution of wheat as 
well as stipend should be done through the Gram Pradhan. 

The next issue .-Used for discussion was -what are their 
expectations from the school system? Shri Garibey Prasad 
expected one teacher per class who attend the school 
regularly and In time. Shri Lalta Prasad also supported this 
view. Shri Gaya Bak'sh wanted the school should have 
f-iciliti&j Poi t e c r ea L i on.. Shri Ram Bahadur preferred mlj-i™ 
day meal for students rath'er thahUupply of wheat. Smt. 

Sitapati wanted the school should be located within the 

village.. 

Bhri Bant Rarr. desired the learning material should be 
made available to all students in time. Smt. Poonal eKpected 
sympathetic attitude of teachers towards all students. Smt. 
Dhara Devi wanted the , school holidays according to 
agricultural season, local festivals and other cultural 
activities of the area. Shri Babu wanted at least one lady- 
teacher in each school., to attract girls. Srf.t . Phul .Jhara 
wanted equal treatment to children irrespective of their 
economic or social background. 
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majo,. .ugg.stlon „a. that teachers beU.„oi„gte 
adjoining villages should be posted in the school so that 
they attend the school regularly. Their influence on parents 

«iU be more and they can easily convince them about the 
necessity Of girl's education. 

As regards the way, to overcome the constraint, they 
experience (Issue No.io'i Shri Sant Ram suggested 

establishment of an Intermediate College for girls in the 

nearby area. This, he thought, will encourage girls „f « 
number of villages to complete their primary education a, 

they win have opportunity for higher education within 

8. c c 0 s s i b 1 0 d i s t a n c: e « 

The last issue (No. 11) was ’ in what ways the community 
can participate in over coming the constraints Smt. Phul 
Jhara suggested that community leaders should try hard to 
convince the p.arents belonging to their coiT,munity .about the 
importance of education of children ' and that eoua] 
opportunities should be provided for the schooling of boys 
and girls both. All the participants approved this 

suggestion as they thought the leaders/eiders of different 
caste/religious communities had greater influence on the 
people belonging to their communities. They can play an 
important role in the spread of education among boys and 
girls of their communities. They can also easily impress 
upon parents that girls should not be engaged during school 
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timxngs for taking care of younger siblings. Ar 
future should not be affected adversely for t 
motive, i.e. taking their help in household work 


v.ihri Rc^im Bahadur also thought that villa 
should impress upon the 1 i terate/educated person 
children in completing their home wo r k , i r r es r.p rt i ^ 


or e c 0 n o m i c back g r o u n d 
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of the ten participants in the discussion group belonged 
this caste while the other two were Muslims as they 
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IaMe_z= profile of parents participated in fgd at village USMANPUR 


Name 

Se;- 

Age 

Cas te 

1- 

Educa- 

tion 

Occupation 

Position in 

V i 1 lag e 

Smt . Shivpati 

F 

31 

SC 

- 

Agri„ labour 

Parent 

L B, t- i 'f' 

M 

40 

M u 5 1 i m 
(BC) 

- 

C u 1 1 i V a t i o n 

Parent . " ■ ' 

Ran j it 

M 

40 

SC 

VIII 

Ag r i .. Labou r 

F’arent ' 

Smt. Kanti 

F 

36 

SC 

- 

A 9 i « Labour 

Fb^rGnt 

P arid i I'l K a n a u j i a 

M 

31 

SC 

B-Ed. 

Se r V i c e 

Teacher 

Smt , Sh i 1 a De v i 

F 

35 

SC 

- 

Housewife 

P a n c h a y a. t M e n'l h e r 

Smt. Maya Devi 

F 

30 

SC 


Agri. Labour 

Parent 

Smt, Roop Rani 

F 

42 

SC 

_ ; 

Housewife 

Parent 

Mankaulal 

M 

48 

SC 

I n t e r 

Servi ce 

Teacher 

Smt. Rafiq Jahstn 

F 

30 Muslim 
( BC ) 

V 

Housewife 

P a n c h a y a. t M e rn b e r 


As is evident the group consisted of four male and six 
female participants. Two of them were teachers whil 
■female participants were members of the Gram Sabha 
summary of the discussion is given below. 


e two 
The 


IMS 


Ui 'ti- — — Bis c us s i on 


The first question put to the participants for 
discussion was * do you feel education as imparted by -school'T! 



uo Jr,e important for your children?’ 
agreement with the other participants 
education was important but today the 
useless as they do not serve the purnose 


lave 


ley; were 


o pened 


suse the teachers 


come late to school 


1 on is 


i rn pa r t e d i n s c h o o 1 s 


and 


ending children to school is 


participants agreed that the school 


lad become 


they 


erved that school education was 


Shri Ranjit pointed out that 


e g ua 1 1 y i rn p o r t an t f o r b o 1 1 


well in life while educated girls 
their family in times of need and 
a d d s d that a 1 1 h o u g h education is 


and girls parents usually do not enrol 


are poor and illitera 


they do not con 


a 1 1 o n 


important 


However 


trong disagreement 


was a 


between 


Shri Mankaulal 


Rani and Smt 


Bhila Devi said that 


now a 


are aware of the benefits 'oir education for both bov 


and want to give education to botl 


Srnt . Rafiq Jahan added that in comparison to bov 


more regular in school. Due to poor economic 


boys 


upplement famil 


income 
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.chool for only .,o-« days in a nionth. Smt,. Kanti addod that 
school had no attraction for children. Neither building .aat 
adequate, nor even chatai „aa provided for seating of 
children. The teachers were not taking any interest. EKcept 
reading and writing there is a,o practical use of school 
education. Due to lack of attraction in school children 
become irregular and ul t imately / dro p-ou t . To prevent 
irregularity in attendance, the children should also be given 
some practicr^l training vt-hich is useful for them. They 

should also be given books and stationery and mid-day meals 
in school . 

To the ne;<t question ’why are girls being taken out of 
school more quickly than boys?' Smt. Kanti replied that due 
to poor economic conditions parents prefer educating boys 
while girls are stopped from going to school .after one or two 
years. bmt- Shila Devi added that social customs do not 

discourage girls education. However, Shri Latif disagreed to 
this observation and said that social customs do discourage 
the education of girls. Most parents, Hindus and Muslims 
both,. do not like their daughters sitting with boys. They 
also do not like sending girls to distant school. They 
prefer 8-9 year old girls to stay at home and do household 
work, Smt. Roop Rani observed that due to poverty girls are 
usually pul to h o us e ho 1 d wo r k and in the care of siblings, so 
that the parents can go out and earn. She also agreed that 
many a parents do not prefer sending their daughters to 
school, since they feel that girls should learn household 
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work which Win be their VesponsiMlity after they 

therefore. Withdraw their ,irls fro. school 
before completing their education. Shri Mankaulal supported 
Smt. Rani and said that parents do consider the education for 
girls useless. But he : added that there are some literate 
families in the village who were educating their daughters as 
they think their daughters should also become sel f--ren.ant . 
On this issue a long dis.cussion /ensued. Smt. Maya Devi 
pointed out that girls were more sincere than boys in their 
studies and of ten do much better in school. 

Some of the participants in general and Smt- Shi la Devi 
in particular suggested that the parents must be made aware 
of the benefits of education. The wide belief that girls 
need to be pi'oficient ,in only household work and that 
spending five years in school is waste of their time has to 
be countered by convincing them that school education besides 
making them literate also help them in improving their 
capabilities. School going girls also learn manners and 
discipline which will help them run their household in a 
better way. Thus, they should not be withdrawn in mid-way. 
Shri Kanaujia suggested that to encourage poor parents to 
send their daughters to school the Gram Sabha should take up 
the responsibility of providing books and clothes to school, 
goirig gii Is of such Families- So that poor parents do not 
feel burdened by their schooling and continuing their studies 
till they complete. 
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Isiiue number 4 relnted to the specific problems the 
children of the socially disadvantaged groups (Scheduled 
Castes and Muslims) face in terms of schooling. Shri Han j 1 t 
said that e big problem was that the teachers do not pay due 
attention to the weak children. In this, however, no caste 
consideration was involved. But, since most of the children 
belonging to this group were generally weak in studies they 
suffered most. Smt. Kanti said another problem was that due 
to poor economic conditions children have to help out at home 
and sometimes also have to do labour due to which they do not 
attend school regularly. Shri Praldan Kannauj ia was of the 
view that due to illiteracy of parents, children do not get 
their help in completing their home work assignments and due 
to fear of teachers they frequently remain absent from 
school. The above observations were supported by most of the 
participants. Smt. Shi la Devi added that some, parents do not 
consider education for girls important while Smt. Roop Rani 
thought that some of the contents of the text book looked 
unfamiliar by the children. 

Shri Nankaulal suggested that the teachers should be 
sincere and sympathetic towards the weak students. Children 
should not feel frightened from them and they should not hit 
children unnecessarily. Smt. Ra-f;ijT Jahan suggested that 
instead of giving home work children should be asked to 
complete exercises in the school itself. She also suggested 
the school should have adequate arrangement for teaching Urdu 
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<and economic; hoin mm-t ■ . 

■ i-u.t Le provided 'to children o-P poor 

families. The n t ha r r- • 

- Other participants in the discussion also 

agreed to these suggestions. 

Issue number 5 raised for discussion was 'whal are the 
problems that girls and children of other groups face in 
school in terms of teachers attitude and peer group 
ittitude, bhrj Latif said that generally the teachers 
attitude was not good. They usually do not come on time and 

use '’arsh language With the Children. However, the peer 

group attitude was cordial which had no feeling of economic 

inferiority or superiority. Ot her s , . par t i cular ly Shri RanJ i t 

agreed with Shri Latif. and suggested that it would certainly 

help if the teachers came to school on time and took interest 
in 'Leach ing . . * 


(No. 6) for discussion 

was 

w h e t h 0 r 

t h 0 

in understanding the 

cour 

To 

t h i s 

B 0 1' V 0 »d L h s. *L H 0 N/ w 0 r 0 

not 

f a.c ing- 


'■i Kanaujia added that 

no 

diarige 

,W, 0 .S 


required in the course and books prescribed. 

The ne^t issue w.as 'What are the problems the children 
in general and girls in particular face in terms of physical 
facilities?' To this Smt . Maya Devi said that the school was 
far away from their homes. Smt. Shila Devi added -Lha-L the 
road to the school was also not safe. Smt.. Roop Rani said 
that noTv-avai-lability of safe drinking water in school was 


— a problem .hUe Shri NanPmulal edded th,t there m.,, „ 
play ground in the school. However, there was a toilet i, 
the school and so the girls did not Pace much probles, rn thr. 
respect. Ihe other participants supported the abov! 


Observations 


lo solve these problems Smt. Shivpati' said that the 
school must be within 1 of the residence and the road to 
the school should also be safe. This will improve attendance 
of girls in school. The school must also have a play ground 
and the facility of safe drinking water. Smt. Rafiq Jahan 
supported these suggestions while others also approved them. 

The next issue related to the existence of welfare 
schemes for school going children. Shri Latif said that they 
were aware of the schemes being run for the school going 
children, but added to that they were not being run properly 
due to which the most of them were not directly benefiting 
from these schemes. Shri Ranjit said that all children 
belonging to the socially disadvantaged groups were gettino 
stipend while all children were getting 3 kg. wheat per month 
per child. Shri Kanauj ia pointed out that there were serious 



malpractices in the di s t r i but i on of wheat. The wheat given 
was not properly weighed and its distribution was irregular. 

Smt- Kanti suggested, along with the other members that 
instead of distributing 3 kg. wheat per vnonth per chil.d mid- 
day meals should be given to the children in the school. 
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Stipend should be given on fhp ' hL ^ • 

Jiven on the basis of poor economic 

condition. Of pononto. So,t.Rafi, sug.ootod that 

school 'Uachors or Pradhan should keep a chock that corrort 
quantity of wheat is distributed. 

The next issue was very important . It related to the 
expectations from the school system. Srnt. Rafiq Jahan said 
that they had a lot of expectations from the school system/ 
such as, the school should have good building with proper 
seating arrangement and the teachers are co.r.mit ted to their 
profession. It should also have ^adequate facilities of 
t c) i 1 e t an d sa f e d r i n k i n g wa ter. Sm t . Sh i 1 a De v i e x pe c t e d 


regular and sufficient number of teachers in the school 
including some female teachers. She expected that every 
class will have a separate teacher. Smt . Kanti expected the 
school to conduct programmes of entertainment on a regular 
basis. Shri Mankulal expected supply of adequate quantity of 
mid-day meals in school. Smt. Shivpati expected the school 
to be within a short distance and easily approachable. Shri 
Ranjit expected free supply of study material from school to 
children belonging to poor families. Shir Latif expected 
that the school to have a play ground and adequate games 
material for children. Shri Kanauj ia expe cted all children 
to be treated equal ly in s chool and the weak students are 
paid greater attention by teachers. Smt. Rafiq Jahan 
expected tlie school holidays to syncronise w>ith the 


ag r i cul t ural s ea.s qhs ? 


cultural traditions and local 
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■f s s t i Vci .1. s . ian'i L „ Rood R/^ni < 5 ;=iiri th;at t /n 

1 ..ini ..aid ihat to encourage girls to go 

to school there must be more lady, teachers than males in 
school. 


Issue Mo. 10 was ’how to overcome the constraints they 
experience?’ ShriMankulal suggested that the most important 
step wa... to make parents aware about the importance of school 
education for their children in general and girls in 
particular. Shri Kanuj ia , suggested that if parents take 
interest in the education of their children they will also 
keep in touch with the school. Their visits will encourage 
sincere teachers and compel the irregular and insincere 
teachers to improve thei r working . Such parents can al so 
impress upon the Pradhan to take greater interest in the 
affairs of the s choo 1 Smt . Shila Devi felt the road leading 
to the school should be safe and properly maintained so that 
during rains there is no water logging. Shri l.atif suggested 
that in order to make the school attractive, building should 
be adequate and be maintained properly. It rr.ust have basic 
amenities like toilet and drinking water. The rest of the 
pa r t i c i pan Is supported these suggestions^ 

The last question for discussion related to the role the 
community can play in overcoming the constraints. Smt. 
bhivpati along with Shri Ranjit suggested that the 
respectable community leaders can impress upon the parents 
the importance of education for both boys and girls. They 
can persuade the parents not to engage their children in 
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agricultural and household work and for the. care of siblings 
dut ing scttool hours. Instead they must encourage their 
t-hildren to complete at least p.rimary education. The 
community leaders can also impress upon the Gram Sabha to 
take greater interest in the education of village children by 
contributing funds for awarding prises to good students and 
by providing books and clothes to school going girls of 
economically poor families. Their contribution will 
certainly modify the thinking of parents in favour of school 
educcjtion for their children- 


S- VXL_l_AGE NAeXRWAPUR 

I 



block Sidhaur. Since the block was selected on the criterion 
of the Scheduled Castes population the village was also 
selected on the same consideration. Nine of the participants 
in the discussion belonged to the same caste while one was a 
Muslim- The discussion was held on November 5, 1996 and 
lasted for about four c^.nd a half hours from about 2:0 PM. 
The participants in the discussion and their background is 
given in Table 8. 
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! PROFILE OF PARENTS PARTICIPATED IN FGD AT 
VILLAGE NASIRWAPUR 


Name 

Se 

K Age 

Caste 

Educa- 

tion 

Occupation 

P 0 s i 1 3 . 0 n j n 
Vi 1 lag© . 

Srnt . Khairun Nisan 

F 

30 

Mus 1 im 
( BC > 


Housewife 

P radhan 

Asha fRam 

M 

35 

SC 

VIII 

Ag r i « l.abou r. 

Up' Pradhan 

Smt. Durga Devi 

F 

35 

sc 

■ ■ 

Agri. Labour 

Parent 

SiTit . Nanki 

F 

40 

sc 


Labour 

Parent 

Nan dan 

M 

40 

sc 

- 

Ag r i . Labour 

Parent 

Smt . Raj Retn i 

F 

35 

sc 

- 

Housewi f e 

a, rent. 

Sushi 1 Kumar 

M 

37 

sc 

BA 

Service 

1 eacher 

Sint. £> u s h i 1 a 

F 

38 

sc 

-• 

Agri. Lcxbour 

F^ a re nt ' ■ 

Eihagirath 

M 

42 

sc 


Agri. Labour 

Parent 

Smt. Savitri 

F 

40 

sc 

- 

Agri. Labour 

Parent ' ■ 


As is Gvidsiitr t. h £? consisLed of si;-; fsrric'le snd four 

male niembt^rs. One of them was a teacher, one was a Gram 
Prs.dhan and one was an Up— Pradhan of the Gram Sabha. The 
suiTimary of the discussion is given below. 


Re su.lt q-F Disct-issi on 


The first question put to the participants for 
discussion was ’do you feel education as imparted by schools 
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to bo iiT'P''>''''C'ant for your children?’ Most of them responded 
positively by maintaining that school education was 

important. Shri Asha Ram, however, said that in the absence 

of any vocational/technical education in the school 

e conoth i ca 1 ly poo r par en t s do not see any imniediate gain from 
school education. Due to this some of them do not consider 
school education important ' for their children. He also 
pointed out that some of the enlightened parents consider 
education equally important for both boys and girls. 

However, • Smt . Durga Devi contested this point and said that 
parents usually like to send boys to school and not girls. 
Shri ' Sushil Kumar supported this view by saying they must 
educate boys because boys add to the family income when they 
ec^rn while girls get married and go away. There ensued on 
this issue a heated discussion. Shri Asha Ram said that the 
reason behind this thinking was, no doubt, poverty of parents 
due to which male and female elders in the family have to go 
out for w 0 r k a n d t h e girls are required to 1 a o k a f t e r 
household work but equally important was their lack of 
consciousness of the importance of girls education- The 
government was also not making any serious effort to 

pofiularise school education for girls. Parents need to be 
convinced that school education was important for boys and 
girls both. Smt. Manhi observed that in comparison to boys 
girls were irregular in school. This was because when 
parents go out of the house to work their young school going 
age daughters do the household work .and look after siblings. 
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Thus they are able to atter)d school for only 15-17 days a 
month. Smt. Raj Rani suggested that girls should get free 
books and stationery from the school . Besides, all girls 
should get stipend the rate of which should be higher than 
that for boys. This will certainly help in encouraging the 
parents for sending their daughters to school. if payment of 
stipend is linked with attendance the problem of irregularity 
will also be solved to a great extent. 

To the next question ’why are the girls being taken out 
of school more quickly than boys?' Smt. Elavitri said that 
the main reason for this was illiteracy of parents due to 
which parents think education of only boys is important. 
Poverty is another reason due to which some parents prefer 
their sons to complete their school education while they 
prefer their daughters to help them, directly or indirectly, 
in improving economic conditions. Smt. Raj Rani supported 
this view and added that in the village society education of 
girls is not considered important since they do not have to 
work in office like boys. On this logic there was 
disagreement among the participants. ' Shri Bhagirath said 
that situations had changed now and there were no such social 
customs which hinder the education of girls. Now a days most 
of the parents want to edu'cate 'their girls also, their 
economic conditions, however, deter them. Smt. Khairun Nlsan 
said thc\t social customs like purdah hinder the education of 
girls in- the Muslim community due to which girls are 
generally withdrawn before they complete school educ-ation. 



If there had been separate schools for girls the situation 
would have been different, Smt. Sushi la supported the above 
views and said that poverty'', social customs and illiteracy 
among parents together were causing hrnderence In the 
education of girls as some parents feel girls do not have to 
do jobs in offices, instead they have to get married and go 
away. Ihey should, therefore, be proficient in household 
work. Some also feel that an S- 10 year old girls should not 
sit with boys in the school while some parents feel they w>ill 
find It d i ■(■ ■(■ i c u 1 L I, o get a match for her if she is educated, 
Smt, f?aj Rani observed theit in comparison to boys girls were 
more sincere and serious about their studies if they are 
school going. She however, agreed with the observations of 
Smt. Sushila and felt that the situation with regard to girls 
education was just like that. 


•To solve these problems Smt. Misan suggested that the 

governiTient should initiate schemes through which people are 

able to get regular employment within the village. This may 

be done by helping the Gram Sabha in establishing cottage 

industries which will increase the income of the villagers 

and they will be able to afford the education of their 

daughters. Further, rate of stipend for girls should be 

higher than for boys and that it should be enhanced in every 

class. Eiuch measures will helpg a great deal in encouraging 

■ if 

higher enrolment and low drop-out among girls. Almost all 
the participants actively supported the suggestions of Smt. 
Khairun Nisan. 
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0 y r ij s 1 i*i s u f? nun’iJb£?K* i a 1 1~ - /\ • 

i-e-r the specific prob.lem<-i 
that the children of identified socially disadvantaged group 

(Scheduled Castes and Muslims) face in terms of schooling 
Shri Bhagirath said that the teachers do not give full 
attention to children of the Scheduled Castes and Muslims^ 
This observation was supported by many of the participants. 
They also complained that teachers were neither regular nor 
punctual in time with the result weak students do not get 
enough help. Shri Asha Ram added that due to poverty 
Scheduled Castes and Muslim parents make their children do 
liousehold work and sometimes even labour due to which they 
are not able to study. The parents belonging to this group 
were generally illiterate who engage their children in 
household work due to which they are not able to do their 
school iiomework which results in their irregular attendance 
and weak perf ormance in the 'class. Smt . Khairum Nisan added 
that in the village and the school the relations between 
children of the upper castes and the Scheduled Castes and 
Muslims were perfectly cordial and they behave as equals. 
She, however, pointed out that due to poverty parents of the 
socially disadvantaged group are not able to provide books 
and stationery to their children on time. Smt. Raj Rani said 
that due to poverty they find it difficult to afford proper 
clothes for the school going girls^ 

I o i 0'} p r 0 V e I'*} e s i t u a t i o n S h r i A s h a R a n> s u g e $ ? t e d t h a T- 
the teachers must be regular« They should also observe 
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school timings. They must pay egual . attention to all 
children irrespective of their socio-economic background. 
Government must help all the Children of the poor families by 
supplying free books and stationery and uniform for at least 
girl students, so that these children are encouraged to go to 
school. Shri Sushil Kumar suggested that the illiterate 
parents must be made aware of the importance of education and 
must be convinced that both boys and girls should be treated 
equally. Such a task should be undertaken by the Gram f-labha. 

•As regard issue number 5 'what are the problems that 
girls of other groups face in terms of teachers attitude and 
peer group attitude?’ Smt . Savitri said that although the 
peer group at t i tude was co rd ial , the attitude of the teachers 
was discriminatory. For this Smt. Sushila suggested that 'the 
government must give at least one years training to the 
teachers which should also include how to behave with 
students. Their behaviour towards students should also be 
taken into consideration in annual assessment of their 
pe r f o ro'iv^n ca « 

I he next' issue for discussion was whether the cl-rildren 
face problems in understanding the course. To this issue 
ofii t . Khaiiurii Nisan, Shri Asha Ram and Shri Sushil Kumar 
replied that they were not facing any problems in th'Ls 
context and thus no serious change in the language or te^xt 
books was required. 
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I he next iissue (Mo. 7) related to the problemci the 


children in general and girls in particular face in terms of 
physical facilities. Shri Man dan and Smt. Nanhi said that 
due to inadequate building and lack of a toilet in school the 
children especially the girls have to face problems,, Lack of 
a play ground is also a. serious pi'ohlem. especially f or 
girls. Smt, Durga Devi suggested th,st the government must 
construct toilets in every school so that it is convenient 
especially for the girls. Every school, she suggested, must 
also have ei play ground. 

The next issue related to the welfare schemes for school 
going children, £lmt. Raj Rani informed that all the 
Scheduled Castes and Muslim children in the village were 
getting stijoend B Rs.'lE per month which was paid at the end 
of the year. All children were also getting 3 kgs. wheat per 
month per child. Shri Bhagirath suggested that the stipends 

' ' ' ■' ■ Hi® 

should also be given to the children belonging to 
©eonomically poor families irrespective of their caste. He 
further suggested that the wheat should be distributed 
through the village Pradhan, to avoid cheating in its weight. 

The next issue was very’ i|mfJ 0 r tant which aimed to 
understand their expectations from the school system. The 
group in the course of discussion expressed that it had lots 
D f e X p e c t a t ions f r o m the school s y s t e m , S m t . K I -i a i r a n IM i s a n 
expected adequate number of teachers, i.e. one for each class 



school to have a decent bui'lding 'with adequate number of 
rooms. Smt.Durga Devi expected the facility of recreational 
activities while Smt. Khairun Nisan wanted the scliool to 


prov i de 


to student 


Smt. Nan hi e 


school to be within a short distance 


hould have at least kharanja. Smt 


Raj F^ani 


school to 


tudy material free to all it 


that everybody has it in time. Shri Bhagirath expected 
school to have a play ground and adequate supply of 


material. Shri Sushil Kumar expected all the children to 


treated equally by teachers in school while Shri Nandan 


cultural traditions and local festival 


seasons 


Savitri expected at least one lady teacher in school 


girls are encouraged to go to school 


sue number 10 related to the 


over come 


constraints they experience. Smt. Durga Devi 


the teachers must be given adequate training so 
give due attention to the children and teach them 


shri Sushil Kumar added that children of poor families must 


in the f o r m o f free 


given 


tat i one ry 


The government must also 


buildings are adequate and are pro 


y mainXainec 


should be facilities of drinking water and toilet in 


5 c h o o 1 
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The last issue was the role the community c^n play in 
overcoming the constraints. To this Shri Bhagirath suggested 
that the community elders and village leaders can convince 
the illiterate parents that education was important and that 
they must encourage their children to go to school. They can 
also impress upon the parents that school education was 
equally important for girls and they should not engage 
children in the household A<jork or aigri cultural work at least 
during school timings. And, that they should not ruin the 
future of their children by keeping them illiterate and 
helpless as we are to--day. Other members of the group also 
supiported the view of Eihri Bhagirath. 


- VXL.L_AGiE: emiKHARPUR 

hocus Group' Discussion was held in vilage Eihikharpur of 
block Banikodar. Since t.he block was selected on the 
criterion of mixed fvopulation the village was also selected 
on the saiTie biHsis. Five of the participants in the 
discussion belonged to Scheduled Castes, two to the Backward 
Castes and the rest three to the General (High) Castes. The 
discussion was held on November 7, 1996 and lasted for abQu.t 


142 


•four and a^half hours from about 10.30 AM. The background of 
the participants in the discussion is given in Table 9. 


PROFILE OF PARENTS PARTICIPATED IN FGD AT 
VILLAGE BHIKHARPUR 


Name 

Se 

:■( Age 

Caste 

Educa- 

tion 

Occupation 

Pos i t ion in 
Village 

S itj t « S a n t’> a T* e w a r i 

F 

45 

Gen. 

Inter 

Service 

Teache r ' 

J a g d i <•> h a s a d 

M 

52 

Gen. 

Int e r 

Service 

1" a c l"i e r 

La khan Lai 

M 

40 

e.c 

I n 1 0 r 

Service 

Teacher,. 

Surya Prasad 

M 

45 

Gen. 

B. A. 

Service 

Teacher 

Ram Lotan 

M 

4S 

B-C 

.■ 

Cal t i vat i on 

F’arent 

Radhey Shya.m 

M 

30 

S.C 

Inter 

Cultivation 

Parent 

Ram Samuj h 

M 

34 

S.C 

Vlllth 

Cultivation 

Parent 

Smt.. In d rani 

F 

60 

S.C 

-- ! f 

Housewife 

Parent 

Smt . Shyamka 1 i 

F 

50 

S.C 

- 

Housevi/ife 

Parent 

Smt. Karri la 

F 

45 

S.C 


Agri« ■l.abour 

P a r e n t 


As is evident the group consisted of si;-; male and four 
feriiale par i, i c i pan Is . I-our of them had educaticsn upto 
Intermediate while one was a Graduate. F"our of the 
participants were teachers. The summary of the discussion is 
given below. 
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R j e - S J r^lJfc ■ pf Disc ussion 


ill© first, issue put, t,o the part,i ci pants 'for discussiori 
was 'do you feel education as imparted by schools to be 
importetnt for your children?' Most of them replied 

positively by maintaining that school educat i on . W'B.B '■ 

important. Srnt. Sanna Tewari said that educated children can 
get jobs and earn and add to the family income. Shri 
Radheyshyam added that education is important for both boys 
and girls. Like boys, educated girls can also become self 
reliant if they' get regular job. Further, educated girls 

make good mothers- However, Shri Lakhan Lai said that 
parents in comparison to girls, prefer to enrol boys in 
school. He said that girls should not be educated inuch, 

since they get marry and go away and have to do household 
work. Thus education for boys is more iinportant than that of 
girls. Smt . Indrani and Smt . Kamla supported this view. 

However, serious disagreement to this view was expressed by 
Srnt. Shyamkali who said that the education of boys and girls 
is equally important. All parents now a days want to educate 
both their children. Shri Surya Prasad supported this view 
and pointed out that in their village both boys and girls 

were regular in school. This is because their parents were 
aware of the benefits of education. Smt. Shyainkali, however, 
observed that mostly those ptarents were sending their 
daughters to school who were either econorivi cal ly better-off 
or who were educsited. The poor families, even if realize the 

. if 

i m p o r t a n c e of sc h o o 1 education finds i t d i f f i c u 1 1 t o s e n d 
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thejiTi to school as they fppj ri i p i m 1 1 < i-v - • 

' > rLfcj. ait hi cully m arranging books and 

reasonable clothes for their girls. This view was agreed hy 

most of the persons. They suggested that the government 

should provide assistance to the children of poor families so 

that they are encouraged to go to school. 

To the neKt question ’'Why are girls being taken out of 
school more quickly than boys?’ Shri Ram Lotan denied that 
girls are being taken out of school more quickly. He said 
that the intelligent boys and girls pass one class and go to 
a higher one, while those boys and girls who fail in 
eKaminations leave their studies. However, Smt. SJanna Tewari 
pointed out that it cannot be denied that girls have to do 
household work. Those p>arents who are pioor engage their 
g i f 1 s in agricullural work a.nd in looking after siblings, 

ihis acts as an impediment in the education of girls. Due to 
poverty also parents discriminate among boys and girls. They 
continue sending boys to school while girls are detained if 
they fail in eKaminations. Shri Ram Samu j h while sunporting 
this view said that poverty makes the piarents feel th-at 

education of girls is unimportant. He said that girls get 

married and go away. .In their in-laws house also they h-ave 
to do household work. They do not have to do jobs. They, 

therefore, t'hink the girls need to be proficient in these 

activities. Sntt . Sanna lewa. ri said the girls who are 
withdrawn f'rom school do household work, look after siblings 
and in spare time do stitching, embroidery and knitting which 
a r B c 0 T) s i d b r b d r* b s © c t a b 1 © f o r g i r* 1 s « 


.. e.ncou,-aae girls to their studies. Shr. 

eyehyam suggested that the government should provids 
financial help to girls of poor families like free supply „f 

boops and Stationery and stipend. He also suggested that if 

schools lor girls are started in which training in 
handicrafts is also i„, parted, the parents win most willingly 
i>end their daughters to such' schools. 

l..i..ue Mo. 4 lelaled to the specific pf^oblems that the 
Children of socially disadvantaged ^groups (Scheduled Castes 
and Muslims) face in terms of schooling. Shri Ram Lotan 

observed that the teachers who generally reach school late do 
not pay full attention to the children of the Scheduled 
Castes and Muslims. Students belonging to this group were 
generally weak in class and, therefore, need greater 
attention of teachers. The teachers, however, pay greater 
attention to better students. Another problem as Shri 
Radheyshyam elaborated was that since most of the parents 

were poor they arrange books and study materials for their 
children quite late. 

Srnt. Kamla suggested that the education officials should 
keep, strict vigil on teachers so that they conn. ' to school 
regularly and on time and teach the children properly. They 
riust also give more attention to the weaker students. 

Issue No. 5 for discussion was ’what are the problems 
that girls of other groups face in school in T.arvr.<r. ,-, 4 :' 
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attu„.e and attitude.. s,ri Lakhanlal 
sa.d that ganarally the taacher, attitude towarde children 
.elon.in, to .ooe ,ao,iiiee „a. not sympathetic and attentive. 

However, the P«r group attitude was cordial which had no 

■Pdaling Of superiority or inferiority. Shri Ram Lotan 
Observed that in the absence of ■female teachers gins often 
fdel alienated a, generally active hoys get greater attention 

unit, bhyarfi Rail and Shri Jagdish Prasad felt 
the school should have more female teachers than male if it 
has to attract more girls to Join and remain regular. 

The neKt issue for discussion was whether the children 
face problems in understanding the course. Shri Jagdish 
Prasad, Shri Radheyshyam and Smt . Kamla said that the 
Children do not face any problems in this respect since the 
language and course was easily understandable. So no change 
was requqired in the books, course or study mat e r ial . 

The next issue for discussion was 'what are the problems 
the children in general and girls in particular face in terms 
dT physical facilities?' Smt. Shyamkali said that there is 
no toilet in the school due to which children specially girls 
have to face lot of inconvenience. Smt. Sanna Tewari said 
lack of safe drinking water was a-serious problem while Shri 
Radheyshyam said that the school dis not have a' play ground, 

Shri Lakhanlal suggested 'that a Ullet must be provided 
in the school at the earliest while Shri Surya Prasad 
expressed the need of an India Mark 11 handpumn for safe 
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drinking water for the etudents. s»t. Sanna Tewari felt that 

■a' play ground for the Children was egoally important and, 

therefore, Gram Sabha .hould help i„ this regard. 

no.a issue related to the existence of welfare 
schemes for school .going children. Shri Surya Prasad 
inform, ed that all the Harljan and Muslim, children were 
getting stipend. m addition all school going child, -en get 3 
Kgs. wheat per month per child. However, Shri Jagdish P,-asad 
SsSid that these schemes were not operatin,g properly due to 
which children were facin,g problems. Distribution of wheat 
was irregular while s t i pend amount fo r the whole year is 
given at the end of the session. The schemes were also not 
benefiting the children directly as stipend money is kept by 
their parents and the wheat is consumed by the entire family. 
Shri Ramsamujh suggested that in order to encourage parents 
to enrol their children amoun.t of stipend be increased and it 
should be distributed every month. Distribution of wheat 
mu 5 t be done through the school and it must be given every 
month. All the participants agreed to these suggestions. 

The neKt issue (No. 9) was very important which related 
to the eKpectations of participants from the school system. 
Smt. Indrani felt that there, should be committed, regular and 
adequate number of teachers in the school. Smt. Shy am kali 
expected the school to have a decent building with adequate 
number of rooms, .Smt. £>anna Tewari expected to have 
recreational activities in the school and in order to attract 
parents monthly cultural programmes should become part of 
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the school activitfo- r.^ . 

- Sh.. Radheyshy.™ exported d-day 

to bo ,iyon to tbo Childooo in ’ xobool . 

Pfasad oxpocted tho school to , ' " 

■ ,, ■ =tudy materials to 

all students. Shri Ram Lotan expected the , t , 

^tie school to haup 

play gcound Chile Shci Jagdish Pcaeal 

e;<pecr,ed Bnu^l 

treatment to -n i + 1 ' ' 

1-0 all the children irresnprtio 

J-r respective of their 

jac<.yrounde Smt. Kamla expected the^ 

'<iccted the school holidays to 

coincide with the aqri cul t Mr.si 

cultuial seasons, cultural traditions 

and local festivals. She also exr,erl-«^ t, 

'^^-.0 expected the school -to have at 

least one female tearhor so 

so that girls are encouraged to oo 

to ' school . 

The next question cos -chat ace the „ays to oveccome the 
tunslcainls?- To this Shri Radheyshyam proposed that the 
' aspens. hility of day-do-.day administration, supervision and 
Cheeping should he given to the Gram Pradhan. Shri d„odi,h 

Prasad further added that the Prsxf 

•nat the fradhan should write annua) 

report of (CR) teachers , 

d.crv so that teachers pay heed to the 

'’*""11 Tewari suggested that an 

— ive scheme of reward for good performance of teachers 

was most needed if their worl-ino i d- t ■ 

working is to be improved. Agreeing 

to this view Shri Surya Prasad proposed that 

i- h sea that every year some 

very good teachers in the district c^’honi-i h 

-■•avrici should be given extra 

increment while trupnt ^-.-i ■ 

Irucnl and irresponsible teacher, should be 

punished by detaining their annu-il i 

dj -/ oinTiual increment. Thesp 

s u g g e ? t i o n s w © r e h j g h j at r, r. r a r i -ci- -i -i ■ 

" J " J. > «A M p I © c: 3. a I « u an >i s u p p o r i; e d by o t h e r 

participants.. 
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Shri Lakhan Lai said that the parents should also 
maintain close link with the school by visiting it off and on 
so that they are able to know about the performance of their 
children. the teachers will also understand their problems,, 
Further, the teachers will most likely become regular and 
, active as they will feel they were regularly watched by 
parents. bhri Jagcli'sh Prasad felt if parent-teacher meetings 
are organised after every examination many problems of 
students and teachers can be sorted out. Shri Surya Prasad 
felt that it may have very encouraging, results if three best 
children in each class are awarded for their over— all 
performance in a function,, after the annual exa.ff.inat ions . 

1 he Gram Sabha can help the school by providing small amount 
of money for this purpose. Shri Ram Singh felt some parents 
should also be awarded for taking interest in school 
education of their sons and daughters and in the activities 
of the school. The suggestions were highly appreciated by 
other participants. 

the ways the community can 
participate in overcoiTiing the constraints. Shri .iagdish 
Prasad suggested that the corrirnun i ty elders can generate an 
environnient in the village in favour of school education for 
children. They were also in a position to impress upon 
parents that entrusting the responsibility of household work 
on girls must be avoided during school timings and that all 
school going age children must be sent to school for a better 
future. Other p a r t i c i. p e n t s agree d t h a t g e n e r a 1 1 y e 1 d e r s va,> e r e 
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I 


I'espected in their vl 
parents. 


ge and they can 


influence the 


io« vxl-i^age: 


XBR AHXMABAD 


The Banikodar was selected on rK-.M- 

j-ccccu on criteria of mi'-'ed 

population. The oa,„o cnitoria wa, apnliod in ,, 

^ applied in the sol erf ion 

t.e two Piaagos Pon Poouo Gnoup Oioouooion. ail,., 

wao one OP the,,,. The Fooue Group Orecuseion 

oon,iucted in the viUa.e on Nove„W S, l,,,, ..p,,,, 

uhout four and a halP houi- from 1:30 PM. The harkoround 
Pf the participants in the .ilscoasion i. ,.ieen in Tahu/l0. 

IiLl>1^1_0 : PROFUE OF parf-nts PflRTICIPflTIPD IN FGD 
A I VlLLAGh IBRAHIMABAD J-n f- OIi 


Mama 


Sex flge Caste Educa- Occupatior" pl,7iI7^777 

Linn . . . r‘ 


Buk Singh , 

1 

M 

51 

Gen. 

Vth 

C u 1 tf i V a. t ion 

; Satyanam 

M 

35 

S - c « 

.... 

Cul t'i vat i on 

Bisheshar 


o r\ 





ri 




' Cul t i va.t ion 

Ha r i s h Chan d 

M 

50 

Gen. 

Xth 

> i 

Service 

' A « K « E^hardwaj 

M 

30 

Gen. 

Xllth 

Service 

I s h wa r S h a r ma 

M 

40 

Gen - 

X.IIth 

Service 

Rasul 

M 

3 S 

Mus 1 im 

— 

Labour 


Village 


Smt „ Parvati p 

Smt. Ram kali p 

Smt. Premlata Singh F 


40 S.G. 
4S S.G. 

40 Gertu 


HouseM/ifa 

Housev»;ifa 
Xllth Siervice 


f a a c h a r 
1 ^3 a c. h a r 
Tea ch e r 
F^ar ent 

F^anchayat 

Fan c haya t 
“F e a c 1-1 0 I" 


r i 0 ITS 1 

Hemi 



r. t? 3 


consisted of seven fftale and three 


s were 


the Scheduled Castes and one from the Backward Caste 
Four of the participants were teachers by profession 


were members of the Gram Sabha 


two of the female 


ue raised for discussion wa 


education as imparted by schools to 


Initiating the discussion 


ch i Idren 


lucation important for 


considered 


them 


imparting education al 


besides 


They learn how to 


onality and character 


with younger 


children of their own age group and 


elders 


conscious 


They are a 


ones 


the school in time 


are 


view 


suppor 


Most of the person 


were not convin 


ome 


for children 


rtance 


school education was no 


ortant for viiany a parents as they 
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i ffiiij I*? cl i t © ©conoffii c return “ ( hv i ■ i 

t-Lurn, (b) by heipino their parents 

children can contribute directly „r indirectlv to tne 

earninae of tbe family, and. (c, eince they cannot afford 
higher education their children will not be able to .jet an 
office job even if they complete primary education. 

Bhri Satyanao, emphaeiced that school education was 
egually important for boys and .jlrls as it may help the boy 
in .getting employment or better earnings „hile it may be 
Cajici to .jet a .good spouse for girls. Smt. Parvati, 
however, disagreed to this view. She thought that school 

Oducation was not as important for .girls a. for boys . The 

primary responsibility of .girls was their household work. 
They have to be proficient in this only. She thou.ght that by 
attending the school for almost the full day they will not be 
able to devote sufficient time to the household work and 
»ill, therefore, not be able to learn, how to shoulder their 
primary responsibilities efficiently. This view was, 
however, contested by most of the part 1 c i, pan t s .oar t i cula r 1 y 
by Shri Bisheshar who said that 1 i t e ra t e g i r 1 s can perform 
their duties in a better way than the illiterate. Further, 
schooling also help develop better manners which will 
certainly help them to maintain good relations in their in- 
laws family. At this point Smt. Parvati and Shri Rasul while 
expressing their disagreement with Shri Bisheshar said that, 
they don t like to send their daughters to school. 
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Shri Harish Chand mentioned that generally, in 

girls, boy. were rr,ore irregular in school. 
They re.r.ain absents for 

agricultural season. Many of the participants agreed to this 
observation and suggested that an awareness about the 

importance of school education needs to be generated among 
pcirents . 


In relation to the neKt issue, i.e. why are the girls 
being taken out of school more quickly than boys, Shri Ishwar 
Sharma said that it was true only in case of girls belonging 
to economically poor families or where parents were 
illiterate. bmt. Parvati said that many parents felt that 
girls do not have to undertake job and they are to be married 
they, therefore, do not like their daughters to spend five 
jeai j on scfiool education. I hey are withdrawn after 3--3 
years. Shri Rasul mentioned that due to social customs 
importance to school education is not given for girls. In a 
number of families they are preferably taught to read Quran 
and Urdu. I hey al so learn to read and write Hindi. The 
mothers in such families teach their daughters themselves, if 
they are literate or send their daughters to other ladies in 
the village, who teach them without any fee. Smt . Ram Kali 
said that due to poverty parents engage girls for looking 
after their siblings and the cattles, if they have. She also 
pointed out that such a practice was due to illiteracy among 


;> parents. Shri Ishw/ar Sharma observed that more airls from 
poor families are withdrawn from school than girls belonging 

to comparatively better-off families. 

Bhri Bisheshar suggested that a large number of girls 

Hi ay comp let 8 tholr school education # 1 1- n 

t uuc,.^.^ i, xoo If ll'fO Bconomic 

conditions of their parents are improved and that their 

mothers are not compelled to take-up employment in 

agriculture. He also suggested that regular programmes 

should be organized to emphasize the importance of girls 

education. The IMGOs working in rural areas may be helpful in 

convincing people through interesting cultural programmes. 

"the newt issue for discussion was 'what are the specific 
problems the children of identified socially di sadvantaged 
group face in terms of schooling?' Shri Harish Chand 
referred to some of the difficult words that are used in the 
text book which the children generally find difficult to 
understand. Shri Ishwar Sharma observed that due attention 
towards weak children is not possible "be cause of shortage of 
teachers. Shri Rasul pointed out that children from poor 
families remain generally irregul.ar in .school because they 
are engaged in household activities. They, therefore, become 
weak and disinterested in their studies. Srnt . Parvatl 
pointed out that due to illiteracy parents are unable to help 
their children in completing hotne work. Due to the fear of 
teachers they absent from the school. 





sug9®st€*d use O'? e;^ 


books 


suggested 


inspection of 


o that teachers remain regular and 
the need of additional teachers. 


author i tie 


also feel 


J.n re.pcn« to tho next iosue (Nff.5) Shri Satyapan, said 
that, tha taachars- attitude towards girls was not 
sympatdatic. They do not care if the aipls are irregular. 

They pay e.ore attention towards boys. Shri Harish Chand 
i-uggested that the administration and supervision of the 
school should be transferred to the Gram Safaha. He also 
suggested periodical training of teachers. 


Hs regards the issue No. 6., Shri Harish Chand thought 
■that the language of the text books need simplification and 
difficult words needs to be changed. He was sunorted bv SmT 


issue 


HSIOTI was 


en in general and girl 


in P'articular face in 


facilitles?V Smt. f^rem l.ata Singh felt that 


the absence 


of a toilet 


in general and 


we r€^ 


therefore., needs to 


cons 


lifferent schemes for school 


provision of 


tipend for all the 



nusiin. cnildren. They also informed that three c 
belonging to the Backward Castes were also getting the 
The provision "f 3 kg. wheat per child per month „a 

known to them. 


same 


i informed that the stipend for the year 


.M, ^ump~-sumr once in a year. The timing for its payment 
IS.. h o w e V e r ti o t f i x e d . S h r i I s h wa r S h a r ma inf o r m e d t ha t 
'•Jis tribution of wheat was not regular. So far during this 
session it has been distributed only once, during July 199&. 
Since the last three months the children have not received it 


Ram Kali suggested that the-- amount of st 


per month 


should be increased as it 


inadequc^te and in 


tead of supply of wheat jChildr 


provided mid-day meal in the school 


that 


t i pe n d to c h i 1 d r e n 


hould be given on 


economic conditions of their 


no con 


hould be made 


Par V£it i 


uggested that if the 


wheat distribution 


s cheme 


continues i 


hould be distributed through Grarri Sabha 


ion 


f rom the s choo 1 


o haxve one 


0 wanted the 


0 have trained and lo 



bhf'i Jai Bux bingh thought tho school should have 


number of class rooms. Shri £ 


atyanem thought the school 


should have 


recreational activities 


Shri Bisheshaf 


considered provision of mid-day meal will be faeneficiel for 


Bhardwaj thought the 


chool should 


supply te 


books to the children of the poor familie 


expected the teachers will treat every child equally 


1 r r e s p e c t i v e 


of his/her economic 


3 1 o u s 


background. He also expected the school 


hould have at least 


one lady teacher. Smt. Parvati thought the school 


erve holidays during peak agricultural sea 


o maintain the regularity of teachers and make them 


more active, Shri Harish Chand suggested the respon 


of school administration should be transferred to 


Sabha 


In relation to the next. issue (No. 10) 


to overcome the constraints 


•iey experience Shri Rasul 


no Urdu teacher in the school 


There were a number 


of children particularly girls who wanted to 


were deprived- The appointment of an urdu teacher will solve 


Shri Satyanam suggested that all children belonging 


f ami lie 


hould be given stipend, booi 


econonu c 


stationery through the school. The children should a 


g i V en mi d-day mea 1 . A 1 mo s tall the pa r t i c i pan t 



r-' Hrem L^ta Singh suggast,B,j the 

appointment of at least one lady teacher wi] 1 encourage the 
parents to send their daughters to school. Shri Ishwar 
Shartna suggested the school building should be adequate and 
there should be one teacher for every class. 


•n response to the last issue (14o . 1 1) Shr i Xshwar Bha r 
said the community leaders can play an ' important role 
influencing parents to send their children to school and 
discouraging them from engaging their children in househo 
woi k during school timings. Smt. Frem l.ata Sinoh t h o u nh t. 1 - 


ommun i ty 


1 eade r 


cat) convince the pta rents 


Hbout 


n e c e s s 


education 


l-Mriicipants agreed that the community leaders are gene 
I espec Led by the people of their community and that they 

influence their attitude in favour of school education 
chi Idren . ' , i 


XMPORTANT POINTS EMERGED 
IN DISCUSSION 



T h e ,i m p o i- 1 a n t p o in t a t. hat e m e r g e d i n F GD s in t h e 


selected 


trict were as under 


Most of the 


villages of the di s tr i ct observed t hat 


chool education 


Wets important for their childre„n. They also considered 


it equally important for boys and girls a 


them 


(a) get respect in the society? and (b) do better 


every 


Educated girls get spouse from better families and they 


and look-after 


•i o u s 


can manage 


the i r fami lies in a better way 


Educated children can benefit more from variou 


e rnment 


programmes 


Educat i on 


children to develop their 


racier,- manners and behaviour 


Schooling make the children consciou 


6 „ 


sthool going girls were considered more serious in 

theirs t ud i e s t hen boys « 

EMLgjl e r , thin k t. ^ ^ t - 

There is no immediate economi c -return of the school 
education whereas by helping their economically poor 
parents children can con t r i bute , di rect ly o r indirectlyV 

.If , 

to the earnings of the farfdly. 

8- The primary responsibility of girls was household work. 

They have, to be proficient in this only. Schools do not 
teach about such things, E{y attending the school for 
almost the full day they cannot devote sufficient time 
to the household work and will, therefore, not be able 
to learn how to shoulder their primary responsibilities 
ef f i c i ent ly . 

9. School education for girls was not as important as for 
boys as after marriage they have to go to their in-laws’ 
house and they have to be proficient in household work. 
Further, people f ind i t dif f i cul t to get a match for 
their daughters if they are educated, 

10, Poverty of parents prevent them from sending their 
c h i 1 d r e n , pa r t i c u lari y g i i- 1 s , t o s c h o o 1 . 
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1I« bince school doss not pro\/ide any vocational/techni cal. 
Lrc^ining, econorni cally poor parents do not see anv 
immediate gain froiti school education. 

16. 1-. c on oiti i ca 1 1 y pioor piarents feel that boys can contribiite 

to the family earnings by working during agri cul tur-al 
season while girls may help by doing household work and 
leaving their mothers free to work and earn- 

13- Due to poverty and illiteracy some of the parents 
generally do not consider schooling of girls as 
important as they consider it for boys- 

f f 

14. Sending children to school is waste of time because the 
teachers were insincere and irregular and they do not 
take interest in their job. 

15. In families where girls are required to look-after 
household work they remain irregular in school and where 
boys have to work with their fathers, particularly 
during agricultural season they remain irregular in 
their class. 


Xssue N Q „ g: 

1. Girls were generally withdrawn from school earlier th.a.n 
boys in case parents were economically poor or 


i 1 1 iterate. 
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3, 


4. 


6 . 


As the gi rls in such fami l ies ■“have to shoulder the 
responsibilities. of cooking food, looking after siblings 
and collecting fodder for the fami lyf cattles they hecome 
irregular in their school.- Eventually, they drop"-out 
earlier than boys. 

Due to social customs par ents fee 1 that g i rl s of S-'? 
years age sitting with boys in school was not desirable. 
They, therefore, withdraw them when they reach that age. 

Due to illiteracy parents do not realise the importance 
and utility of school education for girls and, 
therefore, they do not encourage them to go to school 
regularly. The girls also lose interest in the school 
and ultimately drop--out- 

Due to co-education and the pcactice of purdah system 
aiTiong some of the Muslim families parents withdraw their 
daughters after one or two years of schooling. 

Absence of lady teachers in the school also has a 
negative effect on the thinking of parents which 
discourages some of them to send their daughters to 
school. 


7. 


Since girls do not have to take-up job in office, there 
is no point in wasting five years in school. Thery are, 
there-fore, withdrawn when they develop the ahil-jty to 


read and write. 




parents 


r- - w f ^ 


importance to girU education and, thaVofore, attar 
two years of their schooling prefer girls to stay 

homo and look-after the household work. 

^ ! ' 

Some pr-^rents discr jmin-it « i- c 

imirnte between boys and .ji,- 

Generally, schoolinq of bavs rnnti,-. 

d UQ> j continue even if they f 

in examinations while .■line 

wruic girls are withdrawn if tl 

perform similarly. 


Lue IM o - A. 


Some participants 'suggested the language used m t 
text books need simplification a, children find 
difficult to understand some of the difficult words. 

Generally, children belonging to socially disadvantag 
group were weak in the class as due to their involveme, 
in household/earning activities they become irregular 
the school or their parents being illiterate were unab: 
to help them complete their home work. They, therefor: 
need greater attention and support of teachers which 
however, was not possible due to shortage of teache, 
And a high student-teachef ratio. 
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Th. t.achers .ana.aUy pa. ..aata. aUention „„ 

■J»od atudents and the weak etudente, „ho gene, -an.- 
belong to thie oategony oh population,- auhre.. 

Most of the parents in this qroun 

Jt oup e e conorru ca 1 3 y verv 

poor and, therefore, find it difficult tn 

>' uj. Tticult to arrange books 

and stationery for the i r ch i Idren in' t ime . 

A common observation of the participants was that school 

■joing girls need proper clothes while parents in the 

^.ucially disadvantaged group find it difficult to 

arrange them due to th^i r novertw -n r •, a 

•'ii-i r povei ty, They felt it as osn 

important reason for irreni.in,- = n- a 

lui iri-egular attendance of girls in 

school. ' 


6 « 


A common observcaion of U,o pocticlponU thot u,o 

toacboco ..0,0 irrogular in attondin,g the ochu„i. Thoy 
olso do not oboorve school timin.gs duo to .ohich tho .,oak 

students suffo, most. They also looso intonost in thoi, 

s t a d i e s « 


Some Of the contents in tokt books wore felt unfamllio, 

dnd not so useful by children. Its language is more 
urbanised. 


a, 


The facility for teaching urdu in the school .as not 
adequate. After the transfer of an Urdu teacher postin, 3 
of another takes lot of time. Since the urdu teacher 
has also to teach other subjects he pays little 
attention towards teaching of this language. 


y. 


-ack of lady teachers in school work as a deterent for 

girls in general and ihosa who are weak in their studies 
in particular. 



■1 . 



Due to large number of students in the class teachers 
were not paying adequate attention to the children. 
Some, however, observed that irrespective of caste 
background the children belonging to the economically 
poor families were generally not paid due attention by 
the teachers. Since most of the families in socially 
disadvantaged group were also economicany poor the 
teachers attitude affects the children from the families 
under this group most. 

Some participants observed that the behaviour of the 
teachers was not good and even on minor mistakes 
children are beaten due to which often- children give 
laiTie excuses for not attending the school- 


t he general observation abbut pebr* group attitude w-as 
that the relations among children were cordial and there 


was no feeling of caste or religion among them, 


Q 


b n rr, Q Q -p 


the . part i.ei pan ts y however, observed that the at t i t nde. .of 
ch i 1 cir en , be 1 orig ing to the other group towards those " 


t rom 



4 , 


6 . 


I socia . .y disadvantaged group chang 


i. t one From th 


later group visit the house of a child belonging to th« 
farmer group to seek his help in completing schoo' 
a^signinent , Ihe children of the weaker group genera };4 
do ndt get their help in this regard. 


1 h e t e a c h e r s a r e g e n e rail y irregular an d d o n o t o b s e r v e 
school timings. They are, therefore, not able to give 
sufficient time to children. 


Teachers discr iminate students" on the basis of their 
socio-economic background. 


In the absence of female tefachers girls often feel 
alienated as only the active boys get attention of the 
teachers. Teachers do not generally pay due attention 
towards girls. They don't care if they are irregular. 
They pay more attention towards boys. 


Xs s i-te Mo - A 


iliough some participants felt that there 'was a need to 
simplify the language of the text book by replacing difficult 
words, most, of the participant, however, observed that their 
children had no serious problem in understanding the contents 
of ■ the text book. They felt neither the language nor the 


contents were difficult to understand. 



The 


No - "7 

problems that the children In general and girls j, 
particular .face due to inadequate physical facilities a. 
identified by the p^u'ticipant?; were : 

■1- In four villages, the road leading to the school „as bao 
and uneven and difficult to be used during rainy season 
when it norm.=4lly remain water .loqqed, 

!. Non-existence of a toilet within the school buildings of 

eight villages cause serious problem, pa r t i cu la r ly for 
girls. - 

■ * ' ' > i ' 

. Lack of a. safe source of drinking water in the school in 
seven villages was mentioned as a serious problem for 
children particularly during summers. 

. Absence of a play ground was considered a serious draw 
back for children in eight villages due to which they 
were not able to play. 

The partiGipants in the FGD were very critical about the 
lack of basic facilities like toilet and drinking water. 
For the bad condition of road leading to the school they 
generally criticised the Gram Sabha which did not care 
for the school .going children. 

Inadequate building of the school which cannot 
. conveniently accomodate the number of children enrolled. 





similarly, tha nuinbar of rootr,5 were much less thmr 
number of Claeses, duo to which teaching is affected 
adversely. Besides, teachers’ attention is also divided 

as students of more than one cals, sit in a room due to 
which the students suffer. 


S-’^SjSJUije !y.o - s 


The participants were aware about .the schemes in 
operation for schooing going chl-ldren. They mentioned 
about (a) the provision of 3 kg. wheat per child per 
month, and <b, stipend paid to, .all the children 
belonging to the Scheduled Castes and to some of the 
Muslims a R,..,2 per month. At a few places the 
participants also mentioned that some children belonging 

to the poor families of other castes were also getting 

the! st i pend . 

Ihe participants also informed that the stipend amount 

for a year was paid in one instalment, at the end of the 

school session^ 


The distritmtion of wheat was termed: by the participants 

in villages as ’highly irregular ’ . .in most of the 
places children had received wheat only once or twice 

dui ing the last fjye months. Thn;.; . ti-.div,- i-. 
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have been 3lven 15 bg. duning the period. They «, ee 

complained about cheating i„ weighing the wheat by the 
oop.pl ier. Moot of the,,, obeerved that instead of 3 . 
'■hey had actually received not more than H.5 fc,,. 


Xs s u. e Mo - 'ey 


While discussing this issue the participants in the FGDs 

expressed their eyner f -ii- i r,v-,r- t' . u 

11 rrom the school system. They 

expected the schools to have : 


1- A decent building with separate room 


0 O }1> 0 I"’ B c !'*} C 1 B SS-« 


ic* « EIs,s V 


approach and location at a short distance of not 


above 1 krfi. 


Basic facilities si 


as a toilet., safe source of 


drinking water, play ground and names m 


0 a rfi e s m a t e i*" i a T « 


Pro.grammas for r s c r as t i ona 1 /cul turs 1 activities for 
Students as well as parents. 


Ma . .j fo i cliildren and adequate furnitur 


B f o I " t e a c h 9 r 51 


■ Committed regular and trained preferably l 


0 c B 1 1 8 a r !"f e r s „ 


^ “ S e p 


e pa r a t e 1 0 a c h 0 r s 'to r e a c h class 
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Preferably more or at least one lady teacher. 

Tec^chers belonging to the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled 
Tribes and Muslim community in the schools located in 
areas having significant population of these groups. 

feachers who treat all children equally i r res pact i ve of 
their soc i al /e conomi c background. 

leachei's who pay greater attention towards w>eak 
students. 


An environment which has no traces of siny kind of 
d i s c r i Hi i na t i on on the basis sacio"econoivii c: background of 
students . 

Ameliorative pr og rammes such as supply of adequate 
>-! u a n t i t y o m i d — d a y m e a 1 to all c h i 1 d r e rs , b o o k s a n d 
stationery to those belonging to ■economically poor 
families and one set of uniform per year to all the 
girl students. 

Programme of health check-up of children, at least twice 
a year . 

Holidays in accordance with agricultural season and 
local festivals. 

Facilities for technical/vocational training for boys 
and training in handicrafts, tailoring, knitting and. 
embroidery for girls so that their education in school 
becomes more meaningful. 
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In the cur r j. cul uin provision of teaching of Ennlish and 
Urdu also, besides other subjects. 


X a ffiue N o „ -1 o 

•1. first of all the participants thought the parents have 
to be made aware of the importance of' school education 
for their children in general and girls in particular. 
The teachers can play a ‘s i gn i f i cant role by Peeping 
regular contacts with parents of part i cula r ly the non- 
school going children and by generating in them interest 
in school activities through regular get-togethers or 
cultural prog rammes in the school. 

2. More female teachers than males can • create a better 

environment in school. It will also attract more 
parents for sending their daughters. 

3- An adequate s chool faui 1 ding wi th ' suf f i c :i en t physical, 

facilities and regular., trained and committed teachers 
will improve the village environment in favour of school 
education of children. 

A scheme of reward and puinishment for good and bad 
teachers will help in disci pi ining the truent, irrenular 
and careless teachers. 'f 
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The d^^y-lQ-d^y management of the school should be made 
the responsibility of the Gram Pradhen who should also 
be given power to write annual CR of teachers. 

6. A rec^sonable amount of stipend, not less than Rs. 25 per 
month, should be paid to all the school going girls. 
Besides, tliey should also be provided books and 
stationery and one set of clothes per year so that girls 

and their parents both feel interested in their 
s c I ’l o o 1 i n g . ‘ 

7. There should be opportunities for higher studies for 
girls within a reasonable distance so that they can be 
encouraged to complete their pi'iffiary educat i on and avail 
1 1 1 e 0 p p o r t u n i t y o f h i g ti e r e d u c a t i o n . 


J 3 s Lie No - -1 i 


Generally, the par-ti c i pants in the FGDs felt the 
community can play a significant role in developing an 
environment in favour of school education of children. 
They observed that in the village society some values 
still eKist. Generally, people have respect for elders. 
Parents of even married children have greater control 
over the family matters and their soy in the affairs of 
their grand children is greater than that of their sons. 
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The 

older p B r s o fi s w b r e ^ h owbv b r 

r generally 

illitera; 

lie . 

Any 

effort for removing the constraints with regard 

t 0 

the 

schooling of children will, 

t f '1 e r e f 0 1" e , 

I’lave to 

b& 

made 

through them. But, first 

they will 

have to 

be 


convinced. 


The active and enlightened older persons of the village 
can convince the parents of non-school going children 
about the necessity of sending their children to school. 
Since most of the parents were generally not very 
enthusiastic; about the education of girls the elder 
family members can play a b i gn i f i can t ro 1 e in con v in c ing 
them about the need to educate their daughters. 


I he. elders in different caste and religious commun i t i cjs 
c a n h e 1 p p r o m o 't e an e n v i r o n rn e n t favourable t o girls 
education' in tbeir community, if they can be convinced 
to actively supports it. The parents in the younger 
generation will easily get convinced. They also 
observed that the influence of caste or religious 
leaders on the members .of their community was 
significant and people generally follow their advice. 
•If they actively try., they can easily persuade parents 
for enrolling their children in the school. 

The Pradhan and members of Gram Sabha can also encourage 
par e n t s f o r s e n d i n g t h e i r c h i 1 d r e n t o s c ii o o 1 by- 
advocating for the cause individually, and through the 
Gram Sevbha meetings collectively. 
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The V i 1 1 age/ cori'fiTiun i ty . leaders/eiders through ,, their 
c o II c e r ‘t e d e f f o r t s c a. n i rn f « r e s s u f * o n t t‘i e p a r e n t, s . , n o 't t> o 
e n g a g e 1 1“} e i r c ti i 1 d r b n a n d pa r t i c li La r 1 y ■ g i r 1 i n 

household work and fo.r the care of the if' siblings,. at 
1 east/ d ii I in y s l 1 j o o i I'l o u r s s o t h a i# they can . ■ a*. 1 & n tl , L f"? a 
school regularly. 

I li & ■ P {■" a. d If a n s li o u 1 d ffi a i. n t a i n a r e c o r d a Ij o u t t h e s c h o o I 
g o i n g a g e c h i 1 d r e n n o I e n r o lied in t h b s c: h o o 1 « T h i s c a n 
f a c i 1 i. 'I a t e c ti e c k. i. n g w i. *t li p a r e n t s i n t li e b e g i n n i n g o f 't li e 
s c h o o ], s 0 s s i o n i f 1 !■> e y h a v e enroll e d t h e i r r: hi i I d r* e n « 
Their respective community leaders should also be given 
t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n s o t h a t t h e y c a n a 1 s o t r y t o i n f I u e n c: e 
the parents belonging to their own community* 

, ! r . ■ 

The participants observed that people generally blame 
their poor economic conditions for their inability In 
sending their children to school but the fact is that 
most of them do no realise the necessity of school 
education for their children- The village and the 
community leaders/eiders can create the consciousness 
a iTi o n g such parents as the views of v i 1 1 a g e / c o m m u n i t y 
leaders/eiders are generally respected- 

The educated persons in the village can also contribute 
significantly to this cause fay helping school going 
children in completing their school assignments- 


CHAPTER V 


SUGGESTIOtMS ROR X IMTER VEIMXX OH 


The Focus Group Discussions in the ten vi 1 lages selected 
j. n L 1 1 e u i s L I let o i L h e p u r' p q s e w e re lively a s care w a s t a l-c e t \ 
that every one of the participants should take an active part 
and express his/her views freely„ During the course of 
d i s c. u s s i o n the p a r t i c i p a. n t s s u g g e s t e d c e r t a i n m e a s u res f o i " 
i m p r o V i n g tl'i e c o n d i t i o n s i n f a v o u r o f e d u c a t i o n o f c h i 1 d r e n 
in general and girls in particular. Their suggestions have 
been included in the village-wise report of FGDs. In the 
following we present a summary of the important suggestions 
received from the part i c i pants 'of the* FGDs in district 
Barabavnki. 

1. ■ During the discussions two major reasons for indifferent 

attitude of parents towards school education of children 
in general and girls in particular had emerged. They 
were : (a) poverty; and (b) illiteracy among them. 

To attract poor parents to enrol their children and 
allow them to complete their primary education the 
suggestions included s 
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(a) E^iooks ar)d stationery should be provided by ttie 
school to all school going children bo 1 oiig 1 ng to 
the poor families. 

(b) Ihe stipend should be paid, to all the school going 
children tjelonging to the economically poor 
families. 

(c) fhe present rate of stipend was considered meagre 
a n d , t h e r- e f o r e , a n a 1 1 1 " a c t i v e . It s h o a 1 d .■ t h e r & - 
■(■ 0 r e j bc! enhanced to a reasonable a.inount. 

(d) A 1.1 school going girls s ho aid be given stipend 

i I-" r e s i;;' e c t i v e o f t h e i r s o c i o — e c o n o ffi i c ba c k g r o art d . 

I h e p r e i;; s n t r a t e wa s I'l i g h ]. y i n a d e n ua t e pa r t. i c u 1 a r ], y 
for girls. lo enable the economice. lly poor parents 
to arrange reasonable clothes for their school 
going daughters they should be paid a inonthly 
stipend of at least Rs.HS/-, ^ i‘ 


(e) In order to attract parents for retention and 
completion of school education of their daughters 
the rate of monthly stip<end should be gradually 
enhanced in every class. 

Cf) The payment of stipend should be made every month., 
instead of the present system of payment at the end 
of the school session. The monthly payment of 
stipertd should be linked with a minimum of 7':> per 
cent of attendance of the child in the month. 
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II, 


<g) All Muslim children should also be paid stipend as 
they e.lso belong to the socially di sadvanteged 
g I" o u p . 

To develop consciousness among illiterate parents about 

I i ' 

the importance and utility of school education for' tin? ir 

children the following measures were proposed: 

<a) The literacy campaign for adults M,<ill I'fave to be 
carried out by the concerned agencies in reality. 
Merely writing of slogans on wall will not mean 
anything. The illiterates should be contacted 
individually and convinced about its s i gn i f i cance . 
The volunteers should sincerely cind actually devote 
time for teaching them. The Gram Sabha membe r*5 r 
school teachers, village and community elders can 
help a lot in this regard. Their active support 
and cooperation must be sought to generate an 
ejtv i ronment in favour of the campaign, 

(b) The Gram Sabhsxs should be awarded in case at least 
75 per cent of i 1 1 i terates in their villages have 
become literate. 

(c> F^airents must be convinced that (a) school education 
was equally important for boys and girls; and, (b> 
besidt^s making them literate the school help the 
children in improving their capabi 1 i t i es , 


manners 


'=4nd discipline. Buch abilities will help tfiem in 
fTi a t » 3 . g i ri g t li e i r household i n a b e ’Iter w a y , ‘ i ' h e 

should also be conviiiced that they should not 
consider schooling of children as a loss of direct 
or indirect family earnings. They should look at 
it as a means for their better future. They 
should, therefore, feel responsible for the 
household work and the school going age children 
should not be detained at home for this purpose. 
The household work for girls must be avoided during 
school hours so that they can attend the school 
r e g u 1 a r 1 y . I- o r t h i s p u r j > o s e , t h e v i. 1 1 a g e / c o m rn u n i. t y 
elders, Gram Sabha membe i-s- and school teachers can 
play a significant role. 

< i ) I n t h e village society v i 1 1 a g e / c o rn rn u n i t y 
e 1 de r s a r e s t i 1 1 res pe c t e d . I f t h ey 
actively take interest in the school 

education of children and try to persuade 
their parents it is rriost likely to have a 
g o o d e f f e c t on t I'l e i r i n d i f Fere n t at t i t u d e 
towards schoolifxg of children in general and 
girls in particular. 

(ii> The rriemtaers of the Gram Sabha pa r t i c ula r l.y , 
women and those from the;socially disadvant- 
aged group can influence the attitudes of 
the parents and convinced about the 
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desirability of school education for thc-xr 
chi 1 dren- 

(iii) The Gram Sabha should maintain a record of 
school going and non-school going children 
and parents of the school going children 
should be given preference in employment 
under JF?Y . 

(iv) The school teachers can help a lot in 
developing the village env :i r onment in f avour 
of school education for cliildren. They 
should arrange get-togethers of parents in 
t h e s c h 0 Q 1 » P e r i 0 d i c a 1 c. u 1 1 u r a 1 p r o g r arnm e s 
in school may also bring the parents closer 
to them. If a close rappoi't is established 
between teachers and parents the parents may 
feel interested in 'Enrolling their non- 
school going children. They may also take 
i n 't e r e s t in sen d i n g t h e in t n s c 1 1 o o 1 
regularly. 

(v) The te£*.c hers should also show through t heir- 
sincerity and regularity tha'L the time 'that 
children spend in the school is not wasted. 

(d) If some elementary vocational training is also 
arranged for boys in the school and that in 
handi craf ts , tailoring, embroidery and knitting for 
g ir 1 s the pa r e n t swill c e r t a i n 1 y f e el at t r a c t e d 
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towards the school and will consider it gainful for 
their children. 

I he weak students irrespective of their socio- 
economic background must get greater attention of 
teachers. 

I he teachers must be regular and punctual in 
a 1 1 e n d i n g t h e sc h o o 1 . T h is w i 1 1 have a b e 1 1 e r 
iuipac t on students as M,'ell as their parents. 

Home work assignments to students should be avoided 
by teachers. Instead., the students should be c^sked 
to complete exercises in the school itself. 

(h) A scheme for rewarding the good and punishment for 
i n s i n c e r e t e a c hi e r s i s m o s t n e e d e d i f their w o r k i n g 
is to be improved. Some very good teachers should 
be given advanced increment while truent and 

* if 

irregular teachers should be punished by with- 
holding their annual increment. 

III. To attract the parents a.s well as children to the school 
t h e d i s c u s s a n t s also s u g g e s t e d a n u m b e r of m e a s u r e s 
related to the school. 

(a) For smooth teaching the school should have an 
adequate building with one room for each of the 
classes. It should be properly ma inta ine d .. 


( e ) 


(f ) 


<q) 


1B1 


Cb) The school should have ' min imum basic 'facilities 
s u c h a. s y III at f q r s e a t i n g o f c h i 1 d e n an d n e e s s .a r 
'f ii r n i I ii r & s f o r t e a c ti e r* s ? a t. 'o i 1 e t ; .a n I n d i a hi a r* k 1 1 
hand p uri’i p for s a f & d r i n k i n g wa t e r ^ s o rrse s ['» q r t; s 

material and, a play grounds 

(c) The location of the school; should be at a 
1 1) n V e n i & n I p 1 ace, i « e « n e a r t li e h a b i t -a t i o n , ' a ii d i „t s 
distance should not be more than... a k i }, omet r e « ■ 

^ ^ ^ i i g 1 t h uf s c h o o 1 s h o ii 1 d b a s a -F e va ii d 

p r" o p e r 1 y rn a i n 'I b. i n e d t? y 1 a y i n g t: h a. r a. n j a s o t li a t ' 

1 1 ’j ere i. s n o wa t e r 1 o g g i n g d u r i n g r a i n y s e a s o n « 

C e ) I h e s c h o o 1 s h o u 1 d h a v e o n e t e c l"i e r f o r e a c. t*i c 1 a s s ^ 
The teachers should be trained^ 

( f ) 1 l‘’i e r e s h o u 1 d b e rri o r e f e rria 1 e I e a c h e r s t h an rr<a. I e s « 

I n a n y c a s e , t l“j e s c li a o 1 in u lii t- [■{ a v e a t J. e a s t o n e 1 b >1 y 

1 0 s\ c h 0 r ^ 


( 9 ) ‘T h e . s c l"i o o I s h o u 1 d h a. v e a n * 6 r d u 1;, e a c h e r w I”? e r e 

pa r B n t s w a n t t h e i r c h i 1 d r e n t o s t u d y I l”i e 1 a v) n u a g e « 

1 b B U r d u t e a. c h e r s o u I d not b 0 a s s i. g r\ e d t h e 

t e a c h i n g o f o t h e r s u b j acts so t h a t h e can d e o t e 

his full time on teaching of his subjects 

( b ) D u e tot h e s h 0 r t a g e o f t e a c h 0 r s s t u d e n t d o n o t g e L 
their ' attent io.nitand '.weak .students and girls suffer 
tnosti The number of students per teacher should, 
therefore? be reasonable« 
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While giving contr-ict for repairs 


or cons'truc't i on 


of the schoQ-j, building vi 1 lage/ oca X con t. ra c'Co r s 
should be avoided. The Pradhan and ti'ie school Head 
Master should supervise the <vork. Tlicy should be 
held res pons i bl e for any sub- standard work in this 
connection. 


IV. borne of the suggestions of the participants with regard 
to the wo I k i ri g o I t h e s t: h o o 1 w o re a 1 s o r e 1 a t & d t o t h e 
Gram Sa.bha. They included : 

maintain regulari ty and punctuality among 
teachers and their interest in teaching the 
res pons i bi 1 i ty of day-to-day admin i s t rat i on and 
s u. p e r V i s ion o ■( t h e s c h o o 1 s h o u 1 d b e e n t r u s t e d t o 
the Gram Sabha. .. 

(b) Ihe H radtian should also be given powers to wri'te 
a n n u a 1 c: o n f i d e n t i a 1 r e p 6 r t of ' t'e a c h e r s . 


A common complaint of the participants of FGDs was that 


the supply of wheat to the school going childrsv 


D W S 


highly irregular and whenever they received the suppl 
its weight was not more than 2.3 kg. instead of P kg 
They therefore, suggested 



replacing the scheme of distribution of wheat with 
s u p p 1 y of ti'i i d d o y meals in t h e ’ s r; h o o 3 . ? 

(b) if the present scheme is to continue, its regul, ar 
supply Inust be assured? and, it .hould be 
d i s t r i bu t e d i n t i'l e school un d e r t ti e s u pe i” v i s i o n o f 
the Head Master and the Pradhan. 

The participants of the FGDs considered the above 
measures were important for improving the situation i*;ith 
regard to enrolment, attendance and drop-out. They thought 
that such measures will benefit the children in general and 
girls and those belonging to the identified socially 
disexdv=inta.ged group in particular. 


Ap pendix 1 


L-ETAOINQ QUESTiOMS OIM WHXCH XHE VIEWS 
OF THE PARTICIPANTS ARE TO BE SOUC5HT 
IN THE FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSIONS 


D o ‘I l‘’i e y f e e i. & d u c a t i o !"i a, 1 m pa r t e d by s c li a o 1 s 'I o b e 
i m p o r t a ii t f o r 1 1 ’i e i r c h i i d !•*• © n ? 

W h y a r e t h e g i r 1 e b e i n g t a. k e n o u % o f s c: h o o 1 rri o r e q .u i c: ] y 
than boys? 

Why are tribal children being taken out of chool ' rriora 
quickly than others? 


What are the specific , probleri'iS the , children, of 
identi.fied socially di sadvantaged croup (SC/ ST ^ 
H u s 1 i ri! s ) f a c e i n t e i" rr* o f s c h o o 1 i n g ? 


W h a t a r e t l“i e p r o b 1 e ri> s g i i’* 1 o F o t h e r g r o u p f a c: e i n 
s c li o Q 1 i ri ’I e r ri t s o f 'I e a c: h e r ''i a 1 1 i t u d e an d p e e i” g r o u ri 
attitude? . 

W h a t a r e t l-t e j:> r o b 1 e rri s f a c e d i. v\ t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t li e 

c o u r s e ? 

W h a t a I" e t h e p r a b 1 e rn s t h e c h i 1 d r e n i n g e n e t'' a 1 an d g i r 1 s 
i n pa r t i c u 1 a r t h a t t h e y F a c e i n t b r in s o f |;:* i vy s i c a I 
facilities? 


What do the participants of FGD feel about di 
s c h e m e s t h a t a r e i n o p e r a t i o n f o r s c h o o 1 g o i n g »: 
in these areas? ' . ; 


f f e rent 
h i 1 dr en 


■ , . , ■■ i ’ I 


Whet are the expectations Prom the school system? 

What are tPiG ways to overcome the constraints they 
expierience? 

In what ways the community can participate in overcoming 
the constraints? 


1 ti .5 



App endix .TI 


XNTER ViEW SCHEDULE C EOR , PARENTS > 


SOCXAL ASSESSMENT STUDXES 


S poFiso F"©cl Jby 

UTTAR PRADESH EDUCATXON FOR Al_.L PROJECT 

Stat® ProJ®c^ O+'+'ic® 

LUCKNOW 


Condiic'tecl by 

QXRX XNSTXTUTE OP DEVELOPMENT STl/Dl'ES 

LUCKNOW 


-i - Dlstri ct 5 H. Eflock 

3 . Village : 

4,. Name of Respondent s 

4. 'I Sex ! M/F 4.E Age : 

4-3 Caste s Gen e r a 1 / S C / S T / 0 B C / Mu s 1 i i n / 0 1 h e r 

4.4 Occupation ; 

4.5 Monthly Income s 

4.6 Educeitional Qualification ; 

4.7 Total number of children in 6--l'l years in the family: 

Boys : Girls ; . 


Enrolfiiient in School 


6 . 

Do all 

of them g 

0 1 0 s c h 0 a 1 ? 


. Y a s / H Q 

6.-I 

If n 0 r 

hov; many 

oft h e m a r e n o t g o i n g 

‘L o s c h c) 0 1 ? 
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If any boy/girl of 6-11 yea r s '.age? , i n your family 
enrolled ■ i. n s c h o o 1 ^ [-t 1 a a.s e s t a t, e i* e a s o n s ■}'•' o r 
noil-enrolment 

*1 ^ L o n q d i s t a n c e o f 14 c h o o 1 f r 0 iti t h e v i 1 1 a q e 
Si No interest .of. the child in education 
3.n Mo. utility in sending , to school ■ 

4i. Poor econarnic condition' of 'family ' 

!;:>« .Too early to s»end him/her to school Cage) 

6« Insincere teachers in school-.' 

/ M 1 n c o n V e n i e n t s c li o o ]. t i. m i n g s 

8 « Me? e d 0 d i n f arii :i. 1 y o c: c u f»at i. on 

9 « M 0 0 d e d F o r li o u s 0 li o 1 d wo r k 

1 0 » M e €? d e d f o i" c a r e o P y a u n g e i’* c I’l i 1 d r e 11 

1 'I « N o la d y 1 0 a c Ii e r i:i i n t h e s c h o o 1 
1 E! H 0 1 1 'i e r s ( s p 0 c i f y ) 


1. s n o I 
ri *i. s /'h a i'". 
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Ei o y s ! Ye s / M o 


Girls s Yes/No 


How iTiany days did T-hey rit/tend the school I-"'. st niont 


Boys 


Girls 


Wh'it, do ,'they do if they don’t <=tttend their school? 


Boys 


Girls ; 


If they don't do anything during their .Hfas en ce Proni 
school, please specify reasons for their norr-attendan ce' 

Eioys !:■■■' 


Girls : 
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Drop 

10 . 

-iO. -1 


Out s 

Has any clvild in your ■family left the school without, 
completing studies? 

Yes /Mo 

If yes, please give details about him/her: 

Name o f t h e c l-f i 1 d S e :< Class i rt wh i c hi Age a t w hi i c: h 

M/f- dropped dropped 

1 . 

3 . 

Aw 


What were the reasons for your childreri dropping out of 
school? 

■ BDVf_s G.irJ_s 

l« Inabili ly to bear ■■•ichool expenses 

2. Household work 

3 .. L o o k i n g a f t e r s i b 1 :i. n g s 

4 . tn g a g e rii e n L i ri e a r n i t’i g t o i m p rove 
family’s economic condition 

t> » Op posit ioTi in -Farriily over sending 
of young girls to school 

6u No lady teachers in the school 

7. Mo utility of school education 

8 . C h i 1 d ’ s la c k o f i n t e r e s t : 

a) Bad company of non-school going children 
fa) Disinterested in education 
c) F‘ailure in examination 

9 . 1 1 1 n e s s 

10. Inconvenient school timing 
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■1 2 . 

• 1 2 . 1 


•13. 

• 13 . -1 

•14. 

•14.1 


1 I. leacfier's indi-fferent attitude towards students 

12. Harsh behaviour of teacher 

b,j . 1 r r e *3 u 1 a r /Uii c orriiTi i 1 1 e d teacher 

14. Waste of time '- no proper teaching in school 

1->. Others (specify) 

Would you like to send your n on-school going child/air I 
to school and see that he/she completes studies? 

Yes /Wo 

if yes, under what conditions it.will foe possible for 
you? 

G 1 r 1 s 

I. Ell I' oliiiont ol n o n s c h o o 1 going childrisn 
S. Regularity in attendance 
,3. Completing the school education 

Is any of .your school going child/girl getting- anv 
ass i s t an c e f r o m sc h o o 1 ? - ■ 

Yes /Mo 

I f y e.s , what ? 

Un whose schooling you put more stress? 

Daughters 5 Sons ; Both s None ; 

If SO x\ y w 1*1 a 't a r e t h e r e a. s o r*i s ? 

A son is to get educated as he is to’ earn his bread 

« A son needs educat ion to add to the family in coni e 

3 »* A D n s e d u c a t i o n i s i ni po r an L f o r t h e [.ia en L s a s 
he is to rriaintc^.in his parents in their old aoe-- 

4. A son " s education' adds to the status of the f ami ly 

5« The community gives prime importance on the sort's 
education 

6 H If any o t he r plea^se s pe c i f y « 
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If stress not on the daughter’s ediication, what ere !di 
reasons? 


1. Marriage is the 'be-ell and the e^nd-all ’ of -■ 
daughter’s life 

2. A daughter normally depends upon her spousp for Imm' 

1 i vel ihood ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 


3. A daughter cannot digest the contents of fniucatior. 

4 - A da u g h t e r ’ s , a d u c a 1 1 o n d o e s not add t o t h e s t a t ) > s 
of the family 

5. Geltii'ig a suitable rrtatch for an educated daurihter 
i s pr obi. emat i c • - - 

8 . I f an y o t ti e r ? s P e a. s e s p e c I f v . 


•If you are giving impo r tan c:e on your 
e d u c a. t i p n ? g i v e r e a. sons! 


daiighe r ’ s 


1. An educated girl con become s e 1 f-- r e 1 i an t and 
c o n f i d e n t 

2. Lducat ion increases the employment op port uni tv for 

t h e g i i" 1 ■ 

3. An educated daughter can fetch a higher bride 
p>' i ce/Mehar 

4. The amount of dowry will be lessened 
educated girl 

!>. An educated girl can ensure education for 
■ generations 

6 . Ir-ducation of a girl can improve the health .and 
IH. 1 1 r i Llonal status of the family members 

7. Lducat ion can make the girls and women conscious of 
their legal rights in the society 

a. Education will prepare the girls for decision 
making process in all walks "Of life. F-'or example, 
fainily., panchayats and legislatures and will 
prepare them, to take up leadership roles in the 
society , , 


f o r a n 


f u r t h e r 





E ducat i on 
girls and 
pu.t a; chect 


cart bring health 
as such can redu 
on ma t a r rt a 1 a ri d 


con s c i ousnes s among 
c e t he' f a rn i 1 y size 
infant mortal ity 


■10. Education can hike the age of marriage 


y o u r 5 ug g e s t i o n s o n 


e -P 0 1 1 Q Kij i. 


D o y o II T) t a r> c h a n.q 
p r s e n t e d u c a t i a n s v s t e m 


b B b r 0 u g hj t a b o u t 
the school? 


cu r r 


n g e t o b e b r o u g h t a b o u 1: 

B n c o u r a g 0 t l"f 0 g i. f * 1 s t c 


ri'« o r 8 s 
r oiTio t e 


< Ti e c I 'l a u :i. s va s y a u a i** e 
C o r your c h i 1 d r e n ? 



